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The Savior answers his own question when he says, “What manner of men 
ought ye to be? Even as I am.” In a similar way I say, “What manner of man 
ought we to be? Even as Richard Cowan.” My association with Richard and 
Dawn Cowan over these many years has demonstrated not only that they are 
followers of Christ in word and deed but that the Savior’s light emanates from 
their countenance. Indeed, Richard’s collective body of works—books, articles, 
teaching, and citizenship—leaves us with a lasting legacy to read and study 
for many years to come. It is with this sentiment that I write and dedicate this 
article to the Cowans’ love of temples.

O ver the years, the scholarly community has written exten-
sively about the structure and construction of the Kirtland 
Temple in Ohio.1 Together, these formative works con-

stitute our collective knowledge of the structure and construction 
of the Kirtland Temple. However, these authors, for the most part, 
have overlooked the involvement and contributions of Hyrum Smith. 
Smith, the older brother of the Prophet Joseph Smith, was assigned to 
supervise construction, raise funds, and promote unity and spiritual-
ity among the Kirtland Saints in preparation for the solemn assembly 
to be held at the dedication of the temple. Consulting Smith’s personal 
diaries, letters, daybook, and account book adds important details to 
the collective history of the Kirtland Temple.2 Including the Smith 
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papers in the temple narrative from conception to the dedication will 
provide new information and collaborate established facts about the 
structure and construction of this house. Therefore, it is the intent of 
this paper to broaden our understanding of Hyrum Smith’s involve-
ment and his contributions to the building of the Kirtland Temple.

Revelation to Build the House of the Lord
In February 1836, Hyrum Smith wrote to his cousin Elias Smith,3 
referring to the so-called “press of business, [and] the extreme anxi-
ety for the building or finishing of the House of the Lord.”4 The 
“House,” as called by Hyrum, had been under construction since June 
of 1833—the past thirty months. Hyrum’s anxieties began on May 4, 
1833, when he, Reynolds Cahoon, and Jared Carter were appointed to 
a committee charged with raising funds to build a schoolhouse where 
the elders could receive instruction preparatory to commencing their 
proselytizing missions.5

Events leading to the committee’s appointment began six months 
earlier in December 1832, when the Prophet Joseph Smith received 
a revelation that instructed the Church to “establish a house, even a 
house of prayer, a house of fasting, a house of faith, a house of learn-
ing, a house of glory, a house of order, a house of God” (D&C 88:119). 
This command to build a temple and the promise that the Lord would 
honor them with his presence (see D&C 88:68) urged the Saints to 
build the house of the Lord in Kirtland at an enormous sacrifice. On 
January 11, 1833, only a few days after the command, Joseph Smith 
wrote in a letter to William W. Phelps in Missouri, “The Lord approves 
of us & has accepted us, & established his name in Kirtland for the sal-
vation of the nations. . . . The Lord commanded us in Kirtland to build 
a house of God, & establish a school for the Prophets, this is the word 
of the Lord to us, & we must—yea the Lord helping us we will obey.”6

In addition to the command to build a house of worship, a 
March 8, 1833, revelation called for establishing a “school of the 
prophets” (D&C 90:7–8). The School of the Prophets began meeting 
in the N. K. Whitney & Co. store in a “school room,” but it was soon 
apparent that the small room was inadequate for their meetings.7 
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A committee of high priests8 from Kirtland voted unanimously to 
appoint Hyrum Smith, Jared Carter, and Reynolds Cahoon to col-
lect money from members to build a dedicated structure for their 
meetings.9 For the next month, little happened except clarifying that 
the building would serve not only as a School of the Prophets but 
also as a house of worship. What was soon to be apparent was that 
both the house for worship and the school for training missionar-
ies were to be the same building—the Kirtland Temple—which also 
housed the School of the Prophets.

