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Opening Isaiah: A Harmony
KJV Isa 10
33 Behold, the Lord, the LORD
of hosts, shall lop the bough
with terror: and the high ones
of stature shall be hewn down,
and the haughty shall be
humbled.a
34 And he shall cut down the
thickets of the forest with iron,
and Lebanon shall fall by a
mighty one.b

JST Isa 10
33 Behold, the Lord, the LORD
of hosts, shall lop the bough
with terror: and the high ones
of stature shall be hewn
down, and the haughty shall
be humbled.

KJV Isa 11
1 AND there shall come forth a
rod out of the stem of Jesse,
and a Branch shall grow out of
his roots:c
2 And the spirit of the LORD
shall rest upon him, the spirit
of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit
of knowledge and of the fear
of the LORD;
3 And shall make him of quick
understanding in the fear of
the LORD: and he shall not
judge after the sight of his
eyes, neither reprove after the
hearing of his ears:
4 But with righteousness shall
he judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of
the earth: and he shall smite
the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of

JST Isa 11

Book of Mormon 2 Ne 20
33 Behold, the Lord, the Lord
of Hosts shall lop the bough
with terror; and the high ones
of stature shall be hewn down;
and the haughty shall be
humbled.
34 And he shall cut down
the thickets of the forests
with iron, and Lebanon
shall fall by a mighty one.

DSS Isa 10

Book of Mormon 2 Ne 21
1 AND there shall come forth a
rod out of the stem of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of
his roots.
2 And the Spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon him, the spirit
of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and of
the fear of the Lord;

DSS Isa 11

3 And shall make him of quick
understanding in the fear of
the Lord; and he shall not
judge after the sight of his
eyes, neither reprove after the
hearing of his ears.
4 But with righteousness shall
he judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of the
earth; and he shall smite the
earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of

3 And shall make him of quick
understanding in the fear of
the LORD: and he shall not
judge after the sight of his
eyes, neither reprove after the
hearing of his ear:1A
4 But with righteousness shall
he judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of the
earth: and he shall smite the
earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of
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NRSV Isa 10
33 Look, the Sovereign, the LORD of hosts,
will lop the boughs with terrifying power;
the tallest trees will be cut down,
and the lofty will be brought low.

34 He will hack down the thickets of the forest
with an ax,
and Lebanon with its majestic trees will fall.

NRSV Isa 11
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of
Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
LORD.

3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;

4 but with righteousness he shall judge the
poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth,

33a Although destruction by the Assyrians appears inevitable, they are instead stopped at the Mount of Olives and are hewn down, saving Jerusalem.
34b The imagery of a once-mighty forest chopped down to stumps is continued in Isa 11:1. Disregard the chapter break.
1c This continues the imagery of Isa 10:34. A remnant will remain and a powerful Messiah is prophesied. See D&C 113:1–6 for interpretation.
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KJV Isa 11
his lips shall he slay the
wicked.
5 And righteousness shall be
the girdle of his loins, and
faithfulness the girdle of his
reins.a
6 The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard
shall lie down with the kid;
and the calf and the young
lion and the fatling together;
and a little child shall lead
them.
7 And the cow and the bear
shall feed; their young ones
shall lie down together: and
the lion shall eat straw like the
ox.
8 And the sucking child shall
play on the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put
his hand on the cockatrice’
den.c
9 They shall not hurt nor
destroy in all my holy
mountain: for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the
LORD, as the waters cover the
sea.
10 ¶ And in that day there
shall be a root of Jesse, which
shall stand for an ensign of the
people; to it shall the Gentiles
seek: and his rest shall be
glorious.d

JST Isa 11

Book of Mormon 2 Ne 21
his lips shall he slay the
wicked.
5 And righteousness shall be
the girdle of his loins, and
faithfulness the girdle of his
reins.
6 The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard
shall lie down with the kid,
and the calf and the young lion
and […]b fatling together; and
a little child shall lead them.
7 And the cow and the bear
shall feed; their young ones
shall lie down together; and
the lion shall eat straw like the
ox.
8 And the sucking child shall
play on the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put
his hand on the cockatrice’s
den.
9 They shall not hurt nor
destroy in all my holy
mountain, for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the
LORD, as the waters cover the
sea.
10 And in that day there shall
be a root of Jesse, which shall
stand for an ensign of the
people; to it shall the Gentiles
seek; and his rest shall be
glorious.

