
Kenneth L. Alford

editor

Civil War 
Saints



Published by the Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, 
in cooperation with Deseret Book Company, Salt Lake City 
http://rsc.byu.edu

© 2012 by Brigham Young University. All rights reserved.

Printed in the United States by Sheridan Books, Inc.

DESERET BOOK is a registered trademark of Deseret Book Company. 
Visit us at DeseretBook.com.

Any uses of this material beyond those allowed by the exemptions in US copyright law, such  
as section 107, “Fair Use,” and section 108, “Library Copying,” require the written permission  
of the publisher, Religious Studies Center, 167 HGB, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah  
84602. The views expressed herein are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessar- 
ily represent the position of Brigham Young University or the Religious Studies Center.

ISBN: 978-0-8425-2816-0 
U.S. Retail: $31.99

Front cover image: “Plan of the Gettysburg Battle Ground,” by Charles Wellington Reed, 1864. (Library of Congress)

Front cover image (inset): “Gallant Charge of the Sixty-Ninth Regiment, New York, State Militia,  
upon a rebel battery at the Battle of Bull Run,” Harper’s Weekly, August 10, 1861.

Back cover image: “Preliminary map of routes reconnoitred [sic] and opened in the Territory of Utah / by Captain 
J. H. Simpson . . . under the orders of Brigadier General, A. D. [sic] Johnston, commanding the Department of 
Utah,” U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. (L. Tom Perry Special Collections, Brigham Young University)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Civil War Saints / Kenneth L. Alford.
pages cm

Summary: Collection of essays and articles about the US Civil War, with a focus on, but not  
limited to, people who were either members or later became members of The Church of  
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Topics include historical facts about actual events, people,  
landmarks, and stories; most of which are connected to the US Civil War.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-0-8425-2816-0  (hard cover : alk. paper)

1. Mormons—United States—History—19th century. 2. United States—History—Civil War,  
1861–1865. 3. Utah—History—19th century. I. Alford, Kenneth L., 1955–, editor.

BX8611.C59 2012
289.3'7309034—dc23
	 2012014397



Latter-day Saints and the Civil War: An Introduction	 ix
Kenneth L. Alford

TimeLines of the United States and	 xix 
LDS/Utah Territory History

1.	 Prelude to Civil War: The Utah War’s Impact and Legacy	 1
William P. MacKinnon

2.	 Overview of the Civil War	 23
Sherman L. Fleek

3.	 “Have We Not Had a Prophet among Us?”: 	 41 
Joseph Smith’s Civil War Prophecy
Scott C. Esplin

4.	 Abraham Lincoln and the Mormons	 61
Mary Jane Woodger

5.	 Rumors of Secession in the Utah Territory, 1847–61	 83
Craig K. Manscill

6.	 “We Know No North, No South, No East, No West”:	 93 
Mormon Interpretations of the Civil War, 1861–65
Richard E. Bennett

7.	 “What Means This Carnage?”:	 107 
The Civil War in Mormon Thought
Brett D. Dowdle

8.	 The Lot Smith Cavalry Company: Utah Goes to War	 127
Joseph R. Stuart and Kenneth L. Alford

Contents



vi	 Contents

9.	 Protecting the Home Front: 	 143 
The Utah Territorial Militia during the Civil War
Ephriam D. Dickson III

10.	 What’s in a Name? The Establishment of Camp Douglas	 161
Kenneth L. Alford and William P. MacKinnon

11.	 Mormon Motivation for Enlisting in the Civil War	 183
Brant W. Ellsworth and Kenneth L. Alford

12.	 Indian Relations in Utah during the Civil War	 203
Kenneth L. Alford

13.	 The Bear River Massacre: New Historical Evidence	 227
Harold Schindler with addendum by Ephriam D. Dickson III

14.	 Latter-day Saint Emigration During the Civil War	 237
William G. Hartley

15.	 Utah and the Civil War Press	 267
Kenneth L. Alford

16.	 Latter-day Saints in the Civil War	 285
Robert C. Freeman

17.	 Civil War’s Aftermath: Reconstruction,	 295 
Abolition, and Polygamy
Andrew C. Skinner

18.	 Mormons and the Grand Army of the Republic	 317
Kenneth L. Alford

19.	 “This Splendid Outpouring of Welcome”:	 341 
Salt Lake City and the 1909 National Encampment 
of the Grand Army of the Republic
Ardis E. Parshall

Bibliography	 365

Appendix A:	Rooted in Utah: Civil War Strategy	 385 
and Tactics, Generals and Guerrillas
William P. MacKinnon



Contents	 vii

Appendix B:	 Camp Douglas’ First Photographer:	 399 
Private Charles D. Beckwith
Ephriam D. Dickson III

Appendix C:	Identifying Latter-day Saint	 405 
Civil War Veterans
Kenneth L. Alford

Appendix D:	Interpreting the LDS Civil War 	 411 
Veteran Records

Appendix E:	 Latter-day Saint Civil War Veterans	 423

Appendix F:	 Special Interest Civil War Veterans	 535

Appendix G:	LDS Baptism Summary	 545

Appendix H:	LDS Military Service Summary	 551

Acknowledgments	 557

Index	 561




