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Bearing Pure Testimony 
Robert L. Millet 
We are engaged in the work of the Lord. This is his Church. It administers his gospel and 
teaches his doctrine. It bears his priesthood and performs his ordinances. These are facts. 
They are true. A knowledge of such things, an inner certitude, we call a testimony. We 
cannot long progress in the kingdom without a witness of this work, without a testimony. 
A testimony of the Savior, of his gospel, and of the Restoration, is foundational and 
fundamental to all we do. In fact, a knowledge of such things motivates us and impels us 
to faithfulness in the face of opposition; such an assurance helps us know why we do 
what we do. 
President Heber C. Kimball issued a prophetic warning which should lead to sober 
thinking among Latter-day Saints. "We think we are secure here in the chambers of the 
everlasting hills," he said, 

where we can close those few doors of the canyons against mobs and 
persecutors, the wicked and the vile, who have always beset us with 
violence and robbery, but I want to say to you, my brethren, the time is 



coming when we will be mixed up in these now peaceful valleys to that 
extent that it will be difficult to tell the face of a Saint from the face of an 
enemy to the people of God. Then, brethren, look out for the great sieve, 
for there will be a great sifting time, and many will fall; for I say unto you 
there is a test, a Test, a TEST coming, and who will be able to stand? .. . 
Let me say to you, that many of you will see the time when you will have 
all the trouble, trial and persecution that you can stand, and plenty of 
opportunities to show that you are true to God and his work. This Church 
has before it many close places through which it will have to pass before 
the work of God is crowned with victory. To meet the difficulties that are 
coming, it will be necessary for you to have a knowledge of the truth of 
this work for yourselves. The difficulties will be of such a character that 
the man or woman who does not possess this personal knowledge or 
witness will fall. If you have not got the testimony, live right and call upon 
the Lord and cease not till you obtain it. If you do not you will not stand. 
Remember these sayings, for many of you will live to see them fulfilled. 
The time will come when no man nor woman will be able to endure on 
borrowed light. Each will have to be guided by the light within himself. If 
you do not have it, how can you stand?iiii

Declaring the Witness 
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As Latter-day Saints we bear our testimonies to one another and to those not of our faith 
quite often. It is a significant part of who we are and what we do. Some who feel that 

their testimony is not as strong as they would like it to be are sometimes hesitant to give 
voice to what they feel. "It is not unusual," Elder Boyd K. Packer observed, 
to have a missionary say, ‘How can I bear testimony until I get one? How 
can I testify that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ and that the gospel is 

true? If I do not have such a testimony would that not be dishonest?' 
Oh, if I could teach you this one principle! A testimony is to be found in 
the bearing of it. Somewhere in your quest for spiritual knowledge, there 
is that 'leap of faith,' as the philosophers call it. It is the moment when you 

have gone to the edge of the light and step into the darkness to discover 
that the way is lighted ahead for just a footstep or two. The spirit of man, 

as the scripture says, indeed is the candle of the Lord. 
It is one thing to receive a witness from what you have read or what 

another has said; and that is a necessary beginning. It is quite another to 
have the Spirit confirm to you in your bosom that what you have testified 

is true. Can you not see that it will be supplied as you share it? As you 
give that which you have, there is a replacement, with increase!iiiii

I have been interested over the years in the manner in which testimonies are borne. While 
serving in a stake presidency a number of years ago, I had the responsibility for the youth 
programs of the stake. One year I worked closely with the stake Young Men's and Young 
Women's presidents in the planning of a youth conference. Because the young people of 
the stake were so spread out, because they saw one another so seldom, we wanted this 

two-day conference to be just right, to combine the elements of sociality and spirituality 
in such a way as to really make a difference in the lives of the youth. All of the events of 

Saturday morning and evening (including a dance) had gone so well. And now we 
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wanted more than anything for the testimony meeting, held early Sunday morning, to be 
the highlight of the conference. Special musical numbers were arranged. The setting was 
prepared. I asked that the Young Men's and Young Women's presidents stand at the first 
of the meeting and bear brief, heartfelt testimonies, to set the tone of the meeting and to 

model what we hoped would come to pass. 
There was a brief pause after the Young Women's president had expressed her testimony. 
Then the youth became involved. A young lady from one of the distant branches spoke: 
"I want to stand and bear my testimony. I want to tell Laura (a young woman to whom 

she pointed) how much I love her. I want her to know how much she means to me." The 
speaker was very emotional, but managed to spend about ten minutes telling stories about 
herself and Laura. She closed. At that point Laura stood up, came to the pulpit, and said: 
"I want to bear my testimony. I want to tell Stephanie how much I love her." She cried 

and cried, told stories about how the two of them had romped and played as little 
children, and about how close they were. Before she sat down she added: "Oh, I also need 

to tell Bill what a difference he has made in my life. He's been a wonderful friend to 
Stephanie and me. We love you Bill." As we might guess, Stephanie was followed by 

Bill, who was followed by the person about whom Bill spoke, and so on for about forty-
five minutes. 

