bp. 10 Jul 1901; conf. 19 Jul 1901; m. 30 Mar 1887, Ludwig
Neuenschwander; 1 child; d. old age 30 Dec 1940 (FHL
microfilm 68797, no. 38; CHL CR 275 8 2441, FHL
microfilm no. 245241; 1930 and 1935 censuses; no. 38)

Valentin Krimer b. Herrensohr, Rheinland, 15 Jul
1924; son of Valentin Krimer and Elisabeth Lina
Rasskopf; bp. 15 May 1933; k. in battle 15 Jan 1943 (IGI)

Richard Friedrich Krimer b. Herrensohr,
Rheinland, 31 Dec 1926; son of Valentin Krimer and
Elisabeth Lina Rasskopf; bp. 13 Jun 1935; d. 1945 (IGI)

Peter Prison b. Dudweiler, Rheinprovinz, 3 Oct
1867; son of Jakob Prison and Maria Katharina
Linnenbach; bp. 7 May 1922; conf. 7 May 1922; ord.
deacon 19 Sep 1922; ord. teacher 20 Jan 1924; ord. priest
1 Jan 1934; ord. elder 1 Nov 1936; m. 20 Sep 1890,
Theresia Trockle; 8 children; d. pneumonia Dudweiler
19 Dec 1943 (FHL microfilm 68797, no. 42; CHL CR
275 8 2441, no. 42; IGI)

Johannes Zimmer b. Karlsruhe, Baden, 16 Jul
1921; son of Albert Zimmer and Maria Magdalena
Stahl; bp. 28 Aug 1930; conf. 28 Aug 1930; corporal;
d. Orleans, France, 15 Jun or 23 Jul 1943; bur. Fort de
Malmaison, France (CHL microfilm 2458, form 42 FP,
pt. 37, district list, 250-51; FHL microfilm 68797, no.
59; FHL microfilm no. 245307; 1925 and 1935 censuses;
www.volksbund.de)

NOTES

1. Saarbriicken city archive.

2. West German Mission branch directory, 1939, CHL LR 10045 11.
3. Presiding Bishopric, “Financial, Statistical, and Historical Reports
of Wards, Stakes, and Missions, 1884-1955,” 257, CHL CR 4 12.
Elisabeth Klein Reger, interview by the author, Salt Lake City,
July 19, 2007.

Paul Prison, interview by the author, Richmond, UT, November
22,2008.

Max Adam, interview by the author, Bountiful, UT, April 18,
2007.

Harold died in the Kalmenhof Hospital in Idstein (as recorded
in the margin of his official birth record in Saarbriicken). The
book Euthanasie im Nationalsozialismus by Dorothea Sick
(Frankfurt: Fachhochschule, 1983) shows that well over seven
hundred persons of all ages were murdered in that hospital and
buried nearby. Most murders were done by the injection of
lethal drugs, but death was usually not instantaneous.

Horst Peter Prison and Elfriede Deininger Prison, telephone
interview with Jennifer Heckmann in German, April 13, 2009;
summarized in English by Judith Sartowski.

Dieter Jung, interview by the author, West Valley City, UT,
June 20, 2006.

10. He did not know the name of the landing site until he lived
in Utah years later. He and a neighbor (a GI and Normandy
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veteran) compared descriptions of the area and determined that
they had been at the same location, serving in opposing armies.
11. Herbert Jung, interview by Michael Corley, Salt Lake City,
October 30, 2008.
12. It was not until 1957 that the question of nationality for the
Saarland was resolved and France gave up its claims to the valu-

able territory.

WORMS BRANCH

he small branch of Latter-day Saints who

called Worms their home strove in 1939
to maintain the programs of the Church. Of the
thirty-three members of record, eighteen (55 per-
cent) were females over twelve years of age and
only four men and boys held the priesthood. The
solitary elder was Friedrich Tisch, and his wife,
Karoline, was the Relief Society president. The
only other surname listed on the branch directory
of June 1939 was Hammerle (Ellen, the leader of
the YWMIA).!

Worms Branch? 1939
Elders 1
Priests 0
Teachers 0
Deacons 3
Other Adult Males 6
Adult Females 18
Male Children 5
Female Children 0
Total 33

In the fall of 1939, the Worms Branch held
meetings in rented rooms at Renzstrasse 5. Sunday
School began at 10:00 a.m. and sacrament meeting
at 8:00 p.m. MIA was held on Thursdays at 8:00
p-m., and the Relief Society met on Tuesdays at the

same hour.



