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M any are surprised to learn 

that for years all major plays, 

concerts, and assemblies were held 

in the auditorium of the original Joseph Smith Building. 

The building also housed the campus’s main ballroom and 

cafeteria. Even more surprising, for many years the major-

ity of religion faculty did not even have offices there. 	
How did the building come to be? In 1937 the board 

approved “a new building to provide for Chapel Assem-

blies and the Social needs of the students.”  It would be 

located east of the Brimhall Building on the site of the 

BYU sports field. 

	 Ground was broken on October 16, 1939. Presid-

ing Bishop LeGrand Richards explained how the new 

structure would be part of the Church welfare program. 

The wards in the twelve Utah Valley stakes were asked to 

supply laborers. Each stake was asked to donate building 

materials where possible. Male students were also invited 

to donate one day at a time to further the work. With all 

this help, construction progressed ahead of schedule.

	 Some referred to the building’s largest room as a 

chapel and believed it should be furnished with tradi-

tional pews. Others called it an auditorium and favored 

individual theater chairs. The board adopted a compro-

mise: there would be long benches of oak, but they would 

have individual imitation leather seats and padded backs 

covered with mohair.

	 The beautiful new structure was dedicated on Found-

ers’ Day, October 16, 1941 ( just seven weeks before the 

attack on Pearl Harbor). The proceedings focused on the 

Prophet Joseph Smith, for whom the building was being 

named. The dedicatory prayer was given by President 

David O. McKay, Second Counselor in the First Presidency, 

who petitioned, “Let thy Spirit be in every room of this 

institution, and be in the heart of every instructor.” 

	 At that time the famed organ in the Salt Lake Taber-

nacle was being extensively rebuilt; therefore much of the 

old organ was installed in the JSB auditorium, including 

some of the pipes built by Joseph Ridges. 

	 Construction of other campus buildings impacted 

the role of the JSB. Assemblies were moved to the George 

Albert Smith Field House at the beginning of 1952. With 

the opening of the Harris Fine Arts and Wilkinson centers 

in 1964, plays and concerts were moved from the JSB, 

and greatly needed offices were constructed in the space 

formerly occupied by the cafeteria and ballroom.

	 By the end of the 1980s, there was a growing need to 

improve the seating and equipment in classrooms, create 

a more adequate entrance on the north, and provide 

elevators to give access to the upper floors, where all 

but three classrooms were located, and to the basement, 

where most of the offices were situated. The building also 

needed to be upgraded to meet new earthquake codes. 

It became apparent that it would be cheaper to build 

a new structure than patch up the old one. Those who 

had taught in the Joseph Smith Building for many years 

regretted losing an old friend but looked forward to the 

substantially improved facilities of the new building. 

The wards in the twelve Utah Valley stakes were asked to supply laborers. 

With all this help, construction progressed ahead of schedule and the  

beautiful new structure was dedicated on Founders’ Day, October 16, 1941 

(just seven weeks before the attack on Pearl Harbor). 



in 1972 the richard l. evans chair of christian 

Understanding was established. The chair was created to 

honor the work and ministry of Elder Richard L. Evans of 

the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. Truman G. Madsen, 

professor of philosophy at Brigham Young University, 

was the fi rst occupant of the chair. Dr. Madsen worked 

tirelessly to bring the message of the restored gospel to 

the attention of varied civic, religious, social, and philo-

sophical groups. In addition, he invited scholars and 

leaders from many religious persuasions to Brigham Young 

University to participate in conferences, symposia, and 

special lectures. 

 Following Dr. Madsen’s retirement in 1991, the name 

of the Evans Chair was expanded to the Richard L. Evans 

Chair of Religious Understanding, thus signifying a shift in 

emphasis from Christian faiths to all religions, including 

Judaism, Islam, and other religions. In addition, with the 

approval of the university administration and the board of 

trustees, Religious Education effected a new organization. 

Instead of one chair occupied by one professor, two profes-

sorships were created. It was understood that persons 

appointed to occupy the professorships would work in 

the area of their expertise—religion, history, philosophy, 

social sciences, and so forth. These professorships are 

gospel message 
extended to 
other faiths by Robert L. Millet

A vital part of Religious Education’s mission is outreach, the effort to teach, share, and discuss our 

faith among the larger community of scholars and to foster understanding between men and women 

of goodwill. That outreach is extended not only to people of other faiths but also to Latter-day Saints 

beyond the Wasatch Front. 

ROBERT L. MILLET (robert_millet@byu.edu) IS A PROFESSOR OF ANCIENT SCRIPTURE AT BYU.

under the supervision and oversight of the dean of Reli-

gious Education, who is also the general director of the 

Religious Studies Center.