This approach to things was broken suddenly by one young lady striding up to the stand 
and with much confidence saying: "I've been thinking about this meeting for some time, 
wondering what I should speak about, and so I went to my Mom and asked her what I 
should say. My mother suggested that I tell you what her Catholic priest taught her: 

'Every time we sin, we drive the crown of thorns deeper into the skull of Jesus.'" She then 
encouraged us as a congregation to avoid sin. At this point the stake president, who sat 
two chairs from me, let out with a quiet groan which indicated his disappointment with 
the meeting. But frankly, things had been going fine when I consider where they would 
head for the next little while! A young man from one of the local wards came up to the 

pulpit carrying a folder. He opened the folder, took out several legal-size sheets of paper, 
and began: "My talk today is on the Sacrament." This person then delivered an eleven- 

minute sermon on the importance of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, on the need for 
being worthy to take the bread and water each Sunday morning, and on the meaning of 

taking upon us the name of Christ. It was really quite good.  
At about the midpoint of the meeting, a young man came to the stand and took charge for 
about twenty-five minutes: he began by telling a few jokes, told a number of sad stories, 

and then (having elicited both laughter and tears) said: "Hey, I'm pretty good at this. I 
think I'll be an entertainer!" The congregation roared. At least most of them did. The 

stake president groaned again. (He slipped me a note which said simply: "This meeting is 
a disaster." I nodded to him my agreement of his assessment.) I sweat. The Young 

Women's president wept. The Young Men's president sighed. I wasn't sure what to do, 
whether to close the meeting, cast out the strange spirit there, or simply get up and 

explain what was wrong. The stake leaders, all of us, knew that this was a sensitive time, 
that feelings were delicate, that persons are easily hurt or their efforts easily stifled. So 

we did nothing. We sat. And we sat. Painfully, we sat. 
After about two hours, a young man came to the pulpit, a boy we didn't recognize. He 
was extremely nervous, so much so that he dared not even lift his head to look at the 

congregation. He stammered: "My friends or, uh ... brothers and sisters, I... uh ... would 



like to ... uh ... share some of my feelings. I am not a Mormon, not a member of your 
church, and so I don't really know how to bear testimony." The stake president, one of the 
most Christlike men I have ever known, whispered gently: "He should relax. He's in great 
company!" The young man continued: "The missionaries have been teaching my family 
about your church for a couple of weeks now. I just wanted to let you know that I really 
believe in God. I feel a lot of love for Jesus, who died for me. Something inside me tells 
me that what the missionaries have said about Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon 

and the Mormon Church is true. I'm happy that in a short time we will be baptized. Thank 
you for being so nice to me." Then he sat down. Here was a testimony, a real testimony, 

and it came from the only person in our group who was not of our faith. 
The meeting did finally come to an end. Mercifully, after almost three hours, it came to 
an end. I sat in despair. So did the other stake leaders. The stake president looked at me, 
shook his head in disbelief, and sighed. He then left. I turned to the stake youth leaders 

and said: "I'm too depressed to talk about it now. Could we meet this Wednesday evening 
in my office?" They agreed that we would face the music then. It was clear from the 

looks on their faces on Wednesday that they had spent a great deal of time in ponderous 
and solemn thought. So had I. Interestingly enough, each of us had had occasion on 
Sunday to return to our own wards and participate in the monthly fast and testimony 
meeting. And so I asked: "Is this a youth problem?" The Young Women's president 

quickly spoke up: "No, it's a Church problem." She continued: "The kids do basically the 
same things the adults do. Perhaps the grownups are a bit more dignified and formal 

about it." The Young Men's president nodded in agreement. I indicated that those were 
my feelings as well. 

