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apōleian, 350
apostasy, 234, 358–59
Arianism, 258–62
Aristotle, 122, 123
Arius, 259
Arminius, Jacob, 254–55



Index

402

astronomy, principles of, outlined in 
Abraham, 144–46

Atonement. See also salvation
agency and, 255–56
exaltation through, 73–75
Fall and, 280
LDS views on, 245–46
salvation through, 333

Augustine, 253, 342
Augustinian monks, 315–16
authority

in parable of willing and unwilling 
two sons, 104–6

to perform baptism, 166

baptism
Catholic rejection of Mormon, 249–50
covenant of, 35
early LDS teachings on Flood as, 

165–70
and earth as living entity, 173–78
Flood of Noah viewed as, 164–65, 

184n37, 185n43
later LDS teachings on Flood as, 

170–73
belief, web of, 363
Benjamin, King, 32, 181
Benson, Ezra Taft, xvi–xvii
Berry, Lowell, 295–96
Bible, coming to know Christ through, 

83–84
birth, spirit, 8–12, 20n20, 260, 261, 262
blasphemy against Holy Ghost, 59
blessing(s)

for Abraham and his descendants, 
65–67

blessing(s) (continued)
of Atonement, 73–75
of eternal life, 70–73
friendship as, 121
of gift of Holy Ghost, 57–58
requirements for, 75–78
Resurrection as unconditional, 

67–70
unconditional, 256–57
worthiness for, 67

body
and degrees of glory, 69–70
Resurrection and, 15, 16, 68
spirit and, 12–14

Book of Abraham, translation of
chronology of, 139, 142–46
early efforts, 140–41
evidence for 1842 translation of 

Abraham 3–5, 149–53
extent of, 147–48
later efforts, 141–42
theory and evidence regarding, 

153–57
Book of Mormon

historicity of, 87
Millet and literalistic appreciation of, 

xvi–xvii
teachings on salvation in, 335–36
as testament of Jesus Christ, 85–86

Book of Moses, 22n39, 174–75
bowl judgments, 214–15

“breath of life,” 197–98
Brigham Young University, x–xiii, 293–

94, 295, 296–97
Buddhism, 239
Bushman, Richard L., 303



LET US REASON TOGETHER

403

BYU New Testament Commentary 
Series, 205–6
interpretations at odds with later 

Mormon commentary, 208–11
points of agreement with non-

Mormon scholarship, 211–22
sources in, 206–8

Call, Anson, 147
calling and election made sure, 58–61, 

62
Callister, Tad R., 180, 358–59
Calvin, John, 205
Calvinism, 241–43, 255
Cassian, John, 254
Catholicism, rejection of Mormon 

baptism, 249–50
celestial kingdom, 72–73, 334, 340–41, 

351
celestial law, 69, 179
Chandler, Michael, 140
charity, in friendship, 123–25, 128, 

131–33
Chesterton, G. K., 312–13

“Chicago Experiment,” 294
children, obedience of, 102–3
Christian history, 84–86
Christianity. See also heresies

and apostasy, 358–59
center of, 363–67
creedal, 249–53
culturalist, 89
defining, 359–60
establishing identity of, 361–62
existence of, before Christ, 369n29
generic, 362–63

Christianity (continued)
growth, grace, and sin in traditional, 

282–84
Harnack on, 357–58
Mormonism rejected as, 250–51
Mormonism tethered to, 363
N. T. Wright on, 368n23
relationship of Mormonism to, 

235–37
Scot McKnight on, 360–61

Christian Science, 241
Christocentrism, xvi, 345, 348
Chronicles of Narnia (Lewis), 347–48
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints, The
and center of Christianity, 365–67
comparison of Protestant soteriology 

versus, 343–53
as cult, 235, 291–92
grace in soteriology of, 334–40
growth of, 295
history of, 81–93
public perception of, 293–95, 

310n46
soteriology of, 330–34
tethered to Christianity, 363

Cohen, I. B., 294
Columbus, Christopher, 53
Comforter

Holy Ghost as, 51–52
Jesus Christ as, 62–63

commandments, obedience to, 27–28, 
41–44

community, importance of, 88–89
comparative religious studies, 270–71
competition, and friendship, 125–26



Index

404

confession, of Martin Luther, 316–17
consequences

of obedience, 42
of sin, 59–60

Council in Heaven, 106–11, 115n40, 
146

Council of Nicea, 258–59
“countercult” movement, 234
counterfeit doctrines, 321–24
covenants

and Holy Ghost’s seal of approval, 
58

and implementation of gospel, 
74–75

Cowdery, Oliver, 143, 147–48
creation

of Adam, 186n48
in Book of Abraham, 146, 150–51
of humans in God’s image, 272–77
spiritual and temporal, 5

creedal Christianity, 249–53
Cross, Frank Moore, Jr., 299
cult label, 235, 291–92
culturalist Christianity, 89

damned, 336–37, 351
Davies, Douglas, 303
dead, redemption of, 14
Dead Sea Scrolls translation project, 299
death

in Ecclesiastes 12:7, 195
overcoming, 73
second, 71, 337
as separation of spirit and body, 

13–14, 189–90, 199
deception, 91–92

decisions, making difficult, 47–49. See 
also agency

degrees of glory, 68–69, 333–43, 351–53
deification, 275–77, 280, 345
depression, 130
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