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fruition without the generous support of the BYU Religious
Studies Center and Deseret Book. As the volume went through
sundry iterations, R. Devan Jensen was patient and persistent.
Thomas A. Wayment, Dana M. Pike, Brent R. Nordgren, Joany
Pinegar, Carmen Cole, and others at Religious Studies Center
deserve our deepest gratitude for their faith and belief in the
project.

We thank the research staff at the Harold B. Lee Library
and the Museum of Art at Brigham Young University as well
as the staff at the J. Willard Marriott Library at the University
of Utah, the Church History Library in Salt Lake City, and the
Huntington Library in San Marino, California. Each institu-
tion opened their doors and made available resources for this
undertaking. We also thank the Office of Research and Creative
Activities and the Department of Church History and Doctrine
at BYU for their financial support.

Given all of the professional and scholarly assistance we
received, our readers should be holding a perfectly edited book.
Yet it is far from perfect, and we alone are responsible for any
shortcomings. Perhaps our stumbles will inspire greater schol-
ars to produce more thorough, insightful, and comprehensive
collections of early Latter-day Saint poetry.

Last, and most important, we thank the early Latter-day
Saint poets for these psalms. Their verses and legacies of faith
deserve a finer memorial than just one volume, but we take
heart in knowing that their poetry will now reach a new audi-

ence of appreciative readers.