We sat for a long time that night, asking questions like: What's supposed to happen in a 
testimony meeting? What is appropriate and what is inappropriate? Are there some 
expressions that are perfectly right and good in one setting but not quite right for a 

testimony meeting? Why was the spirit of the youth meeting so strange? Why did so 
many of the youth feel it was inspirational? Are we the ones who are out of it, insensitive 

to what we ought to feel? And so on. It was a sober occasion for the three of us, a 
vexation of the soul, painful searching after truth. We felt the need thereafter to express 

our concerns to the stake president and to suggest that a message be prepared and 
delivered by him (or whomever he recommended) on the matter of acquiring and bearing 

testimony, a message for the whole stake membership. As a stake presidency we first 
instructed the bishops and high council, turning to the scriptures and the words of living 

Apostles and prophets for our pattern. We stressed the need for being delicate and 
sensitive, of never indicating that there was one "approved" way of bearing witness, a 
"proper" approach to sharing one's testimony. Rather, we strove to speak in terms of 

correct principles. I think some good came from the whole thing. 
Seldom in my life have I spent as much time in serious reflection on a matter as I did in 
the weeks and months that followed that youth testimony meeting. Seldom in my life 
have I pondered and searched to understand the meaning and purpose of a meeting. I 

thought back of a thousand testimony meetings I had attended, and of the unusual things 
that had taken place there. I thought of my Sunday School teacher when I was twelve, a 

lovely young woman who loved the Lord and lived his gospel. It showed. I distinctly 
remember that every month in Fast and Testimony meeting she would stand up and say: 
"I'd like to read a message from the Improvement Era." She would then read an article to 



the congregation. I thought it was what she was supposed to do, perhaps her church 
assignment or something! She did that month after month, year after year. I thought back 
of a middle-aged woman standing up in testimony meeting and, with fire in her eyes and 

voice, saying to all of us: "You hypocrites! You phonies! You claim to be Christians. 
That's a joke!" She went on to tear apart the ward for not being more helpful in 

fellowshipping her non-member husband. I reflected on a man standing up in testimony 
meeting and startling us with the following: "As many of you know, I teach the fourteen-
year olds in Sunday School. I wasn't able to finish my lesson in time today, and so I'd like 

to do that now, if it's okay with the rest of you." He then took about fifteen minutes to 
complete his Sunday School lesson. 

A few years ago in one of my Book of Mormon classes at Brigham Young University, 
after I had finished a discussion of Alma 4:19 and of the matter of bearing pure 

testimony, a student spoke to me after class. He said: "Brother Millet, I wanted so badly 
to bear my testimony in yesterday's fast meeting in my BYU ward, but I knew that I 
didn't have anything original to say. I didn't have a special message to deliver." This 

experience highlights a problem we sometimes see in the Church: the presumption that 
one has to deliver a message, preach a sermon, or make some original contribution to the 

meeting. The general handbook of instructions simply indicates that members of the 
Church are to be invited to bear brief, heartfelt testimonies and, where appropriate, share 
faith-promoting experiences. There really is no need for the members of the Church to 
worry one tenth of a second about coming up with something to say, about leaving the 

congregation with a lasting message, about giving a talk. 
I frequently ask groups of returned missionaries the following questions: "Did you ever 
have any inspirational testimony meetings on your mission?" They inevitably respond: 

"Oh yes. We had some great ones!" I continue: "I'll bet they were spiritual feasts because 
every elder or sister said something different. Right?" "Not usually," they answer. "I'll bet 

they were unusual spiritual experiences because each missionary came with a prepared 
sermon, delivered it effectively, and set the other missionaries back on their heels with 
the power of their oratory. Right?" "Not really," they respond. "Well then, what did the 
missionaries say as part of their expressions?" After a few moments' reflection, the class 
relates that most of the elders and sisters said about the same thing—they bore testimony 

of God, of Jesus as the Christ, of Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon, and of the 
guiding hand of the Lord in the Church today. Very little original stuff. But powerful. 

There's a lesson there. 
As I understand it, the purpose of a testimony meeting is for the bearing of personal 

testimony. Expressions of gratitude and love, so much a part of the lives of followers of 
the Christ, take a backseat to the bearing of testimonies if in fact the meeting has been set 

aside for the bearing of testimonies. Letting others know how thankful we are for our 
blessings, as well as how much we love the Lord and one another—these expressions can 

and should accompany our testimony, but we are asked primarily to stand and bear 
witness of what we know to be true. President Spencer W. Kimball counseled a group of 
young people gathered in a testimony meeting: "Do not exhort each other; that is not a 

testimony. Do not tell others how to live. Just tell how you feel inside. That is the 
testimony. The moment you begin preaching to others, your testimony ended. Just tell us 
how you feel, what your mind and heart and every fiber of your body tells you."iiiiii3 On 

another occasion, President Kimball said to a similar group: 



Now, you are going to give your testimonies this afternoon. I hope that 
you'll just open your hearts and let us look inside . . . will you? Just open 

them up wide and turn on the lights and let us see your hearts, . . . how you 
feel. A testimony is not an exhortation; a testimony is not a sermon; none 
of you are here to exhort the rest. You are here to bear your own witness. 