The busy demands of the 1832 spring in Kirtland did not relieve 
the Saints of their most important duty—to build. On June 1, 1833, the 
Lord chastened them and the building committee (see D&C 95:5–6)  
because they had not sufficiently addressed the commandment to 
commence building “the house” (D&C 95:1–3, 8). In Hyrum’s defense, 
neither he nor the committee members were slothful. Hyrum served 
a two-week mission in the month of May and had several pivotal 
questions that needed answers before he and the committee could 
proceed—not the least of these were the location and design of the 
“house.” At this point, the committee was building a schoolhouse that 
would also serve as a place of worship (see D&C 88:119).

The June 1 revelation (see D&C 95) was the key for Joseph, 
Church leaders, and the building committee to understanding that 
the house they were to build (see D&C 88:119) would fulfill an earlier 
revelation: “I gave unto you a commandment that you should build a 
house, in the which house I design to endow those whom I have cho-
sen with power from on high” (D&C 95:8). This phrase referred to the 
revelation given initially in December 1830 (D&C 37) and expanded 
on January 2, 1831, commanding the Saints to “go to the Ohio; . . . and 
there you shall be endowed with power from on high” (D&C 38:32).10 
This was a watershed moment for Joseph and the Kirtland Saints. This 
unexpected realization changed everything. Any ambiguity about the 
urgency of the work was eliminated.

Underlining the significance of the June 1 revelation, Hyrum 
and the temple committee demonstrated their urgency by dispatch-
ing a letter on the same day, calling upon the Saints to fulfill the 
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Lord’s command (see D&C 95) and to prepare a place in which to 
hold a solemn assembly; “make every possible exertion to aid tem-
porally, as well as spiritually, in this great work,” they urged. They 
also added a caution: “Unless we fulfill this command . . . we may all 
despair of obtaining the great blessing that God has promised to the 
faithful of the Church of Christ.”11

Joseph Smith helping install a window in the Kirtland Temple. (David Lindsley, © Intellectual 
Reserve, Inc.)
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One month earlier, Hyrum’s building committee had been 
assigned to build a schoolhouse. Now on June 1, as a result of a revela-
tion (see D&C 95), the fund-raising committee for the schoolhouse 
became the building committee for the Kirtland Temple and School 
of the Prophets.

Supervising Construction Plans  
for the House of the Lord
While Hyrum and the building committee parsed two important 
questions—where the temple would be built and what it would look 
like—the purpose of a temple became clear. Temples of antiquity had 
been associated with Mosaic rituals, which had been satisfied by the 
Atonement of Jesus Christ. Thus, when Joseph first received the rev-
elation in December 1831 to “gird up [his] loins,” commanding him 
to go to work, for “I will suddenly come to my temple” (D&C 36:8), 
Joseph likely felt mystified, wondering how he should proceed and 
what the purpose of a temple would be. Nevertheless, Joseph under-
stood since Moroni’s first visit, in September 1823, that his work was 
to prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ (see D&C 2).

Though early revelations indicated that Jackson County, Missouri, 
was the promised land of Zion and that “a spot for the temple” lay 
westward (D&C 57:3), the Missouri Saints failed to become united 
“with one heart and with one mind” (D&C 45:65–67).12 For a space 
of eighteen months from December 27, 1832, to June 22, 1834, there 
were two commands in play (see D&C 57:3; D&C 88:119) to build two 
temples—one in Independence, Missouri, and another in Kirtland, 
Ohio. However, with the failure of Zion’s Camp to reestablish the 
Church at Independence, the command to build a temple in Zion was 
put on hold and the Church was to “wait for a little season for the 
redemption of Zion” (see D&C 105:9–13). Yet it was still important, as 
the Lord spoke, that his people were to be prepared, taught more per-
fectly, and endowed with power from on high (see D&C 105:10–11). 
 In this, the Lord would not be frustrated nor would his designs come 
to naught (D&C 3:1–3). All the promised blessing and events that 
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were to occur for the Independence Temple (see D&C 95:3–11) were 
now shifted to the Kirtland Temple (see D&C  105:33).