 Evans professors’ teaching load is reduced, and they 

are expected to participate regularly in conferences and 

symposia in their given fi elds and to publish their research 

These medallions were given to the fi rst donors who helped establish 

the Richard L. Evans Chair.
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in reputable outlets. In addition, they draw upon their 

contacts outside the university and provide opportunities 

for scholars and religious leaders to visit the campus and 

experience BYU and Mormonism firsthand. It is expected 

that the professor’s home department will pay his or her 

salary, but the Evans Chair assists the department by 

providing funds for part-time instructors and for research 

assistance, travel, and the expenses for visiting scholars. 

The underlying premise for creating the Richard L. Evans 

Chair for Religious Understanding is that The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has a message that the 

rest of the world needs and may even hunger for. In this 

sense, the Evans Chair works toward the goals of the entire 

Church, not just BYU’s goals. It seeks to build friendships 

for the university and the Church.

	 As part of their outreach to members of the Church, 

the Religious Education faculty have traveled through-

out the U.S. and to such countries as the UK, Ireland, 

Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Italy, Germany, and Austria 

to assist local Church units and Church Educational 

System personnel in strengthening the Latter-day Saints. 

Outreach to people of other faiths has included working 

with scholars and leaders from Azusa Pacific University, 

Baylor University, Claremont Graduate University, Colum-

bia University, Denver Seminary, the University of Notre 

Dame, Roanoke College, Wabash College, and many others.

Those who have held the Evans Chair since its establish-

ment include Truman G. Madsen (philosophy), David 

Paulsen (philosophy), Darwin L. Thomas (sociology and 

family science), Larry C. Porter (Church history and 

doctrine), Roger R. Keller (Church history and doctrine), 

Robert L. Millet (ancient scripture), Fred E. Woods 

(Church history and doctrine), and Paul Y. Hoskisson 

(ancient scripture). 

	

President Gordon B. Hinckley has said that we need to 

reach out to people of other faiths: “We want to be good 

neighbors; we want to be good friends. We feel we can 

differ theologically with people without being disagreeable 

in any sense. We hope they feel the same way toward us. 

We have many friends and many associations with people 

who are not of our faith, with whom we deal constantly, 

and we have a wonderful relationship. It disturbs me when 

I hear about any antagonisms. . . . I don’t think they are 

necessary. I hope that we can overcome them.”1  President 

Hinckley also pleaded, “Let us be good citizens of the 

nations in which we live. Let us be good neighbors in our 

communities. Let us acknowledge the diversity of our soci-

ety, recognizing the good in all people. We need not make 

any surrender of our theology. But we can set aside any 

element of suspicion, of provincialism, of parochialism.”2  

Finally, he said, “We can all be a little kinder, a little more 

generous, a little more thoughtful of one another. We can 

be a little more tolerant and friendly to those not of our 

faith, going out of our way to show our respect for them. 

We cannot afford to be arrogant or self-righteous. It is our 

obligation to reach out in helpfulness, not only to our own 

but to all others as well. Their interest in and respect for 

this Church will increase as we do so.”3  

For more about the Evans Chairs, see the upcoming  

Religious Educator 9, no. 2 (April 2008).

1.	� Gordon B. Hinckley, interview by Phil Riesen, KUTV, May 12, 1995, quoted in Sheri L. Dew, Go Forward with Faith:  

The Biography of Gordon B. Hinckley (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1996), 576.

2.	Gordon B. Hinckley, in Conference Report, April 1997, 116. 

3.	Gordon B. Hinckley, in Conference Report, April 1999, 116; see also April 2000, 110–11; April 2001, 4. 
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“We can all be a little kinder, a little 
more generous, a little more thoughtful 
of one another. We can be a little more 
tolerant and friendly to those not of our 
faith, going out of our way to show our 
respect for them.”

“We want to be good neighbors; we want 
to be good friends.”
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Q&A 

A Conversation with Dennis L. Largey
Department Chair of Ancient Scripture  Interview by R. Devan Jensen

Q: You started teaching at BYU–

Hawaii. What led you there? 

A: I played volleyball as a fresh-

man at Santa Monica City College in 

Southern California. In the national 

tournament, our team played the 

Church College of Hawaii team. The 

Church College coach remembered 

several of us from the competition and 

invited us to try out for his team in 

Hawaii. I went to Hawaii as a nonmem-

ber of the Church and ended up making 

the basketball and volleyball teams. 

Through a series of events and the 

infl uence of several good friends, I 

was eventually baptized. 