It is amazing what you can say in thirty seconds by way of testimony, or in 
sixty seconds, or one hundred and twenty, or two hundred and forty, or 

whatever time you are given, if you confine yourselves to testimony. We'd 
like to know how you feel.xxxx

I've thought back many times of the amount of emotion that was evident in the youth 
testimony meeting. I've been concerned over the years that too often our youth (and, 

unfortunately, some of our more experienced members) are prone to confuse 
sentimentality with spirituality, tears with testimony. Let me illustrate. One Mutual night 
as I came out of my bishop's office, I noticed that the Laurel class was huddled in the hall 

in the midst of what seemed to be quite a fascinating discussion. They appeared to be 
talking about one of the young women in their class who had during the last year slipped 
into inactivity in the Church. I heard one of the girls say, with some enthusiasm: "Well, I 

can tell you this much—she doesn't have much of a testimony." One of the others 
challenged her: "How can you say that? How do you know?" The first replied: "Well, you 

think about it for a minute. I've seen her bear her testimony many times, and I've never 
seen her cry once!" There was a pause, a moment of reflection on the part of twelve 

young ladies, and then a rather visible concurrence. Most of them nodded in agreement 
and said: "She's right about that." I was flabbergasted. 
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More than twenty years ago I taught several classes of eleventh graders in seminary. My 
fourth period class was a remarkable group. During the first part of the year, however, I 
noticed something a bit unusual. Day after day for about three weeks I noticed that every 
devotional (to start the class and set the spiritual tone) involved some kind of death story. 

Somebody was dying or giving their life or blood or something. I pulled the class 
president aside after the third week and asked: "Fred, what's the deal with the 
devotionals?" He didn't follow me. "I mean, why all the morbid stories in our 

devotionals? Why are we so hung up with death?" Fred responded verbally in a polite 
manner, but the look on his face betrayed the fact that my question had totally mystified 

him. "Brother Millet," he came right back, "How else are we going to get the kids to 
cry?" I said, "Oh, I understand." I didn't follow up on the conversation at the time, but felt 

it was best to wait until I had thought through my response. 
There's no question that when we have a genuine spiritual experience we may be touched 

emotionally. Tears come easily for some of us, and there should never be the slightest 
embarrassment about such a thing. And yet we do ourselves and our youth a tremendous 

disservice if we begin to believe that an emotional experience is always a spiritual 
experience. Tears may come, but they should never be manipulated or elicited or sought 
for. In the classroom, for example, there is plenty for the gospel teacher to do by way of 

study, prayer, preparation, organization, and presentation; he or she must not seek to 
usurp the role of the Holy Ghost. He is the Comforter. He is the Revelator. He is the 

Converter. He is, in reality, the Teacher. We strive to be an instrument. We may seek and 
pray for an outpouring of the Spirit, but we must never attempt to manufacture the same. 
President Howard W. Hunter, in speaking to Church Educational System personnel, said: 



In one of the most basic revelations of this dispensation, the Lord said, 
"And the Spirit shall be given unto you by the prayer of faith; and if ye 

receive not the Spirit ye shall not teach" (D&C 42:14). 
1 take this verse to mean not only that we should not teach without the 

Spirit, but also that we really cannot teach without it. Learning of spiritual 
things simply cannot take place without the instructional and confirming 

presence of the Spirit of the Lord. . . . 
Let me offer a word of caution on this subject. I think if we are not careful 

as professional teachers working in the classroom every day, we may 
begin to try to counterfeit the true influence of the Spirit of the Lord by 
unworthy and manipulative means. I get concerned when it appears that 
strong emotion or free-flowing tears are equated with the presence of the 

Spirit. Certainly the Spirit of the Lord can bring strong emotional feelings, 
including tears, but that outward manifestation ought not be confused with 

the presence of the Spirit itself. 
I have watched a great many of my brethren over the years and we have 
shared some rare and unspeakable spiritual experiences together. Those 

experiences have all been different, each special in its own way, and such 
sacred moments may or may not be accompanied by tears. Very often they 
are, but sometimes they are accompanied by total silence. Other times they 

are accompanied by joy. Always they are accompanied by a great 
manifestation of the truth, of revelation to the heart. 

