
The Old Testament features hundreds of word pairs. To qualify as a word 
pair in the Hebrew Bible, the words must be of the same grammatical class, 
must occur in parallel lines, and must occur frequently as a pair in the 
text.1 In the parallelism “For I was my father’s son, tender and only beloved 
in the sight of my mother” (Proverbs 4:3), father and mother form a word 
pair. Another example from biblical poetry is “Hear, O heavens, and give 
ear, O earth” (Isaiah 1:2), with hear being paired with give ear.

Word pairs are also found in biblical prose, where they are generally 
joined by and.2 In “He is thy life, and the length of thy days” (Deuteronomy 
30:20), life and length of days form a word pair. And in the phrase “that 
cannot be numbered nor counted” (1 Kings 3:8), numbered is paired with 
counted.

The Book of Mormon has hundreds of word pairs that follow the same 
patterns as those in the Bible.3 Here are some examples that are found in 
parallel lines:

WORD PAIRS 

“by day, and . . . by night” (2 Nephi 9:52)
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Day and Night

pray unto him continually by day, 
and give thanks unto his holy name by night (2 Nephi 9:52)

leading them by day
and giving light unto them by night (1 Nephi 17:30)

A and he did thank and praise the Lord 
B all the day long; 
B and when the night came, 

A they did not cease to praise the Lord (Ether 6:9)

Note that the last example also forms a chiasm. Day and night are also 
word pairs in the Old Testament—for example, Job 3:23, Psalm 19:2, and 
Isaiah 4:5. 

Good and Evil
if they be good, to the resurrection of endless life and happiness; 
and if they be evil, to the resurrection of endless damnation (Mosiah 
16:11)

there is nothing which is good save it comes from the Lord: 
and that which is evil cometh from the devil (Omni 1:25)

good according to his desires of good; 
and the other to evil according to his desires of evil (Alma 41:5)

they that have done good shall have everlasting life; 
and they that have done evil shall have everlasting damnation 
(Helaman 12:26)

For Old Testament examples of this word pair, see Genesis 2:9, 17; Leviti-
cus 5:4; and Deuteronomy 30:15.
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Hearken and Hear

Hearken unto us, 
and hear ye our precept. (2 Nephi 28:5)

Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, 
and hearken to the word of the Lord. (Jacob 2:27)

Hearken, O ye house of Israel, 
and hear the words of me, a prophet of the Lord. (Jacob 5:2)

The word pair hearken and hear also appears in Job 13:6, Jeremiah 6:10, 
and Micah 1:2.

Soul and Heart
for his soul did rejoice, 
and his whole heart was filled (1 Nephi 1:15)

my soul is rent with anguish because of you, 
and my heart is pained (1 Nephi 17:47)

my heart sorroweth because of my flesh; 
my soul grieveth because of mine iniquities (2 Nephi 4:17)

my soul abhorreth sin, 
and my heart delighteth in righteousness (2 Nephi 9:49)

The Old Testament pairs heart and soul in Psalm 13:2 and 16:9 as well as 
in Lamentations 1:20.

The Book of Mormon has many other examples of word pairs. These 
include anger/fierce anger, bless/curse, city/land, eyes/heart, favor/blessing, 
hearken/give ear, hear/understand, heavens/earth, Jacob/Israel, light/dark-
ness, Lord/God, mountain/valley, nations/earth, old men/young men, pride/
wisdom, righteous/wicked, sin/righteousness, tell/declare, thousands/ten thou-
s ands, visions/dreams, and walk/observe.



SIDE-BY-SIDE WORD PAIRS IN  
THE BOOK OF MORMON

In biblical studies a word pair refers to corresponding words with 
similar, synonymous, or contrastive meanings that appear in parallel 
lines. Their prevalence in Hebrew poetry and in other ancient liter-
ature shows they were useful stock expressions, especially in the 
creation of impactful parallelisms that could be easily composed 
and memorized.

Formulaic word pairs can also take different forms, such as being 
joined by and and not occurring in parallel lines. Such side-by-side 
collocations occur in the Bible as well as in the Book of Mormon and 
make for useful study. 

In surveying word pairs in Book of Mormon prose texts, James T. 
Duke identified eighty-one that occur side by side (that is, conjoined 
with and) at least four times.* His list includes the following, along 
with their number of occurrences:

gold/silver (43)

wickedness/abominations (42)

wars/contentions (27)

power/authority (25)

priests/teachers (21)

faith/repentance (18)

justice/mercy (17)

signs/wonders (14)

life/death (13) 

prophecy/revelation (13)

great/abominable (12) 

death/hell (10)

gift/power (10) 

fast(ing)/pray(er) (10) 

eat/drink (9)

vain/foolish (7)

hunger/thirst (7) 

oaths/covenants (7)

first/last (6)

poor/needy (6) 

faith/diligence (6)

meek/lowly (5)

beginning/end (5) 

faith/works (4)  

How are word pairs useful in the study of the Book of Mormon? 
Among other reasons, “substantial linkages tie these pairs to the 
language and culture of the Israelite people,” explains Duke. In this 
way word pairs have probative value regarding the claimed ancient 
origins of the Book of Mormon text.

* See Duke, “Word Pairs and Distinctive Combinations,” 38–40.



WORD PAIRS  43

Notes
1. See Baranowski, “Word Pairs.”
2. See Baranowski, “Word Pairs.”
3. On word pairs in the Book of Mormon, see Barney, “Parallel Word Pairs”; 

Tvedtnes, “Word Groups”; Duke, “Word Pairs and Distinctive Combina-
tions”; and Tvedtnes and Barney, “Word Groups.”