 When my doctorate was almost 

complete, I was hired at BYU–Hawaii 

in the Physical Education Depart-

ment. I taught professional prepara-

tion courses, the surfi ng class, and 

coached the men’s volleyball team. 

Two years later I accepted a full-time 

position in the Religion Department.

Q: Look at all the snow outside. 

Why did you choose to come here?

A: I was offered a year’s leave from 

BYU–Hawaii to teach here. My son’s 

asthma led us to choose to stay in 

Utah, where it was more favorable 

for his health. I am grateful that 

Dean Robert J. Matthews extended 

my appointment another year, and I 

received more one-year appointments 

until I was hired in 1989. I’m glad to 

be here. BYU is a great place with 

great students and great colleagues.

Q: What do you like most about 

teaching at BYU? 

A: When you prepare to teach, you 

get totally immersed in the scrip-

tures. There is a difference between 

studying to teach and just studying; 

you leave no stone unturned in your 

preparation for class. I love it when 

you look in the students’ eyes and 

see that they got it, the message got 

through, and the power of the word 

was evident. I have loved my associa-

tion with students in the classroom 

and on a personal level when they 

come for various reasons to my offi ce. 

Dennis L. Largey, department chair, and Jeanine Ehat, department secretary, schedule 

professors to teach classes with a total enrollment of nearly 13,000 students. Courtesy of 

Richard Crookston.
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J. SPENCER FLUHMAN (fl uhman@byu.edu) IS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF CHURCH HISTORY AND DOCTRINE 

AT BYU. CHRISTOPHER C. JONES (chrisjones13@gmail.com) IS A MASTER’S STUDENT OF HISTORY AT BYU.

Q&A with J. Spencer Fluhman
Interview by Christopher C. Jones

Q: Congratulations on your recent 

selection to the Young Scholar 

program. Can you tell us a bit about 

the program? 

A: The program had its beginnings 

in the early nineties. The Center for 

the Study of Religion and Ameri-

can Culture, with funding from the 

Lilly Endowment, established the 

program to support young univer-

sity faculty working in the fi eld of 

American religion. Every few years, 

ten to twelve young scholars meet in 

Indianapolis for seminars aimed at 

enhancing their research and writing, 

classroom teaching, and professional 

development. Over the course of their 

appointments, seminar participants 

are expected to write a publishable 

piece of research. Some of those 

articles are published in the center’s 

journal, Religion and American 

Culture. I will be a seminar member at 

the center from 2007 to 2009.

Q: How were you selected? Did 

you have to apply?

A: The center accepts applications 

in a national competition before each 

seminar series. Applicants submit 

after graduating summa cum laude from byu in 1998 with a degree 

in Near Eastern studies, Fluhman obtained an MA (2000) and PhD (2006) 

from the University of Wisconsin–Madison in history. Fluhman was recently 

selected to participate in the Young Scholars in American Religion program 

at the Center for the Study of Religion and American Culture at Indiana 

University–Purdue University at Indianapolis. 

Q: Tell us about the upcoming 

Doctrine and Covenants Reference 

Companion. What will be its most 

helpful features?

A: The Doctrine and Covenants 

volume will be the next book in the 

series of Reference Companions. 

Patterned after the Book of Mormon 

Reference Companion, the Doctrine 

and Covenants book will contain 

articles on people, places, phrases, 

doctrines, general topics of interest, 

and more, all arranged from A to Z. 

One of the most helpful features of 

the volume is having all the informa-

tion under one cover. 

Q: What are your colleagues doing 

in terms of teaching and publishing?

A: We have dedicated teachers here. 

Professors in our department make 

serious goals each year to improve 

their teaching. The scholarship aspect 

of our responsibility enhances class-

room teaching rather than detracting 

from it. My colleagues care greatly 

for their students and work very hard 

to provide them with a meaningful 

experience in their classes. Alumni 

surveys and student evaluations have 

been encouraging indicators that 

our classes are meeting the “aims of 

a BYU education” in regard to being 

intellectually enlarging and spiritu-

ally strengthening. As for research 

and publishing, faculty members in 

ancient scripture are making wonder-

ful contributions both in and out of 

LDS circles. Examples include works 

dealing with topics such as Solomon’s 

temple, the English Bible, the book 

of Abraham, the life of Christ, and 

works that explicate LDS beliefs and 

doctrines.  

My colleagues work very 
hard to provide students 
with a meaningful 
experience in their classes.
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vitae, essays describing their schol-

arly work and teaching, and letters of 

recommendation. 

Q: What will your responsi-

bilities and schedule include in this 

program?

A: I will attend fi ve seminars, held 

in October and April, over the next 

couple of years. The seminars alter-

nate between teaching, research, and 

professional development emphases. 

