
Our Heavenly Father: In deep humility and gratitude, we thy 
servants approach thee in prayer and supplication on this 
most solemn and momentous occasion. We pray thee to 

draw near unto us, to grant us the peace asked for in the opening 
prayer by Brother Cannon; and to let the channel of communica-
tion between thee and us be open, that thy word may be spoken, and 
thy will to be done. We pray for forgiveness of any folly, weakness 
or light-mindedness that it may not stand between us and the rich 
outpouring of thy Holy Spirit. Holy Father, grant us thy peace and 
inspiration and may we not be disturbed during this solemn service.

For thy kind protection and watchful care over us in our travels 
by land and by sea, we render our sincere gratitude. We are grateful, 
too, for the fellowship and brotherly love we have one for the other, 
that our hearts beat as one, and that we stand before thee this holy 
Sabbath day with clean hands, pure hearts, and with our minds free 
from all worldly cares.

Though keenly aware of the great responsibility this special mis-
sion entails, yet we are thankful that thou hast called us to perform it. 

appendix 2
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Heavenly Father, make us equal, we beseech thee, to every duty and 
task. As we visit the Missions in the various parts of the world, give us 
keen insight into the conditions and needs of each, and bestow upon 
us in rich abundance the gift of discernment.

With grateful hearts, we acknowledge thy guiding influence in 
our travels to this great land of China, and particularly to this quiet, 
and secluded spot in the heart of this ancient and crowded city. We 
pray that the petition setting this spot apart as a place of prayer and 
dedication may be granted by thee and that it may be held sacred in 
thy sight.

Holy Father, we rejoice in the knowledge of the Truth, and in the 
restoration of Gospel of the Redeemer. We praise thy name for having 
revealed thyself and thine Only Begotten Son to thy servant, Joseph 
the Prophet, and that through thy revelations the Church, in its purity 
and perfection, was established in these last days, for the happiness 
and eternal salvation of the human family. We thank thee for the 
Priesthood, which gives men authority to officiate in thy Holy name.

In this land there are millions who know not thee nor thy work, 
who are bound by fetters of superstition and false doctrine, and who 
have never been given the opportunity even of hearing the true mes-
sage of their Redeemer.  Countless millions have died in ignorance 
of thy plan of life and salvation. We feel deeply impressed with the 
realization that the time has come when the light of the glorious 
gospel should begin to shine through the dense darkness that has 
enshrouded this nation for ages.

To this end, therefore, by the authority of the Holy Apostleship, 
I dedicate and consecrate and set apart the Chinese Realm for the 
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ as restored in this dispen-
sation through the Prophet Joseph Smith. By this act, shall the key 
be turned that unlocks the door through which thy chosen servants 
shall enter with Glad Tidings of Great Joy to this benighted and senile 
nation. That their message may be given in peace, we beseech thee, 
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O God, to stabilize the Chinese government. Thou knowest how it is 
torn with dissension at the present time, and how faction contends 
against faction to the oppression of the people and the strangling of 
the nation’s life. Holy Father, may peace and stability be established 
throughout this republic, if not by the present government, then 
through the intervention of the allied powers of the civilized world.

Heavenly Father, manifest thy tender mercy toward thy suffering 
children throughout this famine-stricken realm! Stay the progress 
of pestilence, and may starvation and untimely death stalk no more 
through the land. Break the bands of superstition, and may the young 
men and young women come out of the darkness of the Past into the 
Glorious Light now shining among the children of men. Grant, our 
Father, that these young men and women may, through upright, vir-
tuous lives, and prayerful study, be prepared and inclined to declare 
this message of salvation in their own tongue to their fellowmen. May 
their hearts, and the hearts of this people, be turned to their fathers 
that they may accept the opportunity offered them to bring salvation 
to the millions who have gone before.

May the elders and sisters whom thou shalt call to this land as 
missionaries have keen insight into the mental and spiritual state of 
the Chinese mind. Give them special power and ability to approach 
this people in such manner as will make the proper appeal to them. 
We beseech thee, O God, to reveal to thy servants the best methods 
to adopt and the best plans to follow in establishing thy work among 
this ancient, tradition-steeped people. May the work prove joyous, 
and a rich harvest of honest souls bring peace to the workers’ hearts 
which surpasseth all understanding.

Remember thy servants, whom thou hast chosen to preside in 
Thy Church. We uphold and sustain before thee President Heber J. 
Grant who stands at the head at this time, and his counsellors, Presi-
dent Anthon H. Lund and President Charles W. Penrose. Bless them, 
we pray thee, with every needful blessing, and keep them one in all 
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things pertaining to thy work. Likewise bless the Council of Twelve. 
May they continue to be one with the First Presidency. Remember the 
Presiding Bishopric, and all who preside in stakes, wards, quorums, 
organizations, temples, church schools, and missions. May the spirit 
of purity, peace, and energy characterize all thy organizations.

Heavenly Father, be kind to our Loved Ones from whom we are 
now separated. Let thy Holy Spirit abide in our homes, that sickness, 
disease and death may not enter therein.

Hear us, O Kind and Heavenly Father, we implore thee, and open 
the door for the preaching of thy Gospel from one end of this realm 
to the other, and may thy servants who declare this message be espe-
cially blest and directed by thee. May thy kingdom come, and thy 
will be done speedily here on earth among all peoples, kindreds and 
tongues preparatory to the winding up scenes of these latter days!

And while we behold thy guiding hand through it all, we shall 
ascribe unto thee the praise, the glory and the honor, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Redeemer, Amen.1

Note
1. As quoted in Spencer J. Palmer, The Church Encounters Asia (Salt Lake 

City: Deseret Book, 1970), 35–37.