Give your students gospel truth powerfully taught; that is the way to give 
them a spiritual experience. Let it come naturally and as it will, perhaps 
with the shedding of tears, but perhaps not. If what you say is the truth, 
and you say it purely and with honest conviction, those students will feel 

the spirit of the truth being taught them and will recognize that inspiration 
and revelation has come into their hearts. That is how we build faith. That 

is how we strengthen testimonies—with the power of the word of God 
taught in purity and with conviction.xxx

Though President Hunter's remarks were directed primarily to full-time religious 
educators, the principles he enunciates certainly apply in our discussion of the bearing of 

pure testimony. There is something remarkable that takes place when the Latter-day 
Saints bear pure testimony. There is a spiritual presence that accompanies such 

expressions that can be felt in no other way, and there are outcomes which attest to the 
power and validity of doing so. Because of the growing waywardness of his people, Alma 
the younger determined to leave the office of chief judge or governor and devote himself 

to the work of the ministry. Of this occasion, Mormon wrote: 
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And this he did that he himself might go forth among his people, or among 
the people of Nephi, that he might preach the word of God unto them, to 

stir them up in remembrance of their duty, and that he might pull down, by 
the word of God, all the pride and craftiness and all the contentions which 
were among his people, seeing no way that he might reclaim them save it 

were in bearing down in pure testimony against them. (Alma 4:19, 
emphasis added.) 



There is, on the other hand, something missing when the Latter-day Saints fail to bear 
pure testimony. Something is lost. Elder Boyd K. Packer spoke of a time when he 

presided over the New England Mission. "We held a series of zone conferences," he 
wrote, 

to improve the spirituality of the mission. Rather than schedule instruction 
on the mechanics of missionary work, we determined to have a testimony 

meeting. In the last conference, in the testimony of one of the humble 
elders, I found the answer to the problem. There was something different 
about the brief testimony of this frightened new elder. He stood for less 

than a minute, yet I learned from his expression what it was that was 
missing. 

The testimonies we'd heard from all the other missionaries went 
something like this: "I'm grateful to be in the mission field. I've learned a 

lot from it. I have a fine companion. I've learned a lot from him. I'm 
grateful for my parents. We had an interesting experience last week. We 
were out knocking on doors and.…" Then the missionary would relate an 
experience. His conclusion would be something like this: "I'm grateful to 
be in the mission field. I have a testimony of the gospel." And he would 

conclude "in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen." 
This young elder was different somehow. Anxious not to spend an extra 
second on his feet, he said simply, in hurried, frightened words, "I know 

that God lives. I know that Jesus is the Christ. 1 know that we have a 
prophet of God leading the Church. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen." 
This was a testimony. It was not just an experience nor an expression of 

gratitude. It was a declaration, a witness! 
Most of the elders had said "I have a testimony," but they had not declared 
it. This young elder had, in a very few words, delivered his testimony—

direct, basic, and, as it turned out, powerful. 
I then knew what was wrong in the mission. We were telling stories, 

expressing gratitude, admitting that we had testimonies, but we were not 
bearing them.iiii

A Witness Properly Rooted 
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I was asked some years ago by a mission president to speak to his missionaries at a zone 
conference. We had a lovely gathering and a fine exchange of ideas. I was invited to stay 
for lunch and visit with the missionaries. I did a great deal of listening and learned much. 

One of the most interesting conversations revolved around a young couple who were 
being taught by the missionaries but who were not progressing. "They're golden people," 
one elder said, "ripe and ready for membership in the Church. They just won't commit to 

be baptized." Several suggestions were made by the missionaries listening in—fasting 
with them, having the bishop meet with them, intensifying the friendshipping effort, etc., 
to all of which the first elder said, "We've tried that." After a long pause, one elder spoke 

up: "Have you given them the Scrolls Discussion?" The first elder responded: "No, do 
you think this would be a good time for the Scrolls Discussion?" "Sounds like a perfect 

time to me," the first came back. 
Now I had never heard of the Scrolls Discussion. I was dying to know what it was so I 

blurted out: "What's the Scrolls Discussion?" The second elder looked quizzically at me 



and said: "Surely, Brother Millet, you've heard of the Scrolls Discussion?" I indicated 
that I had not. "The Scrolls Discussion," he said, "involves showing the people how the 