Q: Do you feel like it is an impor-

tant achievement for a historian of 

Mormonism to be recognized and 

selected for this program? 

A: I think it is another signal that 

Latter-day Saint Church history is 

increasingly being seen as an impor-

tant part of the larger story of Ameri-

can religious history. With as rich 

history and documentary archive as 

we have, non–Latter-day Saint schol-

ars are drawn to the fi eld in greater 

numbers these days, too. It is an excit-

ing time to be working in the fi eld.

Q: What current research are you 

working on?

A: I am expanding the study I began 

in graduate school, which surveys 

American perceptions of early 

Latter-day Saints. I have tried to use 

those perceptions as a window into 

how Americans came to grips with 

the religious and cultural changes of 

the nineteenth century. I have found 

that we have a great deal to learn 

about how and why people perceived 

Joseph Smith and the Church the 

way they did. When it is done, I 

hope to have assembled a history of 

“Mormonism in the American mind” 

from 1830 to 1896.

Q: What is the current state of 

Mormon studies? What do you see 

in its future?

A: I am excited about Mormon stud-

ies. Interdisciplinary interest in the 

Church, its people, and our past is a 

sign of a certain maturity with regard 

both to the Church and to the acad-

emy. One of the most exciting things 

about this surge in interest is the 

ways it brings people from within and 

outside the Latter-day Saint tradition 

together in a search for understand-

ing. It forces those of us on the inside 

to be clearer about ourselves, and, 

on the other hand, it forces those on 

the outside to replace old stereotypes 

with more nuanced and compelling 

understandings of us. In my mind, it is 

a win-win scenario.

Q: What advice do you have for 

young Latter-day Saint students 

of Mormon history who aspire to 

follow in your footsteps and pursue 

Mormon studies professionally?

A: The fi rst thought I have is simply 

to echo what Latter-day Saint scholar 

Richard L. Bushman recently wrote. 

I agree with him that it would be a 

mistake for Latter-day Saint schol-

ars to check their beliefs at the door 

when they write. I see no compel-

ling reason for a believing scholar 

to obscure his or her faith in any 

way. Second, it will serve any young 

scholar well to work toward master-

ing the wider fi eld and historical 

context. A valid criticism of past 

Latter-day Saint histories is that too 

few are accessible to folks outside the 

tradition. Translating our history for 

non–Latter-day Saint readers is hard 

work, to say the least, but it is work 

that must be done if we hope to do 

justice to the real signifi cance of the 

story. I guess I am restating what has 

been said by President Spencer W. 

Kimball, Elder Neal A. Maxwell, and 

others through the years: Latter-day 

Saint scholarship of lasting signifi -

cance will issue from those who are, 

in effect, bilingual, possessing both 

a vocabulary of faith and one that 

works in the modern academy. So, 

there is your answer (fi nally!): be the 

best Latter-day Saint you can be, and 

squeeze every drop of insight you can 

from the wider historical fi eld. 

Latter-day Saint Church 
history is increasingly 
being seen as an impor-
tant part of the larger 
story of American religious 
history.
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equipment to treat cardiovascular problems, gastrointestinal 

biopsy devices, shunts, oxygenators, catheters, and equipment to 

treat chronic kidney failure. He later founded the Quinton Instru-

ment Company, which he ran for thirty years. It had achieved 

a worldwide presence by the time Wayne sold the company. In 

2006 he was honored by the University of Washington with the 

title “Father of Biomedical Engineering.” 

 The Quintons have a blended family of fi ve children and 

eighteen grandchildren and one great-grandchild. Wayne married 

Jeanne K. LeSueur in 1987. She was raised in Wyoming and Utah. 

Both of her parents graduated from BYU. Jeanne earned her 

master’s degree in early childhood education and taught early-

morning seminary for twelve years in Seattle, Washington. She 

thrives on organizing family events and fund-raising for worthy 

causes. An example of her efforts at family bonding is the Cousins’ 

Camp she holds annually in the summer for her grandchildren. 

All children fi ve years and older attend. She and her husband 

have run many marathons together, and she enjoys music, interior 

design, homemaking, and gathering family and friends socially. 