The charge to build a temple then fell upon the Kirtland Saints, 
who decided in the winter of 1833 that the best location would be on 
the crest of the rise just south of the Kirtland village. The Lord had 
designated the site for the temple in Missouri (see D&C 57), and he 
did the same for the Kirtland house of the Lord. In a revelation on 
June 4, 1833, the Lord declared, “Therefore, let my servant Newel K. 
Whitney take charge of the place which is named among you, upon 
which I design to build mine holy house” (D&C 96:2).13 This “place” 
was known as the Peter French farm, and negotiations to purchase the 
farm had been under way since the spring of 1833.14 Minutes of the 
Kirtland High Council stated that on March 23, 1833, Ezra Thayer, an 
agent for the Church, reported that Peter French would be willing to 
sell his farm for the sum of $5,000 and that Elijah Smith would also 
sell his adjacent farm for the sum of $4,000. On the same day, the 
council voted in the affirmative to purchase both farms and asked that 
Ezra Thayer and Joseph Coe superintend the deals.15

The June 1 revelation admonished the Kirtland Saints to begin 
building, instructed them that this sacred structure should not be 
built “after the manner of the world,” and promised to reveal a pattern 
to three brethren whom the Saints would appoint (see D&C 95:8, 13). 
At a conference two days later, Hyrum proposed to the high priest 
committee that it was the duty of the First Presidency to obtain the 
design.16 The committee appointed three brethren—Joseph Smith Jr., 
Sidney Rigdon, and Frederick G. Williams (who then constituted the 
First Presidency)—“to obtain a draft or construction” of the temple.17 
The Lord then fulfilled his promise to reveal the building’s design, 
the interior in particular. On one occasion, when the three men were 
kneeling in prayer, “the building seemed to come right over us.” While 
speaking in the completed temple, Frederick  G. Williams testified 
that the hall in which they were convened coincided in every detail 
with the vision given to the Prophet.18 “Joseph not only received a 
revelation and commandment to build a Temple,” President Brigham 
Young affirmed, “but he received a pattern also, as did Moses for the 
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Tabernacle, and Solomon for his Temple; for without a pattern, he 
could not know what was wanting, having never seen [a temple], 
and not having experienced its use.”19 For Hyrum and the building 
committee, the two pertinent questions which had been holding the 
committee back from starting construction had now been answered—
where to build and how to design the house.20

When Joseph presented the full pattern for the temple,21 it 
delighted the brethren in general and Hyrum in particular. In fact, 
Hyrum could hardly contain his enthusiasm. After the meeting, 
Joseph took the brethren to a nearby field, the upper part of the Peter 
French farm, where they removed the fence and began leveling the 
grain. Hyrum ran to his parents’ house, grabbed a scythe, and was 
about to leave again when his mother stopped him and asked where 
he was going with the implement. “We are preparing to build a house 
for the Lord,” he replied, “and I am determined to be the first at the 
work.” Lucy later noted that when the grain was cleared, “Hyrum 
commenced digging a trench for the wall, he having declared that he 
would strike the first blow upon the house.”22 Hyrum understood the 
urgency of the Lord’s command. Two months later on August 2, an 
unexpected blessing came to Hyrum and his family as well as to fel-
low building committee members Reynolds Cahoon and Jared Carter. 
The three were awarded an inheritance, land—lots next the temple, 
“that they may do the work which I have appointed unto them” (see 
D&C 94:13–15).23

