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The First World War � gured prominently during the � nal years of Joseph F. 
Smith’s Church presidency. A� er decades of rising international tension 

fueled by European imperialism and an increasingly complex network of treaty 
obligations, the � rst truly modern war was triggered on June 28, 1914, when 
Francis Ferdinand, archduke of the Hapsburg imperial dynasty, was assassinated 
in Sarajevo, Serbia. One month later, on July 28, the Austro-Hungarian Empire 
declared war on Serbia and, in rapid succession, numerous countries followed 
suit, turning the regional con� ict into a world war.1 Before the war ended, over 
� � y-nine million men had been mobilized, and tens of millions of soldiers and ci-
vilians had died.2 � is essay considers the increasing role that President Joseph F. 
Smith played in supporting the American war e� ort, with an emphasis on his 
selection of three La� er-day Saint chaplains and their wartime service.

� e United States declared its neutrality on August 4, 1914, and during the 
next three years endured a series of challenges to that position—such as the sink-
ing of the Lusitania in 1915 and the Sussex in 1916, which resulted in the loss 
of hundreds of American lives; the January 1917 Zimmermann telegram, in 
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which Germany proposed an alliance with Mexico against the United States; and 
Germany’s January 1917 declaration that it would conduct unrestricted subma-
rine warfare on the open seas.3 In 1916, Woodrow Wilson won reelection as presi-
dent based in large measure on the fact that “he kept us out of war.”4 America’s 
neutrality ended on April 6, 1917, when the United States declared war on 
Germany. As the La�er-day Saint historian Elder B. H. Roberts wrote, “�e high 
plane on which the United States entered the war made it easy for even the saints 
to sustain the relationship of service to it without violence to their consciences.”5

�e nation widely accepted support for the war as a patriotic duty.

Joseph F. Smith’s Wartime Leadership
Church President Joseph F. Smith set the tone and led the way in formulating the 
Church’s response and reaction to the world war. In a general conference address 
on October 5, 1914, a few months a�er the beginning of the war, President Smith 
noted reluctantly that in the world, “nations are arrayed against nations. . . . Each 
[nation] is praying to his God for wrath upon and victory over his enemies. . . . 
God has [not] designed or willed that war [should] come among the people of the 
world, that the nations of the world should be divided against each other in war.”6

While a proponent of peace, President Smith was not a paci�st. Speaking of 
patriotism and individual responsibility, he taught that “a good La�er-day Saint 
is a good citizen in every way.”7 He believed “patriotism should be sought for and 
will be found in right living, not in high sounding phrases or words. True patrio-
tism is part of the solemn obligation that belongs both to the nation and to the in-
dividual and to the home. Our nation’s reputation should be guarded as sacredly 
as our family’s good name. �at reputation should be defended by every citizen.”8

�e Church withdrew American missionaries from Europe as an early con-
sequence of the war.9 By the October 1914 general conference, President Smith 
told Church members that “every precaution has been taken that could be taken 
for the protection of our elders in those foreign missions where war exists. In 
Germany, France, Austria, and portions of other countries so dreadfully involved 
in war, our elders have all been invited to withdraw, to come away from those 
parts of the country, and so far as we know our German missionaries have largely 
and almost entirely withdrawn from that country, and also from France.”10

In April 1915, President Smith reported that “the Church of Jesus Christ of 
La�er-day Saints is at peace with itself, and it is at peace with all the world. We 
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have no spirit of war in our hearts. . . . I am glad that we have kept out of war so far, 
and I hope and pray that we may not be under the necessity of sending our sons 
to war, or experience as a nation the distress, the anguish and sorrow that come 
from a condition such as exists upon the old continent. Oh God, have mercy upon 
thy poor children in Europe, and throughout the world, who are brought under 
the awful conditions that exist there because of the ambition and pride of men.”11

But as the war in Europe continued into 1916, President Smith’s public a�itude 
was clearly shi�ing. �e following October he said bluntly, “I do not want war; 
but the Lord has said it shall be poured out upon all nations, and if we escape, it 
will be ‘by the skin of our teeth.’ I would rather the oppressors should be killed, 
or destroyed, than to allow the oppressors to kill the innocent.”12

President Smith was kept apprised of America’s movement toward a declara-
tion of war by United States senator and Apostle Reed Smoot. �e day a�er war 
was declared, Smoot wrote to President Smith and shared an experience that oc-
curred on April 4, 1917, on the �oor of the Senate as that body debated a resolution 
to declare war:

I had my notes prepared to speak in favor of the resolution, but before asking 

recognition late in the evening, an impression came to me not to speak but to 

o�er an appeal in the form of a prayer. Just before eleven o’clock I obtained 

recognition from the Vice President, the galleries were packed, I waited until 

you could hear a pin drop in the Chamber, and then said, “Mr. President, I rise 

to make this simple but earnest appeal: God bless and approve the action to be 

taken by the Senate this day. Oh, Father, preserve our government and hasten the 

day when liberty will be enjoyed by all the peoples of the earth.” I do not believe 

that there has ever been a statement made to the Senate that had such an e�ect 

as this prayer had upon not only the Senators but everyone in the galleries. No 

further remarks were made on the resolution, and the vote was taken upon it.13

Although President Smith was “slow at �rst to recognize that the hour had 
struck for the United States to drop the neutral a�itude and enter the World War 
on the side of the allies,”14 he quickly joined with President Wilson and Congress 
in supporting the war. During the April 1917 general conference, which was held 
during the same week that the United States declared war on Germany, President 
Smith declared, “Let the soldiers that go out from Utah be and remain men of 
honor. And when they are called obey the call, and manfully meet the duty, the 
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dangers, or the labor, that may be required of them, or that they may be set to do; 
but do it with an eye single to the accomplishment of the good that is aimed to be 

In 1918, Church leaders authorized the publication of this pamphlet, which docu-
mented Utah’s active support of the war. Courtesy of Kenneth L. Alford.
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accomplished, and not with the blood-thirsty desire to kill and to destroy.”15 As 
the United States changed from a peacetime to wartime footing, President Smith 
could agree with President Wilson when he said, “We have no sel�sh ends to serve. 
We desire no conquest, no dominion. . . . We are but one of the champions of the 
rights of mankind. We shall be satis�ed when those rights have been made as se-
cure as the faith and the freedom of the nations can make them.”16

President Smith took a direct role in supporting the American war e�ort. 
�rough a common consent vote during the October 1917 general conference, the 
Church (which itself had only recently paid o� its debts and become solvent) au-
thorized President Smith, as the trustee-in-trust, to purchase $150,000 in Liberty 
Bonds with Church funds. Six months later, in April 1918, President Smith pro-
posed that the Church purchase another $250,000 in Liberty Loan Bonds, and his 
proposal was unanimously approved by conference a�endees. Following the vote, 
President Smith said, “�is Country gave us the right in its Constitution to believe 
religiously according to the dictates of our own conscience, and it is only right that 
we should stand by the Nation with our wealth in money, resources and spirit.”17

Between 1917 and 1919, the Church purchased a total of $850,000 in Liberty 
Bonds (about ��een million dollars today), demonstrating that Joseph F. Smith 
meant what he said in April 1918: “�ere isn’t a feeling in my soul nor in any �bre 
of my being that is disloyal to the Government of the United States.”18

With President Smith’s approval and encouragement, the Church took sev-
eral other actions to support the war. �e Relief Society gave more than 100,000 
bushels of wheat, 42,000 quarts of canned fruit and jelly, and over sixteen tons 
of fruit and vegetables to the United States Food Administration.19 With Church 
assistance, the Salt Lake City Red Cross prepared 250 million medical dressings 
for local and army hospitals.20 President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclama-
tion, sustained by the First Presidency, calling for Sunday, June 17, 1917, to be 
observed as Red Cross Sunday. Bishops and branch presidents across the United 
States were encouraged to “provide speakers, music and other exercises in har-
mony with the spirit of the occasion, the duty of the hour, and the lo�y object of 
the cause.” Over eight hundred wards participated.21 With the support of state 
and Church leaders, “Utah did her part in the great war to the last man called and 
the last dollar required of her.”22

In 1917, almost two-thirds of Utah’s population consisted of La�er-day 
Saints. Utah’s response to military recruiting and war bond drives re�ected 
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Joseph F. Smith (1838–1918), pictured here with one of his wives, Edna, supported 
the cause of peace and hoped that the United States would be able to remain neutral, 
but he became an ardent supporter of the American war e�ort a�er war was o�-
cially declared on April 6, 1917. Courtesy of Utah State Historical Society.
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directly upon the Church. Utah received initial enlistment quotas for 872 men. 
With the approval and encouragement of President Joseph F. Smith, almost �ve 
thousand men responded during 1917. In 1918 nearly twenty thousand addi-
tional Utah men volunteered to serve in the army, navy, and marines. By the 
end of the war, over 5 percent of Utah’s population was serving in the military.23

La�er-day Saint Chaplains
One meaningful way to support both the nation and the soldiers who served was to 
provide chaplains for active duty military units.24 General John J. Pershing, com-
mander of the American Expeditionary Force, was quoted as saying that military 
chaplains “are very important in�uences in the highest e�ciency of the army. �e 
men need them for all kinds of help. �ey sustain the men especially at the most 
critical times.”25 �e First World War was the �rst time that the United States 
military invited the Church to directly select active duty La�er-day Saint military 
chaplains, a practice that continues to this day.