 Together Wayne and Jeanne serve as active members of 

the Brigham Young University President’s Leadership Council 

and as committee cochairs over “New Members” on the National 

Advancement Council for Religious Education. Not only Religious 

Education benefi ts from their generosity, but also athletics, engi-

neering, and BYU Television. These outstanding donors continue 

to give of their time, talents, and resources to bless the Church, 

Brigham Young University, and Religious Education.  

without the generous assistance of donors, 

Religious Education could not bless as many lives through its 

programs. These donors are the quiet supporters of Religious 

Education’s efforts. Wayne and Jeanne Quinton are among 

those who have chosen to give to Religious Education. Raised 

in Rigby, Idaho, Wayne has accomplished much in his life. At 

twenty-one he headed the preliminary tool planning project for 

the B-29’s bomb bay at Boeing Aircraft Company. Eight years 

later he directed the Biomedical Engineering Department at the 

University of Washington. During eleven years in that position, 

he pioneered and built forty-four medical devices, including the 

treadmill for exercise stress testing of cardiac patients, open-heart 

Religious Education receives a great deal 

of support from Frank and Mary Ann 

McCord. Frank serves as the chairman of the 

Religious Education National Advancement 

Council (NAC). Along with monetary contri-

butions, they dedicate hours to establishing 

Friends of Religious Education chapters 

around the country. 

 Mary Ann and Frank support Religious 

Education at BYU “because it provides a 

unique opportunity to spread the message of 

the restored gospel by extending the talent, 

knowledge, and spirit of some of the best 

qualifi ed authorities in the Church who teach 

religion classes daily.” They believe that 

“additional funding enables us to provide 

clear, accurate information regarding the 

history, doctrines, beliefs, and practices of 

the Church more effectively, creatively, and 

thoroughly so as to strengthen the faith and 

testimony of the faithful while enlightening 

and uplifting members and nonmembers 

alike.”

 The McCords have nine children and 

thirty grandchildren. One is presently serv-

ing a mission in the northern Denver area. 

Two granddaughters are students at BYU, 

another is a freshman at New York Univer-

sity, and one grandson is a senior at Utah 

State University. Mary Ann enjoys spending 

time with grandchildren, reading, traveling, 

family history, and walking on the beach in 

San Diego. Frank enjoys traveling, geneal-

ogy, and service as an ordinance worker in 

the San Diego California Temple.   

Frank and Mary Ann McCord

Wayne and 
Jeanne Quinton

donors

 To donate to Religious Education programs, visit fore.byu.edu.
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student intern christy bigelow decided to major 

in English with an editing minor after she took a freshman 

honors writing class. “It was the first time a teacher had 

ever told me that I was a really good writer,” she said. “It 

was my favorite class, so I decided to give English a try. 

I never looked back.” One day she looked at the intern-

ship board in the basement of the Joseph Fielding Smith 

Building and saw that the RSC hired interns. She said a 

rsc interns hone 
publishing skills photos by Chase Nebeker

Internships offer valuable work experience for students working in the Religious Studies Center (RSC)  

on campus. The RSC offers editing interns a chance to practice editing books and journal articles, and  

indexing. Even better, these interns get paid to work while earning credit through BYU classes offered in  

the English and Linguistics departments (Engl 399R or ELang 399R). “I enjoy applying the skills I am learn-

ing in my editing class,” says Beth Hixson, editorial team lead. “No other on-campus editing internship 

offers as much experience with the editing process.”

Christy M. Bigelow, left, and Heather C. Jacobsen review editing changes in staff meeting.
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favorite aspect of her job is learning about Church history 

while editing. But her greatest satisfaction, she says, is “to 

be around people you can learn from. We are all studying 

the same things, and it’s nice to work together on projects 

while gaining real-life experience and benefi ting from the 

mentoring here.”

 Students walk through the full editing experience 

through proofreading, indexing, and reviewing fi nal 

galleys. “I’ve learned several classes’ worth of information 

in this internship,” said Elisabeth Sutton. “For example, 

I now know how to transliterate ancient Egyptian, get 

around the historic sites of downtown Salt Lake City, and 

fi nd the islands of Micronesia on a map. You can’t pay for 

that kind of training.”

Student interns work under the supervision of Devan 

Jensen, executive editor of the RSC. Dr. Melvin J. Thorne, 

director of the BYU Humanities Publication Center, 

recently noted, “Our editing minor in the Department of 

Linguistics and English Language is only three years old, 

but it is growing fast, and one of the experiences that we 

recommend highly to our minors is to obtain an internship 

or job where they can improve and polish their skills.” He 

added, “Student editing interns at the RSC have benefi ted 

greatly from the mentoring they receive from Devan 

Jensen and others. Devan clearly cares about the students 

he works with and gives them meaningful feedback to help 

them grow. They report feeling much more confi dent in 

their skills and more certain of their career paths.”

