Pro logue

ometime in the early 18 50s, on the Hawaiian island of Maui,*

Na‘oheakamalu Manuhi‘i and her husband favorably received

haole** missionaries and their message of the restored gospel of
Jesus Christ. Later this young couple cared for a severely ill teenage
missionary. This youthful missionary had lost his father and his
uncle (after whom he was named) at age five and then his mother
a few years before he embarked on his mission at age fifteen. The
motherly care shown the orphan missionary was never forgot-
ten, and the young elder’s experience among the Hawaiian people
played a pivotal role in his becoming a man. He later described the
early years of his youth as “a comet or a fiery meteor, without . . .
balance or guide” and credited his mission to Hawai‘i for having
“restored my equilibrium, and fixed the laws . . . which have gov-
erned my subsequent life.”?

Little more is known of this caring Hawaiian couple, but like
many other early Hawaiian converts to The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints in the islands, they would have endured
breaches of apostasy within the Church and general persecution
from without. What’s more, as Native Hawaiians they would have
endured epidemics of disease leading to the death of much of their
race, tumultuous governance, and unimaginable change as their
once-isolated society became increasingly exposed to the outside

world.
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The fate of the husband is unknown, but Sister Manuhi‘i
remained connected to her faith. And remarkably, more than sixty
years later, this devoted sister and the young missionary she cared
for were reunited on a pier in Honolulu in 1909. She called out
for “losepa,” Joseph, and he instantly ran to her, hugging her and
saying, “Mama, Mama, my dear old Mama.” The boy she had cared
for was now the prophet of the Church, Joseph F. Smith; and the
caring sister, now blind and frail, had brought him the best gift
she could afford—a few choice bananas.?®

“Ma” Manuhi‘i’s enduring faith and her heartfelt but meager
gift of bananas are telling. While her faith was deep and abiding,
her meager means meant that the fulness of the gospel, realized
only in temples thousands of miles away, was not a reality for
her. This inaccessibility to temples, faced by Ma Manuhi‘i and
so many other Saints in distant lands, had been a conundrum
for Church leaders for years, and possibly the most outspoken
of those leaders on that subject was Ma’s “son” Joseph F. Smith.?’

Years later, Ma learned that her beloved losepa would again
visit the islands, and she waited for days on the steps of the mis-
sion house in Honolulu, anticipating his arrival. The prophet
and his party had an exceptional visit, and it appears that before
his departure he promised Ma that she would live to attend the
temple.*® Three months later, in the October 1915 general con-
ference, President Joseph F. Smith proposed the construction
of a temple in Hawai‘i. It was unanimously approved.

Although construction advanced promptly, President Joseph F.
Smith did not live to see the Hawaii Temple completed among a
people he loved so dearly, but Ma did. In her late eighties and
among the first to attend, Ma was carried through the temple to
receive her blessings and be sealed to her husband. While in the
temple, she heard the voice of Joseph F. Smith tell her “Aloha,”
and a dove flew in through an open window and alighted on her
bench. Expressing her feeling of deep contentment, Ma passed
away a week later.?> Ma is buried near the temple, and a statue of
her now resides next to the temple in honor of her, and so many
others like her, whose faith laid the foundation for a temple in

Hawai‘i.3°



“Ma” Na ‘oheakamalu
Manuhi i (1832—-1919).
This sculpture graces the
entrance to the Laie Pio-
neer Memorial Cemetery,
adjacent to the Laie Hawaii
Temple. Sculpted by Jan
Fischer. Courtesy of Gary

Davis.
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