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On the day after the entry of the French army 
into Bühl, there was still a very great deal of 
unrest. The entire population was held in check 
as everybody wondered what the conquerors 
would do. We brethren therefore decided that 
each family should hold their own sacrament 
meeting in their apartment and to see that talks 
were given. This was possible because there was 
an elder in each family. In our branch we are 
all thankful to our Creator and our Redeemer 
that all of the members are still alive and have 
suffered relatively little property damage.6 Even 
Brother Günter Distelzwey has returned from 
military service in good health and is already 
back at his civilian employment. We members 
of the Bühl Branch have been so blessed that 
we can hardly consider ourselves worthy. We 
continue to hope for blessings if we can remain 
faithful, endure to the end, and use wisdom in 
all things.

The members of the Bühl Branch continued to 
hold church meetings as regularly as possible after 
the Third Reich collapsed. The following was writ-
ten on June 20, 1945: 

Because our branch president, Brother Karl 
Josef Fetsch, will now be in Bühl on a perma-
nent basis, he today assumed the official leader-
ship of the branch in all respects. He thereby 
relieves Brother August Friedrich Flad, who 
since 1941 has been his substitute, which he will 
remain.

These few Saints had performed their church 
duties with great dedication during the challenging 
years of World War II. With so few losses in life (and 
apparently none in property), the branch member-
ship had grown through births, convert baptisms, 
and marriages, and the future looked bright in the 
summer of 1945.

In Memoriam

The following members of the Bühl Branch did 
not survive World War II:

Friedrich Heinrich Richard Haug b. Bühl, 
Karlsruhe, Baden, 24 Apr 1918; son of August Friedrich 
Haug and Klara Koch; bp. 8 Aug 1927; conf. 8 Aug 1927; 

ord. deacon 4 Jan 1931; ord. teacher 18 Jun 1933; ord. 
priest 20 May 1934; ord. elder 15 Sep 1942; lance cor-
poral; MIA 9 Jun 1943 (FHL microfilm 68785, no. 11; 
CHL CR 275 8 2441, no. 211; IGI) 

Anna Maria Uber b. Freudenstadt, Schwarz wald-
kreis, Württemberg, 17 Aug 1857; dau. of Lorenz Uber 
and Elisabeth Bohnet; bp. 17 Jul 1923; conf. 17 Jul 1923; 
m. Freudenstadt 11 Nov 1883, Jakob Friedrich Haug; 
10  children; d. heart attack Bühl, Karlsruhe, Baden, 
1 Oct 1942 (FHL microfilm 68785, no. 7; CHL CR 275 
8 2441, no. 208; IGI; AF)
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Freiburg Branch

An LDS branch had existed in the city of 
Freiburg in southwestern Germany from time 
to time since 1927. Karl Becker and his wife had 
watched the branch thrive and decline several times 
by 1939. In his short history of the early years of the 
branch, he wrote that “from 1936 to 1938 I [branch 
president Becker] with my wife and my daughter, 
Rosemarie, were the only members in Freiburg. 
I used this time to collect data for the redemption 
of the dead in my family.”1

Even as the only LDS male in Freiburg, 
Karl Becker was not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ. He spent a good deal of time with a Mr. 
Schuppiser, a printer who produced the Church’s 
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German-language publication, Der Stern. The 
printer and his wife were converted and were 
baptized into the Church in Basel, Switzerland, 
on May 7, 1939. There were thus five Saints in 
Freiburg when the American missionaries left and 
the war began.

The city of Freiburg is located seventy-five miles 
south of Karlsruhe, but was closer to the office of the 
Swiss Mission in Basel (only thirty-five miles to the 
south). After 1943, the area of southern Baden was 
added to the newly established Strasbourg District 
under the leadership of Kurt Schneider.2 President 
Schneider enjoyed the use of a company car and a 
chauffeur and was thus able to drive to Freiburg on 
several occasions to visit the Beckers.

Karl Becker listed these events in his history of 
the Freiburg Branch during the war years:3

January 20, 1944: District president Kurt 
Schneider declares the Freiburg Branch to be an 
official unit of the Church.

February 7, 1944: Cottage meeting in the Becker 
family home; Sister Stapperfend was our visitor.4

March 23, 1944: The Beckers visited Mrs. Maria 
Huber, a widow, in her home.

April 14 and 20, May 7 and 18, 1944: Cottage 
meetings in the Becker home.

May 18, 1944: Elder August Flad of the Bühl 
Branch visited us.

June 3–4 and June 10–11, 1944: We attended 
district meetings in Strasbourg.