 In addition to communication skills, students gain a 

broader range of life skills while working with full-time 

staff members. “Mentoring is one of the major goals of a 

BYU education,” says Richard Neitzel Holzapfel, publica-

tions director of the Religious Studies Center. He adds, 

“Student internships at the RSC help us get our work done 

to accomplish our publication agenda, but it is the extra 

training and mentoring that goes on with students through 

contact with our staff that teaches them important skills 

beyond grammar that will last them a lifetime. The entire 

staff at the RSC, including Joany Pinegar, Stephanie 

Wilson, and Devan Jensen, provides a safe learning envi-

ronment for these wonderful students who leave us with 

more than a sharpened pencil!” 

 Joany Pinegar sees growth in the students beyond the 

obvious editing skills. She says, “Other skills developed by 

our students are responsibility, dependability, professional-

ism, and teamwork. We work closely together and learn 

from each other. There is a sense of family here, and by 

being able to work in a positive, supportive atmosphere our 

students feel free to express themselves and try new things.”

 Something not generally learned in English class is 

what happens to the written word between editing and 

the fi nished project appearing on the shelves. As produc-

tion manager, Stephanie Wilson teaches the students how 

to set realistic goals and meet deadlines. As she works 

with distributors and publishers, she is able to show the 

students industry publication standards and teach them 

communication skills while dealing with offi ces beyond 

our own. 

For information 

about the student 

editorial intern-

ship, e-mail devan_

jensen@byu.edu.

“We work closely together and learn from 
each other. There is a sense of family 
here, and by being able to work in a 
positive, supportive atmosphere our 
students feel free to express themselves 
and try new things.”

student section

Devan Jensen and Beth Hixson oversee the editing work at the RSC.
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above highlight
“Behold the Lamb of God”: 

An Easter Celebration

Followers of Jesus Christ, since the 

beginning, have referred to their Savior 

as the Lamb of God. While down by 

the river Jordan, John the Baptist 

was baptizing those who desired to 

follow the Savior. When the Savior 

approached him, John declared, 

“Behold the Lamb of God, which 

taketh away the sin of the world” (John 

1:29). After John baptized Jesus, he 

bore record “that he had baptized the 

Lamb of God” (1 Nephi 10:10). The 

next day, when John and two of his 

disciples saw Jesus, the Baptist again 

proclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of God!” 

(John 1:36). Featuring beautiful color 

artwork, this volume celebrates the life 

and sacrifi ce of the Lamb of God.

ISBN: 978-0-8425-2693-7, Retail: $25.95

Modern Perspectives on 

Nauvoo and the Mormons: 

Interviews with Long-Term Residents

After the announcement of the intent 

to rebuild the Nauvoo Temple, there 

was much discussion in the town 

of Nauvoo about why The Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

would want to build such a large 

new publications
To purchase the following publications, visit www.byubookstore.com and click on book title or 

search by the ISBN number; or call the BYU Bookstore toll-free at 1-800-253-2578.

Featuring beautiful 
color artwork, this 

volume celebrates the 
life and sacrifice of the 

Lamb of God.
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building in such 

a small place 

and how it would 

impact Nauvoo. 

Questions were 

raised about the 

potentially vast 

increase in the 

number of visitors to Nauvoo and 

whether large numbers of Church 

members would settle in Nauvoo 

permanently, signifi cantly affecting the 

political and cultural environment. Addi-

tional interest focused on the whole 

history of the Mormons in Nauvoo. 

These ideas, attitudes, and feelings are 

recorded in this collection of interviews: 

twenty-six Nauvoo residents express 

their reactions to the temple being 

rebuilt. (Original printing, January 2003. 

Second printing, October 2007.)

ISBN: 978-0-8425-2526-8, Retail: $29.95

Living the Book of Mormon: 

“Abiding by Its Precepts”

The 36th Annual Sidney B. Sperry 

Symposium

“I told the breth-

ren that the Book 

of Mormon was 

the most correct 

of any book on 

earth, and the 

keystone of our 

religion, and a 

man would get nearer to God by abid-

ing by its precepts, than by any other 

book.” Joseph Smith’s statement still 

rings true 166 years later. The Book of 

Mormon clarifi es precepts taught in 

the Bible and invites us to live more 

Christlike lives. Topics of the 2007 

Sidney B. Sperry Symposium include 

redemption through Christ, three Rs 

of the Book of Mormon, and the divine 

precept of charity. Presenters include 

Elder Joe J. Christensen, Terry B. Ball, 

Richard O. Cowan, and Robert L. Millet. 