Dead Sea Scrolls proves the truthfulness of the Church!" I asked: "How do you do that?" 
"Well," he replied, "as you know, the Dead Sea Scrolls contains information about a 
group of Christians out in the deserts of Judea." I said: "No, it doesn't. The Dead Sea 
Scrolls were written by a group of hyperreligious Jews." He said: "Oh. I didn't know 

that." Then the elder followed up: "Well, you do know that they had three presiding high 
priests at the head of their Church." I indicated that the leaders of their group were 

Aaronic priests, not Melchizedek. He went on: "Well, there's much doctrine within the 
Scrolls which proves ours to be true." 

I commented that the Scrolls were interesting historical documents but did very little for 
us doctrinally. This exchange went on for about ten minutes, the elder providing what he 
thought to be airtight "proofs" and me trying to gently let him know that most of what he 
understood about the Dead Sea Scrolls was simply untrue. I could see the frustration in 

his eyes. He breathed a sigh and then concluded the debate with, "Well, I'll just say this—
the Scrolls Discussion has always worked perfectly for me!" I thought then (and have 

since) about all the people who may have come into the Church as a result of what they 
learned in the famous Scrolls Discussion. I shuddered. 

This is the Lord's Church. It is built upon divine precepts and principles, founded on 
diamond truth and God-given authority. It needs no props. We need not stretch nor 

sensationalize nor intellectualize the message of the Restoration in order to make it more 
palatable. It will stand on its own. Joseph Smith taught that truth cuts its own way.iiiii

There are some things that we must come to know, know with an assurance born of the 
Spirit, if we are to endure the tests spoken of earlier. We need to know that there is a God 
in heaven, that he is infinite and eternal, and that he is our Parent, the Father of the spirits 

of all men and women. We need to know that Jesus is the Christ, that he is literally the 
Only Begotten Son of the Father in the flesh, and that salvation comes by and through 
him and in no other way. We need to know that Joseph Smith was and is a prophet of 

God, that he is a revealer of truth and a legal administrator, that knowledge and authority 
have been delivered to earth in this final gospel dispensation through his instrumentality. 

We need to know that the revelations and translations given through Joseph the Seer, 
especially the Book of Mormon, are true and from God, that they contain the mind and 
will and voice of the Almighty to those who live in this last age of the earth's history. 

Finally, we need to know that The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is, in the 
language of the revelation, the only true and living Church on the face of the earth (D&C 
1:30), is the kingdom of God on earth, is in the line of its duty, and is preparing a people 
for the Second Coming of the Son of Man. These things matter. They matter a great deal. 

Our testimonies will be intact and solid to the degree that they are grounded in these 
essential verities. 
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Our witness of the truth—a sign of our spiritual maturity in the faith—must be grounded 
in substance, in true doctrine, in that which will endure the test of time. We may have a 
testimony of many things—of the programs and procedures and policies of the Restored 

Church—and yet not be settled in truth. 

Though we may begin simply in the development of our witness, the Lord expects his 
servants to search and study and grow in understanding, to acquire a reason for the hope 
that is within them (see 1 Peter 3:15). Simply stated, the Spirit bears witness of truth, of 



substantive realities. "The sanctity of a true testimony," President Joseph F. Smith 
counseled the Church, 

should inspire a thoughtful care as to its use. That testimony is not to be 
forced upon everybody, nor is it to be proclaimed at large from the 

housetop. It is not to be voiced merely to "fill up the time" in a public 
meeting; far less to excuse or disguise the speaker's poverty of thought or 
ignorance of the truth he is called to expound.... Of those who speak in his 

name, the Lord requires humility, not ignorance.iiiii i
In this day we have been commanded to be true and loyal to the Restoration, to bear 

testimony of those things which have come by and through Joseph Smith (see D&C 31:4; 
49:1-4). Indeed, the Lord has warned us as a people of the condemnation, scourge, and 
judgment—surely the lost spiritual privileges and opportunities—which rest upon the 

Church because of our near neglect of the Book of Mormon and modern revelations. The 
Savior has also instructed us as to how we may extricate ourselves from this spiritual 

plight: "I will forgive you of your sins with this commandment—that you remain 
steadfast in your minds in solemnity and the spirit of prayer, in bearing testimony to all 

the world of those things which are communicated unto you" (see D&C 84:54-61). 
Occasionally we hear people complain that they hear too few testimonies of Christ and 
too many of Joseph Smith. To be sure, we worship the Father in the name of the Son; 