Only one La�er-day Saint chaplain had served on active federal military duty 
prior to World War I. Elias S. Kimball, a younger brother of Elder J. Golden Kimball, 
was serving as president of the Southern States Mission when the Spanish-American 
War began. On June 14, 1898, Kimball received a le�er from the First Presidency 
notifying him that the “Presidency had been invited by Col. Willard Young of the 
2nd Regiment Volunteer Engineers to name the Chaplain for his regiment, and the 
question was considered at to-day’s meeting. It was unanimously decided to rec-
ommend you for that position, and Col. Young was informed of this by telegram 
to-day. He is at present at Washington, D.C., and you are requested to report by 
le�er to him, care of Senator F. J. Cannon, if you feel to accept of the appointment.” 
Colonel Young could have selected his own chaplain, but he deferred to the First 
Presidency. President Kimball had mixed feelings regarding the request, con�d-
ing to his diary that “in the vernacular of the street, this is what would be called a 
‘corker.’”26 �e following day he wrote the First Presidency that he “would accept of 
the position of Chaplain”; he served in Cuba with great dedication.27

During the Church’s October 1918 general conference, David A. Smith, a 
member of the Presiding Bishopric, noted that the Church had “nearly ��een 
thousand of our young men” in the army and navy of the United States and ob-
served that the Church had received only three chaplain positions. “According to 
the ruling of the government,’ he said, “we should be entitled to the appointment 
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of others.”28 In June 1919, President Heber J. Grant suggested that the Church 
should have been “entitled to twenty chaplains.”29

With only three chaplain positions to �ll, President Joseph  F. Smith and 
other senior Church leaders wanted to ensure that each appointee would repre-
sent the Church well. �e three chaplains selected—Calvin S. Smith, Herbert B. 
Maw, and Brigham H. (B. H.) Roberts—each had a unique relationship with 
the Church’s First Presidency. Calvin Smith was one of Joseph F. Smith’s sons. 
Herbert Maw’s father was close friends with the brother of Charles W. Penrose, a 
counselor in the First Presidency. And B. H. Roberts served as a Church General 
Authority (one of the seven presidents in the First Council of the Seventy) and 
knew the First Presidency well. A brief summary of the service of these three 
La�er-day Saint chaplains follows.

Calvin Schwartz Smith
�e second child of Joseph F. Smith’s last wife (Mary Taylor Schwartz), Calvin S. 
Smith (May 29, 1890–June 15, 1966) was one of six sons of the prophet who served 
in the military during World War I.30 Chaplain Smith was called in February 1918 
to serve as an active duty army chaplain for the Ninety-First Infantry Division. 
He de�ned his assignment as serving as an “at-large” chaplain, meaning he was to 
“look a�er the [approximately 1,800] members of the LDS Church in the division 
as a whole.” (A World War I division contained up to 28,000 men.) Regarding his 
call, he said, “If I’d have had my own choice of a position in the Army, it wouldn’t 
have been chaplain.” He was concerned that he “had no training whatever” and 
“didn’t know what was expected of a chaplain,” but his father had faith in his abil-
ity to serve.31 A�er initial training in the United States, his division landed in 
France on July 22, 1918.32

Few people owe their life to a can of beef, but Chaplain Smith did. In 
September 1918, allied armed forces moved to occupy a position recently evac-
uated by German soldiers. A�er passing a graveyard for German soldiers, he 
walked into a nearby �eld and suddenly “became aware of the fact that some-
body was shooting at [him].” He “�a�ened out on the ground” and waited while 
the enemy “shot two or three times and then quit.” �at evening at dinner, he 
discovered that a bullet had “gone through the top of the can” of beef he carried 
in his mess kit and “part way out of the back.” As he started to eat, he reported, 
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“I nearly cracked my teeth because it was dark when . . . I bit down on the bullet. 
It was in the mess kit. It saved me from being wounded in the back.”33