ISBN, 978-1-59038-799-3; Retail, $25.95

Moral Foundations: Standing Firm in 

a World of Shifting Values

The Gospel: The 

Foundation for a 

Professional Career 

symposium was 

held on Brigham 

Young Univer-

sity campus in 

March 2007. It was 

cosponsored by Religious Education 

and the Ira A. Fulton College of Engi-

neering and Technology. The purpose of 

the symposium was to emphasize how 

important it is for graduates of BYU to 

live the highest standards of morality 

and integrity as they leave campus and 

assume residency and employment in 

the world community. It was an oppor-

tunity to make principles taught by 

the Latter-day Saint faith fi nd practical 

application in the lives of graduates.  

ISBN: 978-0-8425-2686-9, Retail: $21.95

The Tabernacle: “An Old and 

Wonderful Friend”

As the Taberna-

cle in Salt Lake 

City’s Temple 

Square was 

renovated in 

2007, historian 

Scott C. Esplin 

releases this 

in-depth review of its construction. 

Featuring beautiful and historic photos, 

much of the book consists of a newly 

edited version of Stewart L. Grow’s 

thesis on the building of the Tabernacle. 

Grow was the grandson of Henry Grow, 

the bridge builder who designed the 

roof of the historic Tabernacle. Esplin 

provided a new introduction, placing 

the thesis in historical context.

ISBN: 978-0-8425-2675-3, Retail: $24.95

A Witness for the 

Restoration: Essays in 

Honor of Robert J. Matthews

This collection 

of essays offers 

tribute to Robert 

J. Matthews for 

his eightieth 

birthday. The 

wide-ranging 

essays are a 

refl ection of his varied interests and 

academic loves. Written by Matthews’s 

colleagues, topics range from biblical 

studies to the Book of Mormon and the 

Doctrine and Covenants.

ISBN: 978-0-8425-2676-0, Retail: $24.95 

“I told the brethren that the Book of Mormon was the 
most correct of any book on earth, and the keystone 
of our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by 
abiding by its precepts, than by any other book.” Joseph 
Smith’s statement still rings true 166 years later.
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ADVANCEMENTS
Robert C. Freeman was appointed   

  full professor of Church history and 

doctrine.

Michael A. Goodman was appointed   

  associate professor of Church history 

and doctrine.

ASSIGNMENTS
Alexander L. Baugh completed his   

   term as president of the John Whit-

mer Historical Association and was 

appointed editor of the Mormon 

Historical Studies. He appeared in 

the PBS broadcast The Mormons 

aired nationally in April 2007.

Richard C. Bennett was appointed   

    Religious Studies Center director of 

Church history research.

Jeffrey R. Chadwick was elected to   

  the Board of Trustees of the Ameri-

can Schools of Oriental Research 

(ASOR) for a three-year term. He is 

senior fi eld archaeologist with the Tell 

es-Safi /Gath archaeological expedi-

tion in Israel and senior fellow at the 

W. F. Albright Institute of Archaeo-

logical Research in Jerusalem.

Andrew H. Hedges was appointed editor  

  of the Journal of Book of Mormon and 

Restoration Scripture.

Paul Y. Hoskisson was appointed   

   Religious Studies Center director of 

ancient scripture research in 2007.

Kent P. Jackson was appointed associate 

  dean of Religious Education. 

Kerry M. Muhlestein was appointed   

  associate editor of the Journal of 

Book of Mormon and Restoration 

Scripture and reappointed chairman 

of the Annual Meeting Committee 

of the American Research Center in 

Egypt.

RETIREMENTS
Donald Q. Cannon, professor of   

   Church history and doctrine and 

former acting dean of Religious 

Education, retired in 2007.

Joseph Fielding McConkie, prolifi c   

  author and professor of ancient 

scripture, retired in 2007.

Paul H. Peterson, department chair of  

  Church history and doctrine and 

former director of the BYU Jerusa-

lem Center for Near Eastern Studies, 

retired in 2007 and passed away 

shortly thereafter.

OUTREACH
Alexander L. Baugh, Richard L. Bennett, 

Cynthia Doxey, Scott C. Esplin, and 

Reid L. Neilson spoke at a Wilford 

  Woodruff Conference at Yale Univer-

sity on November 9–10, 2007.

Roger P. Minert compiled and   

   published four volumes under the 

title German Immigrants in American 

Church Records: Wisconsin Protestant 

(Rockland, ME: Picton Press). A total 

of thirty students contributed to the 

compilation. 

Fred E. Woods, who holds a 

  Richard L. Evans Chair of Religious 

Understanding, lectured extensively 

at a number of universities on the 

story of interfaith collaboration at a 

Hawaiian leprosy settlement called 

Kalaupapa. He is producing a docu-

mentary to share the story.

AWARDS
W. Jeffrey Marsh was awarded the   

  university’s Loretta Gledhill Teach-

ing and Learning Fellowship for 2007 

to 2010.

