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If you would like to make a special gift to Religious Education, please contact Ed Snow at  
801-422-9047 or email ed_snow@byu.edu.
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 rsc.byu.edu

LDS Books
Uplifting Conferences
Educational Symposia

Review Magazine
Inspiring Journal

Everything Online

Your Lifelong Gospel Study Resource

Provo, Utah, is unlike any other city because 

it is the home of two LDS temples, each with a distinctive story. This 

volume includes a comprehensive account of the histories of these 

two temples. One temple was built from the ground up and 

dedicated in 1972. The other is like a phoenix, born again 

of the ashes of a building destroyed by fire. This book 

includes richly illustrated pictures and text that trace 

the unique construction, history, and many 

other details that help tell the stories 

of each of Provo’s two temples.

a sacred place of worship but also as 
a place for the community to gather 
for a variety of events, including 
productions, performances, funerals, 
exhibitions, and several other cultur-
ally enriching activities.

In October 2011, President 
Thomas S. Monson announced, 
“Late last year the Provo Tabernacle 
in Utah County was seriously dam-
aged by a terrible fire. This wonderful 
building, much beloved by genera-
tions of Latter-day Saints, was left 
with only the exterior walls standing. 
After careful study, we have decided 
to rebuild it with full preservation 
and restoration of the exterior, to 
become the second temple of the 
Church in the city of Provo. The 
existing Provo Temple is one of the 
busiest in the Church, and a sec-
ond temple there will accommodate 
the increasing numbers of faithful 
Church members who are attending 
the temple from Provo and the sur-
rounding communities.”

(continued from front flap)

Provo Temple
Shortly after its dedication in 1972, 
the first temple in Provo quickly 
became the busiest temple in the 
Church in endowments and total ordi-
nances performed. It became known 
as the “working temple.” It averaged 
3,300 endowments a day during 1975 
and in January 1976 broke a record 
with 76,000 endowments being com-
pleted in a single month.

However, the numbers were 
not of primary concern to the first 
temple president, Harold Glen Clark, 
who insisted, “The spirituality, kind-
ness, and thoughtfulness of other 
people and the Spirit of the Lord in 
the temple is what we’re really proud 
of, not the numbers. People came 
because they wanted to and everyone 
felt uplifted when they left.”

Provo City Center Temple
Until it was destroyed by fire, the 
Provo Tabernacle had been enjoyed 
and cherished by the surrounding 
community for almost 125 years. The 
Provo Tabernacle served as not only 

(continued on back flap)
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Provo’s
TWO TEMPLES

Richard O. Cowan 
& Justin R. Bray



Sidney B. Sperry Symposium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Friday and Saturday, October 21–24, 2015

2016 Student Symposium.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Friday, February 19, 2016

2016 Church History Symposium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Thursday and Friday, March 3–4, 2016

See page 3 for more information.

Don’t miss out!
Make time for these upcoming Religious Education events. 

You will love the conferences sponsored by the Religious Studies Center. They 
feature popular speakers discussing outstanding gospel topics. And they are free! 