Christ our Lord is the way to the Father and his is the only name under heaven whereby 
man can be saved. And yet the dispensation head is the preeminent revealer of Christ to 

the world in his day. Thus to bear witness of Joseph Smith is to bear witness of Jesus 
Christ who sent him, just as to bear witness of Christ is to bear witness of the Eternal 

Father who sent him. I have observed that there is a power—an unusual spiritual 
endowment from that Lord we worship—associated with the bearing of a pure and 

fervent testimony of Joseph Smith and the Restoration. Such outpourings surely signify 
heaven's approbation. 
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President David O. McKay's father learned, as a young missionary, of the importance of 
bearing testimony of the Choice Seer. After laboring in a town in Scotland he had 
decided, because of persecution, to speak of Christ and Christian principles and to 

postpone for the time being his discussion of the Restoration. He thereafter experienced a 
gloom and darkness of soul that he had never known, a pall of bitterness so intense that 
he concluded either he would have it removed or he would leave his labors and return 

home. In pleading and sober prayer he called upon God for deliverance. The Spirit spoke: 
"Testify that Joseph Smith is a prophet of God." The darkness was lifted and Elder 

McKay's ministry continued.vvvvv

In this same spirit, Elder Matthew Cowley, prior to leaving on his first mission, was 
given the following counsel from his father: "My boy, you will go out on that mission; 

you will study; you will try to prepare your sermons; and sometimes when you are called 
upon, you will think you are wonderfully prepared, but when you stand up, your mind 

will go completely blank." Young Elder Cowley asked what he should do in such 
circumstances. 
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He said, "You stand up there and with all the fervor of your soul, you bear 
witness that Joseph Smith was a prophet of the living God, and thoughts 
will flood into your mind and words to your mouth, to round out those 

thoughts in a facility of expression that will carry conviction to the heart 



of everyone who listens." And so my mind, being mostly blank during my 
five years in the mission field, gave me the opportunity to bear testimony 
to the greatest event in the history of the world since the crucifixion of the 

Master.vvvv

The Impact of Pure Testimony 
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There is no way, given our limited perspective in this life, that we can measure the eternal 
impact of pure testimony. Perhaps only when we are able to look back on the whole of 
our existence, able to see things as they really are, from God Almighty's point of view, 

we will be able to sense and feel the powerful coalescence of circumstances, the divinely-
contrived orchestration of people and events. Perhaps then we will be in a position to 

measure just how much difference has been made by human testimony. Some testimonies 
shake the earth. 

I remember very well the feeling of deep, personal loss when I learned of the passing of 
President David O. McKay in January 1970. He had been the prophet of my youth, the 
only president of the Church I really remembered. I worried about my ability to shift 

allegiance and commitment to President Joseph Fielding Smith, his successor. I prayed 
and prayed to have the same witness as to President Smith's call that I had felt in regard 

to President McKay. By the time the April 1970 conference convened, I still had not 
received what was to me a sufficient confirmation that the will of the Lord had been 

done. Things changed dramatically for me, however, as I heard President Smith speak the 
following words at the close of the conference: 

I desire to say that no man of himself can lead this church. It is the Church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ; he is at the head. The Church bears his name, has 
his priesthood, administers his gospel, preaches his doctrine, and does his 

work. 
He chooses men and calls them to be instruments in his hands to 

accomplish his purposes, and he guides and directs them in their labors. 
But men are only instruments in the Lord's hands, and the honor and glory 

for all that his servants accomplish is and should be ascribed unto him 
forever. 

If this were the work of man, it would fail, but it is the work of the Lord, 
and he does not fail.iiiii

Something happened to me as a result of hearing that sweet but direct testimony, 
something which has affected my life permanently. I saw the power of God resting upon 
President Joseph Fielding Smith; that witness went down into my heart and burned like 
fire. It has happened in like manner on subsequent occasions as new prophets have been 

chosen and appointed. 
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I remember also some two and a half years later when a new Apostle was called at the 
October 1972 conference. The newly sustained Apostle declared: 

As members of the church and kingdom of God on earth, we enjoy the 
gifts of the Spirit—those wonders and glories and miracles that a gracious 
and benevolent God always has bestowed on his faithful saints. The first 

of these gifts listed in our modern revelation on spiritual gifts is the gift of 
testimony, the gift of revelation, the gift of knowing of the truth and 

divinity of the work. This gift is elsewhere described as the testimony of 



Jesus, which is the spirit of prophecy. This is my gift. I know this work is 
true. 