Beginning Construction of the Temple
Hyrum remained dedicated to being one of the first to volunteer his 
labor on the temple. Lorenzo Dow Young later recalled, “About that 
time [early June 1833], I took with my team Brothers Hyrum and 
Joseph Smith, Reynolds Cahoon and my brother Brigham, to look 
at a stone quarry, and see if the rock was suitable for the walls of the 
temple.” He recalled, “It was decided that it would do, and a part of a 
load was put on the wagon. We all returned to town, and the rock was 
unloaded on the temple ground. As near as I recollect, this was the 
first rock hauled for that building.”24 
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Work on the temple went forth in earnest from that point. On 
June 6, the high priests met again to counsel with Hyrum, Jared 
Carter, and Reynolds Cahoon. The council of high priests instructed 
the building committee to proceed immediately and to begin obtain-
ing materials such as stone, brick, and lumber.25 Hyrum recorded in 
his diary on June 7, “This day commenced making preparation for the 
build[ing of] the house of the Lord.”26 The 1833 summer’s work on the 
“chapel house” included the digging of trenches to lay foundational 
stone, the production of bricks for the exterior, and the offsite work of 
hewing beams for the first-level floors. Hyrum’s account book records 
the hiring of Christopher Crary to hew timbers for the large building: 
“payed C. Crary $201 for his work on the house.”27

From April 2 to September 25, 1833, Fredrick G. Williams super-
vised the production of bricks to be used on the temple. Hyrum indi-
cates that the stone foundation “was completed in October,” but there 
were no usable bricks to commence the construction of the walls. 
Brick making had been abandoned by mid-September largely due to 
the inexperience of those making the bricks.28 This must have been 
very discouraging for Hyrum and the building committee, especially 
since adequate bricks were locally available but were beyond the reach 
of the committee because of their lack of funds.

The material crisis was solved by a Canadian, Artemus Millet. 
After being baptized by Brigham Young in January 1833, Millet came 
from Canada to Kirtland at the request of Hyrum Smith: “Br. Hyrum 
Smith wrote to me that it was the will of the Lord that I should go 
and work on the Temple in Kirtland.”29 Hyrum’s letter to Millet must 
have hit its mark; Millet was on-site in Kirtland in late October. His 
familiarity with building mills, chimneys, and foundations, and his 
experience on large-scale projects, made Millet an invaluable asset.30 
Observing the ready availability of sandstone in the local quarries, 
Millet suggested that rubble masonry be covered with a stucco fin-
ish for the temple walls.31 Sustained by Kirtland High Council vote 
as superintendent of the construction for the walls, Millet left Jacob 
Bump in charge and returned to Canada. Millet’s brief consulting visit 
in the fall of 1833 redirected the work of Hyrum and the small band 
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of laborers to stockpile stone of any size the remainder of the fall and 
to work on seasoning timbers. Millet’s reasonable solution was likely 
a welcome reprieve to Joseph, Hyrum, and the building committee.

Millet returned in April 1834 only to find Kirtland in turmoil 
in the preparation for the departure of Zion’s Camp. Hyrum was 
engaged in recruitment missions for personnel to join in the march to 
Missouri and would eventually lead a division out of Michigan. Little 
(if any) work had been completed on the temple. At the time of mus-
tering out of the camp, approximately 130 men were pulled from the 
ranks of Kirtland. Heber C. Kimball later told of the effect of Zion’s 
Camp during the summer of 1834: “Brother, Cahoon and Br. Cutler 
can tell you how many hands worked upon that Temple at one time; 
I think there were not more than five or six. Father Cutler and Elder 
Cahoon can tell you that there was no one left in Kirtland more than 
ten or fifteen men, when we left with camp to go to Zion, to Jackson 
County.”32 Whether by design or not, two of the few left behind were 
Jacob Bump, who was Millet’s right-hand man, and Sidney Rigdon, 
who could answer questions about the design.

Busts of Joseph Smith (left) and Hyrum Smith (right). The brothers worked together to build the 
Lord’s house. (© Intellectual Reserve, Inc.)
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When Hyrum returned to Kirtland from Zion’s Camp near the 
beginning of August 1834, Millet and his crew had the walls up to the 
four-foot level, but a great deal of work remained to be done. “Very 
great exertions have been made to finish the House of the Lord this 
winter [1834–35],” wrote William W. Phelps, who estimated a work-
force of nearly fifty craftsmen, including carpenters, joiners, and 
masons.33 Soon the walls were “up to the square,” and the roof was 
under construction.34

On one occasion, in order to move the work along on the tem-
ple, Hyrum gave a blessing of healing. As the weather grew colder, 
Lorenzo Dow Young, the brother of Brigham, labored to finish plas-
tering the temple exterior as he grew increasingly ill. Doctors who 
examined him expressed little hope for his recovery. “Mr. Young,” said 
one to Lorenzo’s father, “unless the Lord makes your son a new pair of 
lungs, there is no hope for him!” Mr. Young went to the Prophet for 
help, who said, “Go and get my brother Hyrum.” Joseph gave specific 
instructions about how Hyrum, accompanied by several brethren, 
should administer to Lorenzo.