Reid L. Neilson and Van C. Gessel won 

  the Geraldine McBride Woodward 

Prize from the Mormon History 

Association for the best book on 

international Church history, Taking 

the Gospel to the Japanese, 1901–2001.

Joy Smith was recognized for thirty-fi ve  

  years of service, Cheryl Snelgrove 

for fi fteen years of service, and Devan 

Jensen for fi ve years of service.

Thomas A. Wayment received the   

   university’s Young Scholar award 

in August 2007, based primarily on 

research and publication output. 

Joy Smith, assistant to the dean/controller, 

was recognized for her thirty-fi ve years of 

service to the university. Courtesy of Richard 

Crookston.

notes

faculty and staff

Thomas Wayment 

receiving recogni-

tion for the Young 

Scholar Award. 

Courtesy of BYU 

Photo.



WINTER 2008  25 

cultural and linguistic details, and explore new avenues 

of understanding into our faith, history, and way of life. 

Thus, research into scripture, Church history, and reli-

gious matters in general is an important part of what the 

full-time Religious Education faculty members do. Because 

BYU is primarily a teaching institution, we recognize 

the classroom experience as our major thrust. We seek, 

however, to expand our classroom through the writing and 

publication of our research.

 The RSC helps fund several meaningful projects 

each year and publishes books, articles, the Religious 

Educator, and BYU Religious Education Review to promote 

and disseminate Latter-day Saint research and thought. 

These publications enhance the libraries of Latter-day 

Saint readers and others who take an interest in the history 

and culture of the Latter-day Saints.

established in 1975 by byu religious education 

Dean Jeffrey R. Holland, the Religious Studies Center 

(RSC) is the research and publication arm of Religious 

Education. Since its inception, it has provided funding 

for numerous projects, including conferences, books, 

and articles relating to Latter-day Saint culture, history, 

scripture, and doctrine. 

Mission Statement

Our mission is to encourage and sponsor serious, faithful, 

gospel-related scholarship and the ensuing publication of 

that scholarship. The mission is accomplished by:

•  Providing grants to assist worthwhile projects.

•  Encouraging faculty members to submit their manu-

scripts for publication.

•  Publishing and marketing high-quality religious books 

and periodicals of a scholarly nature.

Research and Publication

One of the primary aspects of the RSC’s mission is to 

enhance understanding of revealed truths. The ultimate 

interpretation of doctrinal matters rests with the First 

Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles; there-

fore, we seek to discover historical background, provide 

An Invitation to Join with Us
RSC research and publication projects are sustained by university funding and by fi nancial donations from friends who want 

to encourage the kind of quality work the RSC does. We are thankful for the generosity of those who support our efforts to 

bring the best scholarship to light. If you would like to become a donor to the RSC to help its mission, please 

visit fore.byu.edu.

 The RSC restricts its publications to items that fi t within the scholarly range of the curriculum and mission of Religious 

Education. It produces materials that are well written, rigorous, and original and that refl ect the doctrine, the history, the 

teachings of the living prophets, and the standard works of the Restoration. It seeks works that meet academic needs or fi ll 

a niche in the area of faithful scholarship. It welcomes all materials that fi t within these parameters. 

about the rsc



Religious Education is fortunate to have 

the support of the Friends of Religious 

Education (FORE). This group sponsors 

fi resides, tours, and other activities to 

promote our work. Most recently FORE 

sponsored a guided tour of the Behold-

ing Salvation exhibit at the university’s 

Museum of Art. It was a well-attended 

evening activity led by Dawn C. Pheysey, 

curator of religious art, and Dr. S. Kent 

Brown, a prominent New Testament 

scholar. We invite readers to attend two 

upcoming events:

BYU Lecture Series

This April FORE will host a BYU lecture 

series presentation at the Irvine California 

Stake Center on Saturday, April 19, 2008, 

at 7:00 p.m. Richard Neitzel Holzapfel will 

speak on the topic “Jesus before Easter.”

Spring walking tour of 

historic Salt Lake City 

This spring FORE will host a walking tour 

of Salt Lake City historical sites led by 

John P. Livingstone and Lloyd D. Newell 

(announcer of Music and the Spoken 

Word), both members of the Church 

history faculty. 

If you would like to join the Friends of 

Religious Education for the BYU Lecture 

Seris, spring walking tour or the summer 

Church history tour, please contact our 

offi ce for details at stephanie_wilson@

byu.edu or 801-422-3293. We hope to hear 

from you. 

Invitation from Friends 
of Religious Education

WEB: BYUReligiousEducationReview.org