UNDER THE GUN

As of this writing, the only surviving member of
the wartime Worms Branch is Renate Tisch (born
1924). Her family lived at Gaustrasse 64 in the
northern Worms suburb of Neuhausen. Friedrich
Tisch was an employee of the Reichsbank and
had moved his family to the city in 1926. Renate

recalled the meeting location and the members:

Before we moved in, another religious group had
used the rooms. We met in the back. There was
one small room and a nice, big room. We were able
to hold all our meetings there but had to be careful
about what we taught and said and what hymns
we sang. Our branch wasn’t very big—it con-
sisted of my family, Sister Miiller’s family, and the
Spengler family. I would say that we were about
fifteen people in attendance. We did not have any
pictures or special decorations on the wall or in the
room. But there was a sign at the street that indi-
cated that we met in those rooms. We didn’t have
any Primary class because there were no children.?

Upon completing her schooling at age fourteen,
Renate was called to work for one year on the Spindler
farm, only about twenty minutes from her home,
and she was allowed to go to church on Sundays. Her
pay was only 5 Reichsmark (about $1.50) per month.

American missionary Walter Scoville had served
in Worms just before the war and maintained corre-
spondence with the Tisch family before the United
States entered the war in December 1941. He

received an encouraging letter written by Friedrich
Tisch on March 4, 1940, that included these lines:

Brother Scoville, you needn’t worry about us. We
are not in need in any way. We have enough to eat
and drink, more than we need. After all, we can’t
do more than eat until we're full every day. . . .
More news: Sister Hammerle had a baby boy on
September 21 last year. . . . And Sister Miiller had
a baby boy just before Christmas to keep the fam-
ily name alive. Other than that, nothing is dif-
ferent. We still hold our meetings as always. . . .
We still have the clothes we washed for [Elders]
Kuhn and Oldroyd [when they left the country
in August 1939]. We could not send it to them in
Holland because there wasn’t enough time, . . .
and they haven’t written to us. We will keep the
clothes here until the missionaries come back.
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Fig. 1. The building at Renzstrasse 5 as it appears today. (P. W. Ehl)

Young Renate Tisch was destined to serve her
country in several capacities away from home dur-
ing the war, but she was still in Worms when an
air raid left the branch meeting rooms in rubble. In
her recollection, “We went to church every Sunday,
and when we went that one day our building was
gone. Everything was lost that we had in our meet-
ing rooms. But we kept our songbooks at home.
Since we weren’t many people in the first place, we
organized meetings in our living room.” For the
duration of the war, worship services in the Worms
Branch took place in the homes of the members,
usually the Tisch family’s apartment.

“We covered our windows with something similar

to black blankets in the evening,” Renate explained:



If there was a light, the [air-raid wardens] would
come after us. We would always go into the air-
raid shelter together, and I would make sure that
I sat next to my family. If we died together, it
would be all right. We had light in the air-raid
shelters and took our flashlights. We also took a
suitcase with us, with maybe a dress and under-
wear in it. My dad had important papers in his
suitcase. When the alarm came, we grabbed our
belongings and went. Our home was damaged
during air raids, but we were still able to live in it.

At age eighteen, Renate answered the call of
the Reichsarbeitsdienst and was sent south to the
town of Zell, in the Wiesenthal valley in Baden. She
described the situation in these words:

That was quite a long ways away from home
for me. [Our leaders] taught us everything we
should know about the Allies. They told us from
which side each country would come and how
we could conquer America. I lived in a brand-
new house during that time. It was built just
for us girls. Upstairs it had five big rooms and
downstairs, we had other rooms. By 10:00 a.m.
we had to go out to work for the farmers or fami-
lies with many children where the husband was
serving in the military. During the year I was
there, I did not have the opportunity to attend
chrch. But I was able to go home for a couple of
weeks once.

Renate had been fortunate to meet a fine young
LDS man at a mission conference. She recalled that
Anton Huck carried photographs of young peo-
ple in the mission. (“It seemed that he wanted us
to fall in love.”) Paul Eysser was a member of the
Nuremberg Branch and was serving in the military
near Worms. This allowed him to attend church
meetings in the home of the Tisch family. “I got
to see him quite a lot for a few weeks, and he wrote
letters too,” recalled Renate.