I have a perfect knowledge that Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God 
and that he was crucified for the sins of the world. I know that Joseph 

Smith is a prophet of God through whose instrumentality the fulness of the 
everlasting gospel has been restored again in our day. And I know that this 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the kingdom of God on 
earth.iiiii i

I was moved and strengthened by that witness in ways that I cannot explain. I knew, with 
a knowledge more powerful than sight, that he knew. 
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Over twelve years later that same Apostle delivered his last testimony to the Church, one 
that has and will yet touch the hearts of millions of people across the globe. "And now," 

he affirmed, in speaking of the redemption of Christ, 
as pertaining to this perfect atonement, wrought by the shedding of the 

blood of God—I testify that it took place in Gethsemane and at Golgotha, 
and as pertaining to Jesus Christ, I testify that he is the Son of the Living 
God and was crucified for the sins of the world. He is our Lord, our God, 

and our King. This I know of myself independent of any other person. 
I am one of his witnesses, and in a coming day I shall feel the nail marks 

in his hands and in his feet and shall wet his feet with my tears. 
But I shall not know any better then than I know now that he is God's 
Almighty Son, that he is our Savior and Redeemer, and that salvation 

comes in and through his atoning blood and in no other way.iiiiiii
Who among us that heard this final apostolic witness of Elder Bruce R. McConkie will 
ever be the same? Indeed, the witness of the Brethren provide not only sustenance and 

support for our own developing testimonies, but they also stand as a pattern and a guide 
as to how the Lord expects his Saints to bear pure testimony. 
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As we develop in line upon line fashion, as we grow here a little and there a little in our 
appreciation for and witness of the work in which we are engaged, we are becoming 

steadfast and immovable in the faith. Like Jacob, son of Lehi, because of our experience 
with the Spirit of the Lord we will be unshaken in the faith when we encounter antichrists 

and the doctrine of devils (Jacob 7:5). And, like Enos, his son, because we will have 
heard the word of the Lord and have come to treasure above all else those matters of 

eternal import, our faith will begin to be unshaken in the Lord (Enos 1:11). We will have 
begun to mature in our convictions. 
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The Middoni Principle 
C. Robert Line 

"It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (Heb. 10:31). Paul's 
statement is true not only in the sense that God's vengeance brings fear upon the wicked, 
but also in that those who seek to place their trust in God during a moment of spiritual 

crisis (when the outcome of a particular leap of faith is in doubt) may experience anxiety. 
Putting our trust in God when we do not know the outcome can indeed be "a fearful 

thing." During such moments we can trust and might even know that God will deliver us, 
but we are often uncertain about the method of deliverance. Elder Harold B. Lee taught 
that obeying in faith even while not understanding the reasons is the difference between 

"blind" obedience and "intelligent" obedience.xxxxx

And after many days an angel of the Lord appeared unto Adam, saying: 
Why dost thou offer sacrifices unto the Lord? And Adam said unto him: I 

know not, save the Lord commanded me. And then the angel spake, 
saying: This thing is a similitude of the sacrifice of the Only Begotten of 

the Father, which is full of grace and truth. (Moses 5:6-7.) 
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Adam was not guilty of blind obedience—that is, simply obeying because he was 
commanded. Rather, there was an initial trust in his Heavenly Father, a trust based upon 
spiritually confirming experience. Although Adam knew and trusted God, he would not 
learn the results of his obedience until later. He acted because he knew, as the Prophet 

Joseph Smith later taught, that "whatever God requires is right, no matter what it is, 
although we may not see the reason thereof until long after the events transpire."ll

This kind of obedience—"intelligent" obedience—is demonstrated in the missionary 
labors of Ammon and Lamoni in the land of Middoni as described in the Book of 

Mormon. For the purpose of this paper, I will call it the Middoni Principle. It requires of 
us the understanding that: 1) not only should we always do what God requires, but 2) we 
should also realize that quite often what we want or righteously desire is often what the 

Lord wants; he just has a different way of orchestrating events than we sometimes 
contemplate initially. 
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After much service and preaching among the people of King Lamoni, Ammon finally 
reaped the harvest of souls he had longed for. Among this harvest was the conversion of 


