viii  Introduction

Finally, we emphasize that while this volume does provide significant
evidence of the book’s truth, gaining a witness that the Book of Mormon
is true is an individual and lifelong process. As Moroni has promised, those
who seck their own confirmation of the Book of Mormon will receive a per-
sonal answer from the Lord (see Moroni 10:4). The Book of Mormon sup-
ports biblical testimonies of Christ and provides additional messages of his
divine sonship. We encourage all readers of this volume to build on their
current testimonies of the Book of Mormon by learning of its incredible
history and origins. We hope this volume will be a valuable supplement to
your Book of Mormon study and provide an additional source of the book’s
light and truth. As editors of this volume, we add our personal testimony
that the Book of Mormon is true. It is an ancient record brought forth in
our day, translated by the gift and power of God through Joseph Smith, the
Lord’s prophet.

Dennis L. Largey
Andrew H. Hedges
John Hilton III
Kerry Hull

Patty Smith

Sperry Symposium Committee

Acknowledgments

We extend our sincere appreciation to all those who have contributed to this
year’s Sperry Symposium in every stage of its production and presentation.
In addition to those already recognized herein, we would like to thank Patty
Smith and the support staff of Religious Education and the blind reviewers
who carefully vetted each submission and made helpful suggestions for all
of the papers. In addition, we are grateful to the staff of BYU’s Religious
Studies Center: Thomas Wayment, Devan Jensen, Brent R. Nordgren,
Joany O. Pinegar, Alison Brimley, Shanna Clayton, Rachel Gessel, Hadley
Griggs, Rebecca Hamson, and Leah Welker, who have contributed signifi-
cant time and effort in reviewing, editing, and revising the papers, enhanc-
ing the book’s professional and scholarly value. Additionally, we would like
to thank Elder Merrill J. Bateman, Emeritus Seventy, for presenting his
article “The Coming Forth of Plain and Precious Truths” at the symposium

and allowing us to publish it herein.