May 23, June 17, 20, 27, and 30, and July 11: 
Meetings in the Becker home.

June 18 and 25, July 9: We attended the meetings 
of the Mühlhausen Branch.5

July 25 and August 1: Meetings in our home.

August 3, 1944: District president Schneider 
spoke in sacrament meeting.

September–October: [Eight cottage meetings 
were held.]

November: [War conditions prevented the hold-
ing of meetings.]

Fig. 1. Members and friends of the Freiburg Branch in about 1944. 
(C. Bodon Schneider)

The following lines describe the personal trag-
edy suffered by the Becker family on November 27, 
1944:

November 27, 1944 was a black day for Freiburg. 
During twenty minutes of brutal violence, large 
portions of our city were destroyed and thou-
sands of people lost their lives. Among the inno-
cent victims was my wife. My home was reduced 
to rubble. I believe that during the exploding of 
the bombs, the burning of the buildings, and 
the crash of structures collapsing that night, I 
went through the greatest trial of my faith that I 
ever had to endure. With a broken heart, I knelt 
before the wreckage of my home and prayed to 
my Father in Heaven to help me recover the body 
of my wife from the ruins intact. I wanted to find 
and identify her among the sixteen persons killed 
in that building. A great effort was made and my 
purpose achieved. Along with many others, she 
was buried in a mass grave at the Freiburg cem-
etery. From that time on, I have endeavored to 
preach the gospel with greater energy.6

On December 12, 1944, Brother Becker pro-
nounced a dedication on the mass grave containing 
the body of his wife and those of 191 others. He 
recorded the prayer:

We two brethren of the Church of Jesus Christ 
stand at this grave and beg for Thy blessing, 
that the earthly body of Sister Elisabeth Becker 
may be preserved from any damage and that no 
power [under] heaven will disturb her. We beg 
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Thy blessing that this sister may continue to 
serve where she is now, as she had begun to serve 
on this earth. Please grant her the strength and 
ability to continue this work and to accomplish 
even greater tasks.7

The following entries are found in the branch 
history recorded by Karl Becker:

November 27, 1944: Sister Elisabeth Becker was 
killed in an air raid.

December 1944: [War conditions prevented the 
holding of meetings.]

January 9, 1945: Elder Flad came for a visit.

January 11–12, 1945: Sister Rosemarie Becker 
visited Brother Schneider in the hospital in 
Triberg.8

January 14 and 21, 1945: Cottage meetings.

January 28, 1945: Brother Schuppiser was 
ordained a deacon.

February and March, 1945: [War conditions pre-
vented the holding of meetings.]

April 21, 1945: The city of Freiburg is occupied 
by Allied troops. The church records were kept 
hidden from April 19 to July 1, 1945.

April 23, 1945: Brother Becker gave priesthood 
blessings to the Schuppisers.

June 6, 1945: President Schneider received the 
first letter from Brother Becker and the answer 
was received on June 21; thus written communi-
cation was reestablished.

July 22, 1945: Brother Schuppiser was ordained 
a teacher by President Schneider and Brother 
Becker. .  .  . The branch can be considered re-
created as of this date.

July 24, 1945: Elder Wilhelm Kenneth Firmage 
from New York visited us. He is a lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army. He brought greetings from the 
First Presidency and the prophet, seer, and rev-
elator, Heber J. Grant.9

The LDS branch in Freiberg began the post-
war period with four members. By 1948, there 
would be twenty-one baptisms as a strong branch 
emerged.

In Memoriam

Only one member of the Freiburg Branch did 
not survive World War II:

Maria Magdalena Elisabeth Gaebler b. Leipzig, 
Sachsen, 27 Jul 1893; dau. of Gottlieb Bernhard Gaebler 
and Luise Auguste B. Goldhorn; m. Karl Friedrich 
Becker; k. air raid Freiburg, Baden, 27 Nov 1944 (Karl 
Becker; NFS)
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Strasbourg Branch

Strasbourg, the capital city of the historic prov-
ince of Alsace-Lorraine, had been a cultural 

center for centuries. When Kurt and Charlotte 
Schneider moved from Stuttgart, Germany, to 
Strasbourg, France, in 1940, the city had just been 
conquered as a result of the war. “My husband 
worked for a metal products company, Thyssen 
Rheinstahlwerke. He was the director of the new 
Strasbourg division of the company. They made 
pots and pans out of aluminum.”1 They had mar-
ried just weeks after the war began and were look-
ing forward to a happy life together.

The move to Strasbourg as the new director may 
not have taken place had Kurt not suffered a small 


