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Title page
Identical in every respect to the title page for volume VII (1854) 
of  Zion’s Trumpet except for two—the volume number and the 
year. The volume VIII (1855) title page was printed and distrib-
uted at the same time as the December 22 issue, along with the 
foreword and the contents.

Foreword
Dan Jones declares that the reader will see how the godly wis-
dom in the pages of  this eighth volume of  Zion’s Trumpet will 
cause human wisdom to wither. The sounds of  this trumpet, 
inviting the “children of  Zion” to leave “Babylon” (Wales), will 
be louder than Babylon’s trumpets, which invite all countries to 
the bloody battlefields of  war. He asks that his “fellow soldiers” 
assist in warning their compatriots of  the necessity of  gathering 
to Zion. Jones concludes with a prayer for future editors to use 
the power of  truth to “pierce the hearts” of  the readers.

Contents
An alphabetical listing of  74 major headings in the original 
Welsh. The English translation is also arranged alphabetically, 
making the order different from that of  the original. There are 
12 indented headings under “Conferences,” 56 under “Edito-
rial,” 13 under “Letters,” and 11 under “Poetry.” Eleven incor-
rect page references in the original are corrected in the transla-
tion of  “Contents.” 
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that through their example and advice they will be able to teach 
their children to do likewise. Since the persecution directed at 
the children of  the Saints comes from other children as directed 
by their parents, Jones counsels the parents to remove their chil-
dren from their current environment by going to “Zion” as soon 
as possible. In the meantime parents must counter the bad in-
fluences that surround their children by teaching them the true 
gospel. 

Success of  the Gospel in the States,—Establishment of  a  
Welsh Conference, and Promising Signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 6
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to create a third. He also mentions the arrival of  Joseph Joseph 
from Pendarren whom he had called as president of  one of  the 
branches. Three months later Joseph Joseph became Richards’s 
son-in-law when Joseph married sixteen-year-old Mary Ann. In 
an editorial comment following the Richards’s letter, Dan Jones 
expresses delight that the gospel is succeeding among the Welsh 
in North America and that John James, a former Baptist min-
ister in Cefn-coed-y-cymmer, is in Minersville also, something 
he must have learned from a source other than the letter from 
Thomas M. Richards.
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Jones declares that the year 1855 “threatens” to be “the single 
most portentous year for Great Britain” because of  the Crimean 
War. He is saddened at the reports that just hearing the name 
“Latter-day Saints” results in “prolonged curses and threats” 
from the soldiers. He further comments that the confusion in 
the world should motivate Church members to seek refuge in 
Zion. In the second part of  this editorial, Jones encourages con-
ference presidents and book distributors to increase the number 
of  subscribers to Zion’s Trumpet.
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of  his delight in meeting Brigham Young and in seeing how 
the settlers are building the kingdom of  God in various ways. 
Concerning the journey across the plains Davis writes that “the 
journey is long, the weather gets quite hot, the oxen are stub-
born, and men sometimes are even more stubborn.” He closes 
by encouraging all the members of  the Church in Wales to “re-
spect the Presidency” and to listen to the sound of  the Trumpet.
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Dennis, Welsh Mormon Writings from 1844 to 1862: A Historical Bib-
liography (Provo, UT: Religious Studies Center, 1988), 192–93. 
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Defending the Faith: Early Welsh Missionary Publications (Provo, UT: 
Religious Studies Center, 2003), item  J28.
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tively sought to identify and expose Reverend W. R. Davies, the 



xxxixCONTENTS

Baptist preacher who was the archenemy of  Mormonism from 
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his anti-Mormon articles. For further details of  this polemic see 
Ronald Dennis, “The Reverend W. R. Davies vs. Captain Dan 
Jones,” Brigham Young University Studies 27 (Spring 1987): 53–65, 
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that come as doves to their windows?” has reference to Mormon 
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Thomas Jeremy had sailed on board the Buena Vista in 1849 with 
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including a transcription of  his missionary journal, see http://
welshmormon.byu.edu.
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peace should be presented to Russia by France and Britain.