Following Joseph’s instructions, the elders took turns administer-
ing to their ailing friend. “Brother Hyrum Smith led,” remembered 
Lorenzo. “The Spirit rested mightily upon him. He was full of bless-
ing and prophecy. Among other things, he said that I should live to 
go with the Saints into the bosom of the Rocky Mountains,35 to build 
up a place there, and that my cellar should overflow with wine and 
fatness.”36 The blessing had the desired effect—Lorenzo was restored 
to health.

Hyrum also managed the temple store from his home in Kirtland. 
The mercantile store served the purposes of the temple-building 
committee to supply goods for services rendered on temple construc-
tion. Hyrum’s account book records payment in kind for those who 
worked on the interior and exterior of the temple. At least two supply 
trips were made by Hyrum and Newel K. Whitney to Buffalo, New 
York, to supply the store.

From the fall of 1834 through the year of 1835, Hyrum’s account 
book is replete with entries of payments for work on the temple, 
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indicating that a large number of laborers worked on the temple. 
With Reynolds Cahoon, Artemus Millet, and Jacob Bump providing 
valuable supervision of the chapel house construction, Hyrum was 
allowed to turn his attention to raising funds and spiritually prepar-
ing the Kirtland saints for the outpouring of numerous spiritual man-
ifestations to come.

Preparing the Saints for the Temple
The Lord promised the Kirtland Saints, “If you keep my command-
ments you shall have power to build [the temple]” (D&C 95:11). 
Obedience, unity, and spiritual purity were the principal emphases of 
Hyrum’s sermons during the construction of the house of the Lord. As 
a member of the building committee, Hyrum did not want to repeat 
the mistakes of Missouri and bring condemnation upon the project in 
Kirtland (see D&C 105:2–10).

As a matter of fact, Hyrum and Orson Hyde wrote an earlier let-
ter37 to the Missouri leaders that explained, “If the people of Zion did 
not repent, the Lord would seek another place and another people. 
Zion is the place where the temple will be built, and the people gath-
ered, but all people upon that holy land being under condemnation, 
the Lord will cut off, if they repent not, and bring another race upon 
it that will serve Him. The Lord will seek another place to bring forth 
and prepare his word to go forth to the nations.”38 Hyrum and Orson’s 
words were fulfilled within six months, when mob violence broke out 
in July 1833, interrupting the printing of the Book of Commandments 
and ultimately disrupting the building of the Jackson County Temple. 
While Missouri was still designated as the place of gathering and 
of a future temple (see D&C 105), Missouri leadership was notified 
that the Kirtland Saints were to build a house of God and establish a 
school of the prophets.

Maintaining physical and moral purity among the temple workers 
was a priority for Hyrum. During construction, Joseph and Hyrum 
helped the Saints to understand and obey the revealed truths that 
would eventually become standards for temple worship. One Sunday 
in July, they both addressed the Saints regarding the Word of Wisdom. 
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As Joel H. Johnson later recalled, Joseph explained that “hot drinks” 
as referred to in this revelation meant tea and coffee (D&C 89:9). 
Sustaining and reemphasizing Joseph’s message, “Brother Hyrum 
Smith spoke to the same effect.”39 This address may have been the 
first of many discourses Hyrum would give on the Word of Wisdom.