46

DSS Isa 11
his lips the wicked will be
killed1A/the wicked will die.4C

NRSV Isa 11
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill
the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his
waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

6 The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard
[…] with the kid, they shall lie
down;4C and the calf and the
young lion will grow fat1A
together; and a little child shall
lead them.
7 And the cow and the bear
shall feed together;1A their
young ones shall lie down: and
the lion shall eat straw like the
ox.
8 And the sucking child shall
play on the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put
his hand on the
cockatrices’1A/4C dens.1A
9 They shall not hurt nor
destroy in […]1A my holy
mountain: for the earth shall
be full to know the glory4C of
the LORD, as the waters cover
the sea.

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.

7 The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of
the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on
the adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

5a See NRSV translation. Righteousness is an essential attribute of the Messiah. See D&C 121:36.
6b BoM—The 1830 edition contained the word “the” here. The word was removed in the 1852 edition.
8c See NRSV translation. In the NIV, it reads, “The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.”
10d According to D&C 113:6, the root refers to a priesthood bearer holding essential keys for the Restoration.
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11 And it shall come to pass in
that day, that the Lord shall set
his hand again the second
time to recover the remnant of
his people, which shall be left,
from Assyria, and from Egypt,
and from Pathros, and from
Cush, and from Elam, and
from Shinar, and from
Hamath, and from the islands
of the sea.a
12 And he shall set up an
ensign for the nations, and
shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the
dispersed of Judah from the
four corners of the earth.
13 The envy also of Ephraim
shall depart, and the
adversaries of Judah shall be
cut off: Ephraim shall not envy
Judah, and Judah shall not vex
Ephraim.b
14 But they shall fly upon the
shoulders of the Philistines
toward the west; they shall
spoil them of the east together:
they shall lay their hand upon
Edom and Moab; and the
children of Ammon shall obey
them.c

JST Isa 11
11 And it shall come to pass in
that day, that the Lord shall set
his hand again the second time
to recover the remnant of his
people, which shall be left,
from Assyria, and from Egypt,
and from Pathros, and from
Cush, and from Elam, and
from Shinar, and from
Hamath, and from the islands
of the sea.

Book of Mormon 2 Ne 21
11 And it shall come to pass in
that day that the Lord shall set
his hand again the second time
to recover the remnant of his
people which shall be left,
from Assyria, and from Egypt,
and from Pathros, and from
Cush, and from Elam, and
from Shinar, and from
Hamath, and from the islands
of the sea.
12 And he shall set up an
ensign for the nations, and
shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the
dispersed of Judah from the
four corners of the earth.
13 The envy […] of Ephraim
also shall depart, and the
adversaries of Judah shall be
cut off; Ephraim shall not envy
Judah, and Judah shall not vex
Ephraim.
14 But they shall fly upon the
shoulders of the Philistines
towards the west; they shall
spoil them of the east together;
they shall lay their hand upon
Edom and Moab; and the
children of Ammon shall obey
them.

DSS Isa 11

12 And he shall set up an
ensign for the nations, and
shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the
dispersed of Judah from the
[…]1A corners of the earth.
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NRSV Isa 11
11 On that day the Lord will extend his hand
yet a second time to recover the remnant that is
left of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt,
from Pathros, from Ethiopia, from Elam, from
Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands
of the sea.

12 He will raise a signal for the nations,
and will assemble the outcasts of Israel,
and gather the dispersed of Judah
from the four corners of the earth.

13 The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart,
the hostility of Judah shall be cut off;
Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah,
and Judah shall not be hostile towards
Ephraim.
4 But he4A shall fly upon the
shoulders of the Philistines
toward the west together;1A
and1A/4A they shall spoil them
of the east: they shall lay their
hand upon Edom and Moab;
and the children of Ammon
shall obey them.

14 But they shall swoop down on the backs of
the Philistines in the west,
together they shall plunder the people of the
east.
They shall put forth their hand against Edom
and Moab,
and the Ammonites shall obey them.

11a This describes the gathering of scattered Israel. Assyria in the northeast and Egypt in the southwest were the opposite ends of the Fertile Crescent and were
the dominant world powers of the day. Egypt was divided into three regions: the Delta (Egypt), the Nile Valley (Pathros), and Ethiopia in the south (Cush). Elam
and Shinar are the southeastern tip of the Fertile Crescent. Hamath is in Syria. See main map, “The Writings of Isaiah” on p. 1.
13b See Ezek 37:15–22; 2 Ne 3:12.
14c The small nations that surrounded Israel and were often its ancient enemies—the Philistines (west), Edom (southeast), Moab (southeast), and Ammon
(east)—will be subdued and will assist in the gathering of scattered Israel. See Map Isaiah 11:14.
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