Fall of  Babylon! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 127
A poem of  two 8-line stanzas by Margaret Harris, Swansea, in 
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safe haven where they can live in peace away from Babel.

(No title) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      127
Dan Jones declares that if  the current route for emigrating to 
Zion is closed because of  clashes with the Indians that other 
routes will be opened. He then reports the completion of  a rail-
road across the Isthmus of  Panama as an example.

Book Debts for the Various Conferences, for the Quarter  
Ending, March 31, 1855 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          128

Debts owed by fourteen conferences, the Liverpool Welsh 
Branch, the Liverpool Office, and Herefordshire are shown.
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The Bible—Who Will Stand by It? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  129
The Welsh translation by William Lewis of  this article from Mil-
lennial Star 17 (31 March 1855):198–200. It first appeared in the 
San Francisco Chronicle.

Conversation between a Sectarian, a Mormon,  
and an Atheist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  132

William Lewis, Swansea, is the writer of  this supposed “conver-
sation” that is centered around the theme of  miraculous power. 
The sectarian calls into question the miracles that the Mormons 
claim to have witnessed. The Mormon offers explanations to 
the sectarian, and the atheist becomes an arbiter between them. 
The four pages of  this conversation in this issue constitute the 
first part; the second part appears several months later in the 15 
September issue of Zion’s Trumpet.

Polygamy in Utah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               135
The Welsh translation of  a brief  statement in the New York Eve-
ning Mirror for 20 February 1855. The writer, a “Gentile,” states 
that although he has no sympathy for the Mormons’ religion 
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or their practice of  polygamy, during his three-week stay in 
Salt Lake City he saw more orderliness, industriousness, and 
decency than he had ever seen in any other place in the world.

(Editorial) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     136
Dan Jones explains in considerable detail to his readers why 
he has refused to accept the challenge of  Reverend C. Short to 
a debate. Instead of  a debate Jones declares that he will pres-
ent a series of  lectures at the Saints Hall on Orange Road in 
Swansea.

Mr. Parley P. Pratt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               139
An unsigned writer describes the manner in which Parley P. 
Pratt has aggressively represented Mormonism and the practice 
of  polygamy in the town of  Alta, California, about sixty miles 
northeast of  Sacramento.

Character of  the Saints . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           140
Chief  Justice John Fitch Kinney, speaking in a state meeting of  
the Territory of  Utah, has many kind things to say about the 
Mormons and the time he has spent among them.

The Exile Returns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               142
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lish poet and novelist Anna Maria Porter (1780–1832). The 
poem was translated into Welsh by Aneurin L. Jones, the son of  
David Bevan Jones (Dewi Elfed Jones), the former Baptist min-
ister who converted to Mormonism in 1851. The vast majority 
of  poems that appeared in Zion’s Trumpet were about emigration 
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by the translator for expressing his own personal experience.

For purposes of  comparison, here is the original version of  
the poem (“Erin” is the poetic name of  Ireland):

Oh, woods of  green Erin—sweet, sweet was the breeze,
That rustled long since through your wide-spreading trees;
And sweet was the flow of  your waters to hear,
And precious my cabin, the home of  my dear.
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For then, through your groves, by your waters I walk’d,
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A Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       147
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of  disgust and anger about the novel and the editor in Denbigh 
who would use his newspaper to spread such falsehoods about 
the Mormons.

(Editorial) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     345
Dan Jones devotes the entire three pages of  this editorial to 
the news from Utah gleaned from The Mormon, the St. Louis Lu-
minary, the Millennial Star, and from several letters. He reports 
that the problem with grasshoppers is essentially resolved, that 
several new buildings are nearing completion, that many of  the 
Indians have been baptized, that goods in large quantities are 
being transported to Utah, and that the pioneers are crossing 
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able picture of  Salt Lake City the writer portrayed, thus making 
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been encouraging to leave for America next spring. The letter is 
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addressed to “Brother Jenkins,” probably Morris Jenkins, who 
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