Compliance with the Word of Wisdom soon became a require-
ment for participation in the School of the Prophets, and those attend-
ing it accepted a commitment “not to willfully divulge that which 
was discussed.”40 The school was a forerunner to temple worship, so 
only the worthy were allowed to attend: “He that is found unworthy 
. . . shall not have place among you; for ye shall not suffer that mine 
house shall be polluted by him” (D&C 88:70, 134). Subsequent revela-
tions would use almost identical language concerning who should or 
should not be permitted to enter the temple.41 

Additionally, Hyrum was part of the committee that framed 
various rules for appropriate conduct in the temple. In order to set 
an atmosphere of reverence and respect for the temple and bring 
the Spirit of the Lord, whispering, laughing, menacing gestures, 
and disorderly conduct were not allowed, and insults directed 
toward an elder would be considered as insults toward the Church 
as a whole. Vandalism was forbidden, and proper supervision of 
children was enjoined.42

Assessing the Costs of the House of the Lord
Such a magnificent building project, which relied so heavily on 
donations of its members, was liable to incur debt for the Church. 
Although the preferred route was to avoid debt, according to rev-
elation, debt was permissible when it became necessary to carry 
out the will of the Lord (see D&C 64:27–30), and the house of the 
Lord in Kirtland was approximately 15,000 square feet in floor space 
and represented the very best consecrated efforts the Saints could 
muster for a nineteenth-century structure.43 Since most of the labor 
was donated, the cost of the materials and paid labor for the tem-
ple is difficult to determine. When Ira Ames took over the books44 
of the building committee, he found that they were in “complete 
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confusions” and it would be impossible to determine an accurate 
appraisal of the cost of the building. Robinson’s and Staker’s cost 
estimates range between $30,000 and $100,000, with the actual 
cost probably just over $40,000.45

In addition to the monetary cost of the temple, members also 
paid high costs in terms of effort and sacrifice. Many had departed 
with “even the necessities of life” to see the Lord’s house built. John 
Taylor wrote in 1855: “It cost the martyred Prophet Joseph and his 
brother Hyrum, and their revered and honored father and hundreds 
of the dead and living Saints, many many days of toil, labor and anxi-
ety who labored on the walls in the midst of poverty reproach and 
almost the lack of everything. . . . Stalwart men labor’d on that Temple 
with nothing but mush and milk to live upon and in many instances, 
barely bread & water until their knees trembled with weakness.”46

Raising Funds for the House of the Lord
As a member of the temple committee, Hyrum responded to the 
pressing financial demands of the project. He launched a campaign 
of trips in several directions and with various traveling companions.47 
Hyrum donated most of his time, but some of his temple-related 

Hyrum Smith’s fund-raising trip, May 28 to June 19, 1835. (Think Spatial, BYU.)
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travels were compensated at approximately one dollar per day from 
temple funds.48

Hyrum’s fund-raising tours began as early as February 1835 and 
continued after the dedication of the temple, even as late as September 
1836.49 On one such trip to Saints in the nearby states of Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, Hyrum noted, with some apparent sense of accom-
plishment, that he and traveling companion Jared Carter “performed 
the whole route in 8 days by traveling night and day, 500 miles.”50 
The two held a meeting at the home of a Brother Moses on Sunday, 
June 7, and Hyrum recorded that Esther Moses consecrated one dol-
lar. If others made similar gestures, they were not recorded, so that 
dollar was the only contribution recorded the entire trip. Hyrum and 
Jared left for home on June 11 and arrived on June 19.51 Hyrum’s mod-
est success at raising funds did not deter him from his task. The day 
after arriving home, he and Jared were off again, this time on a day 
trip to Fairport.52 It appears that they may have made a similar trip to 
Michigan, but details are not available.53 Hyrum also noted “going to 
Brother Burnett’s to get assistance for the House of the Lord.”54

Besides his travels to aid the work, Hyrum also provided lodg-
ing for some who labored on the temple. Elias Hart commenced 
working on the temple and boarding at Hyrum’s house on June 30. 