Chaplain Smith’s �nal wartime le�er to his father, President Joseph  F. 
Smith, was wri�en in France on November 15, 1918, four days a�er the armistice. 
In it, he shared several of his combat experiences. He wrote that he ministered to 
La�er-day Saint soldiers in the 346th Machine Gun Ba�alion, joined a medical 
detachment and “tried to be generally useful.” At one point, he “put on a French 
uniform and helped the intelligence o�cer of the 362nd infantry [regiment] map 
out the trails which were to be cut through the forest to the front line trenches,” 
and survived an aerial bombardment when a dud bomb dropped a few feet from 
him. Finding himself at the front lines, he “went over the top” with his unit to at-
tack the enemy. Serving as part of a medical unit, Chaplain Smith said, “I went out 
with stretcher-bearers to �nd wounded. . . . [We] worked till nearly exhausted. . . . 
We tried to sleep, [but] we nearly froze.” During the same o�ensive, the Germans 
launched a systematic artillery barrage on his location—shells “fell every dozen 
feet, and soon there were many cries for help. One shell lighted within a dozen 
feet . . . as I lay in the hole.” Suddenly, he “felt as if someone had lashed [him] with 
a whip and blood began to run down [his] trousers.” He recognized that he had 
been wounded. Although injured, he “got up many times during the night to help 
carry wounded [soldiers] to the automobiles.” His colonel recommended him for 
a promotion, but, as he informed his father, “A chaplain serves seven years as a 
�rst lieutenant and then is automatically promoted,” which led him to believe 
(correctly, as it turned out) that “this recommendation may never be acted on.”34

A few days later, his unit again marched to the front and was ordered into action 
at Ypres, where he was wounded again, this time in his right arm.

In his le�er home, he acknowledged the armistice and wrote, “I am happy to 
say that peace seems to have come. . . . I felt happy to be alive and safe. . . . I hope I 
come home from this war more of a man than I went into it. If I don’t I’ll feel that 
I have not played my part.” President Joseph F. Smith never had the opportunity 
to read his son’s last le�er; the prophet died November 19, 1918, just four days 
a�er the le�er was wri�en.35

�e book Utah in the World War, a 1924 history of Utah’s participation in 
World War I, observed that in the 362nd Infantry “there was no more popular 
man in the division than the chaplain, who never considered personal risk when 
he could serve his comrades.”36
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Herbert Brown Maw
In 1916, prior to the American declaration of war, Herbert Maw (March 11, 1893–
November 17, 1990) enjoyed a busy life as an aspiring lawyer and teacher at LDS 
High School in Salt Lake City. In July 1917, shortly a�er the United States de-
clared war on Germany, he enlisted in the Army Air Service and was accepted 
for pilot training.37 He graduated from ground school and found �ying to be “a 
thrilling experience.”38

Maw soon learned that “life .  .  . had other plans for [him] which did not in-
clude becoming a pilot in the army.” His military service changed in a dramatic 
way when he received a long-distance telephone call in March 1918 from President 
Charles W. Penrose, one of Joseph  F. Smith’s counselors in the Church’s First 
Presidency. President Penrose informed Maw that “the U.S. Army had authorized 
the appointment of three Mormon Chaplains to serve for the duration of the war; 
that they were to be selected by the First Presidency of the Church; and that this 
was the �rst time the Church had ever received such recognition from the military 
forces of our country.” President Penrose noti�ed Maw that he was to be one of 
the three chaplains. “I was �abbergasted! I thought at �rst that someone was kid-
ding me, for I could not conceive of my being called by the First Presidency to such 

Chaplain Calvin Smith wrote to his father, President Joseph F. Smith, to share some 
of his war experiences just four days a�er the Armistice ending the war was signed 
in this railroad car on November 11, 1918; President Smith died before the le�er 
reached Salt Lake City. Courtesy of Library of Congress.
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an assignment,” Maw later re�ected. “�e 
conversation,” Maw recalled, “ended with 
my reluctantly accepting the call even 
though I much preferred continuing my 
training as a pilot.” As their telephone con-
versation concluded, President Penrose 
invited Maw to visit him the next time he 
was in Salt Lake City.39

Newly commissioned as a �rst lieu-
tenant, Chaplain Maw was assigned as a 
chaplain with the Eighty-Ninth Infantry 
Division stationed at Camp Funston, 
Kansas. A few weeks later, Maw found 
himself in Salt Lake City on furlough. 
Summoning his courage, he decided to 
visit Church headquarters to take advan-
tage of President Penrose’s invitation. 
When Maw asked “if there were any spe-
cial instructions as to [his] o�cial du-

ties,” President Penrose told him to “be a good example to the soldiers.” He then 
took Chaplain Maw to the o�ce of President Joseph F. Smith, where he also met 
President Smith’s �rst counselor, Anthon H. Lund. �e First Presidency asked 
Chaplain Maw if he would like to receive a priesthood blessing. Maw said, “Of 
course I did, so they all arose and placed their hands on my head as I sat in my 
chair.” During the blessing, he was promised “every protection, guidance, and 
inspiration that a representative of the Church of Jesus Christ should have in a 
war”—a blessing that was soon ful�lled in combat.40