Renate and Paul were married at city hall in
Worms on October 9, 1943, and then traveled to
Nuremberg where the branch (the second largest in
the mission) celebrated with them. Renate recalled:

All the branch members were there, and it was a
big feast. My parents supplied geese, rabbits, and
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chickens. We also had dumplings and vegetables.
At least forty people were there.

We found somebody to take the pictures and
to bring some flowers. We had about one week
together before Paul had to go back to his mili-
tary duty.

With her husband gone again so soon, Renate went
back to work. Her next assignment was as a civilian
in an army office in Bensheim, only ten miles east
of Worms. For a while, she was able to commute
to work on the train, but eventually Allied bomb-
ers destroyed the bridge over the Rhine River, and
Renate could not often make the longer trip south
to Mannheim, across the river to Ludwigshafen and
north to Worms. She spent the nights in Bensheim.
All the while, her father (who was too old to be
drafted) was conducting church meetings in his
home, trying to keep the branch intact despite
increasing absenteeism among the branch members.

“l worked in the payroll office. Soldiers
weren’t paid much, but it was more than the 2,40
Reichsmark [60 cents] I was paid each month, along
with room and board,” Renate explained. During
the final months of the war, she was sent to Munich
in Bavaria; her office was transferred there to stay
out of the way of the invading Allied troops. She
located a cousin in the Bavarian capital and was able
to live in her apartment. “Munich was bombed ter-
ribly, and we spent a lot of time in the basement
shelters,” she recalled.

Renate Tisch Eysser was still in Munich when
the American army entered the city and the war
ended. “There were many black soldiers who we had
never seen before. I turned to my coworker and said:
‘My goodness! Look at that!” But I wasn’t afraid of
them. They were nice to us.” Shortly after the war
ended, Renate looked for a way to return to Worms.
That way was by rail in a coal car. She made it as
far as Mannheim, where the American forces occu-
pied the city. The French controlled the area across
the river and initially made matters difficult for the
young woman. Fortunately, she ran into Anton
Huck, who directed her to the home of Eugen
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Hechtle, the district president, where she spent the
night. The next day, Renate convinced the French
guards to allow her to cross the river and proceed to
her home in Worms.

Paul Eysser had been taken prisoner by the
Americans at the end of 1944 and was sent to
Missouri as a POW. He was released in 1946 and
made his way first to Nuremberg and then to
Worms, where he was reunited with his wife, as she
recalled: “He came home in April 1946. Nobody
knew that he was alive. No messages could be sent
through the Red Cross. Not even his parents knew
where he was. The last thing that I had heard from
him was that he was headed for Russia.”

Renate had the following summary comments
about some of the spiritual trials that occur in war-
time: “My mother always used to tell us that we
have to have faith. That stuck with me. We had to
believe that Heavenly Father would be with us. We
prayed a lot. When we went into the air-raid shel-
ters, the neighbors would feel relief and be happy
that we were there. They believed that we brought
some kind of peace and that made them less afraid
of the situation to come.”

On December 26, 1946, President Tisch wrote
a letter to his missionary friend, Walter Scoville, in
the United States. The war had been over for eigh-
teen months, and Brother Tisch was finally able
to offer some good news about the conditions in
Worms:
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We have survived this terrible war, though there
were several occasions when we were close to
being killed. We lost our meeting rooms and were
forced to hold meetings in our apartment. . . .
The members of the Worms Branch were able to
stay in their homes for the most part. Sister Mink
lives in a different part of Worms, but was able to
rescue her property. Our beautiful city became a
victim of the air raids. . . . You know how close
our home is to the railroad station. There are 22
bomb craters in the gardens around our home.
But our home still stands and the damage it suf-
fered has already been repaired. We have gone
through very painful times, and every day we are
still moving rubble out of our way. . . . We want to
live as faithful Latter-day Saints and be prepared
to bear testimony of the truth of the Restoration.
... By the way, our daughter Renate married an
elder [Eysser] from the Nuremberg Branch back
in October 1943. He was a POW in Missouri for
a year and just returned in April [1946].

The Worms Branch had survived World War II
and the members were looking forward to gathering
together to worship in peacetime.

No members of the Worms Branch are known
to have died during World War II.
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