Buffalo, NY
August 9,
September 7

Toronto
September 5

Erie, PA
August 30

Kirtland, OH
Left August 5
Returned mid-September

Stockholm, NY
August 28

Watertown, NY
August 17,
August 31 - September 3

Postdam, NY
August 22 and 29

Rochester, NY
August 13

Hyrum Smith’s fund-raising trip, August 5 to mid-September, 1835. (Think Spatial, BYU.)
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Despite his charitable nature, necessity obligated that Hyrum sup-
port his family, and it appears that he was compensated from the 
temple funds for at least some of the boarding he provided to 
temple workers. A few days after Elias Hart’s departure on July 18, 
the Chapel House account compensated Hyrum for fifteen days of 
Hart’s board.55

Relentless in his efforts, Hyrum took a short trip to the south 
of Kirtland in mid-July56 and left on another five-week mission the 
following month. On August 4, he and his new companion, David 
Whitmer, received $34.75 for their expenses and left the following 
day, heading east.57 Hyrum described his errand as “a tour [of] the 
eastern country for the purpose of collecting some moneys for the 
painting of the Lord’s house in Kirtland.”58 Hyrum wrote that the 
dusty roads and stifling heat made travel slow. They visited Hyrum’s 
Aunt Susannah (Joseph Sr.’s younger sister) that evening and spent 
the night and the following day with his Aunt Fanny (Frances Wilcox 
Smith, widow of Hyrum’s deceased uncle, Samuel). Hyrum then went 
to visit his uncles: Silas, Asael, and Jesse Smith.59

Before winter, Hyrum took at least one more temple-related trip. 
Noah Packard, whom Hyrum and Parley P. Pratt had taught and bap-
tized in June 1832,60 visited Joseph on September 23 and loaned the 
temple committee $1,000 to assist the effort. This generous act sus-
tained the work for a time and allowed Hyrum and Bishop Newel K. 
Whitney to take a ten-day trip to Buffalo, purchase supplies, and 
replenish the temple committee’s store. When they boarded a stage on 
October 7, the Prophet bid them farewell and blessed them to return 
in health and safety to the bosom of their families.61 As a temple com-
mittee member, Hyrum kept the account book and received compen-
sation for this journey.62

The temple was now completed and accepted of the Lord, but 
Hyrum’s temple work continued. He authorized the continued col-
lection of money to offset the debt incurred by construction,63 and he 
soon went to Salem, Massachusetts, with Joseph in an effort to secure 
additional needed funds.64
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Summary
Buildings are always more than physical constructions: their history 
is interwoven with the struggles and motivations of their builders. 
Hyrum Smith’s contributions and experiences with planning and 
constructing the Kirtland Temple were characterized by incidents 
of unusual faith and determination. The uncommon sacrifices of the 
Latter-day Saints were preludes to a powerful Pentecostal season. 
During an era in which the heavens resounded, some of the greatest 
visions in the history of the world occurred within the walls of this 
sacred edifice.

The completion of the Kirtland Temple was but the beginning 
of Hyrum’s vision regarding the blessings of temples—a vision that 
extended through the remainder of his life. “Thy calling is to .  .  . 
strengthen the church continually,” the Lord said to Hyrum (D&C 
23:3). When the Saints broke ground for the Kirtland Temple in June 
1833, Hyrum determined he would strike the first blow.65 “I think 
this people is abundantly able to build this temple,” he later told a 

Photograph of the Kirtland Temple. (George Edward Anderson, Church History Library.)
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congregation of 8,000 Saints who were erecting another temple 
in Nauvoo in 1844. As the Assistant President and Patriarch of the 
Church and a member of that temple committee, Hyrum added, 
“Much depends upon it for our endowments and sealing powers; and 
many blessings depend upon it.”66

After the daylong dedicatory proceedings culminated with the 
sacred Hosanna Shout,67 Hyrum could breathe a sigh of relief from 
what he called “the press of business, [and] the extreme anxiety for 
the building or finishing of the House of the Lord.”68

Craig K. Manscill is an associate professor of Church history and doctrine 
at Brigham Young University.
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