Chaplain Maw quickly learned that his division had very few La�er-day 
Saint soldiers but did contain numerous members of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of La�er Day Saints from Missouri who were not very excited, ini-
tially, about being assigned a Mormon chaplain. �rough continued patience and 
service, he “gained the con�dence of the men and a wholesome religious spirit” 
developed. He ministered to soldiers at the front and was “exposed . . . to almost 
continuous enemy �re.”41

First Presidency (�om le�: 
Anthon H. Lund, Joseph F. Smith, 
and Charles W. Penrose), circa 
1911–12. President Penrose invited 
Herbert B. Maw (1893–1990), newly 
called to serve as an army chaplain, 
to meet with the First Presidency in 
1918. © Intellectual Reserve, Inc.
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Chaplain Herbert B. Maw served as the governor of Utah �om 1941 to 1949. Cour-
tesy of Utah State Historical Society.
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On one occasion near Metz, France, he accompanied a balloonist alo� to 
observe and report on the e�ectiveness of an artillery barrage. A�er ascending 
to two thousand feet, they found themselves being a�acked by an enemy air-
plane. �e balloon was at risk of exploding, so both the observer and Chaplain 
Maw were forced to jump from the balloon and parachute to the ground. Noting 
that he had never jumped from a plane or balloon before, Maw commented 
wryly that events like that “added a considerable amount of interest and excite-
ment to the routines of army life.”42

Chaplain Maw later observed that “scores of times at the front, that pro-
nouncement of protection, guidance, and inspiration [from the First Presidency] 
was ful�lled during months which followed, for I was repeatedly prompted to 
move from places of danger which would have resulted in disaster for me if I had 
not heeded those promptings.”43 He was mustered out of the service in June 1919.44

In 1940 he was elected as the eighth governor of Utah and served with distinction; 
his reelection in 1944 remains the closest gubernatorial election in Utah history.

Brigham Henry Roberts
In the October 1914 general conference, Elder B. H. Roberts (March 13, 1857–
September 27, 1933) described the developing world war as “inevitable.”45 When 
Utah launched a military recruitment e�ort, Governor Simon Bamberger ap-
pointed Roberts chaplain (and captain) of the First Utah Light Field Artillery 
(which was soon renamed the 145th Field Artillery Regiment). �e governor 
shortly therea�er promoted Roberts to major.46 According to a general or-
der from March 1917, the unit included “B. H. Roberts appointed Major and 
Chaplain on [the] Governor’s Sta�.”47 To assist with Utah’s recruiting e�orts, 
Elder Roberts traveled around the state giving speeches encouraging young 
men to enlist. In fact, he spoke at a recruiting rally in Manti on the day that war 
was declared.48 During a March 1917 rally in Ogden, Major Roberts said, “I want 
to tell the fathers and mothers of Utah that if their sons go to the trenches I will 
go with them.” �e audience reportedly cheered for three straight minutes.49

Although he was past sixty years of age, B. H. Roberts asked to serve as the 
unit’s active duty chaplain. Not surprisingly, his initial request was rejected. He 
turned to Senator Reed Smoot of Utah to help obtain a chaplain’s commission, 
telling him, “You must get me in!” Senator Smoot’s appeal on Roberts’s behalf 
was successful, but it came with two stipulations. First, Roberts must enter 
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active duty several ranks lower as a lieutenant—the standard active duty rank 
for new chaplains—and second, he had to complete the standard chaplain’s of-
�cer training program before he could join his unit. Elder Roberts promptly 
agreed to both conditions.50

Chaplain Roberts, now a lieutenant, and the 145th Field Artillery Regiment—
“distinctively a Utah organization”—were mustered into service on August 5, 
1917 when the Utah National Guard o�cially became part of the National Army.51

Chaplain Roberts later wrote that with almost ��een hundred La�er-day Saint 
soldiers, “one unique thing about this Utah regiment was that it was so nearly re-
cruited from one religious body . . . that the 145th F.A. [Field Artillery] (1st Utah) 
came nearly to being a ‘Mormon’ regiment.”52

Chaplain Roberts’s unit was sent to Camp Kearny near San Diego. He re-
ported to O�cer and Chaplains School at Camp Zachary Taylor near Louisville, 

Although over sixty years old, Elder B. H. Roberts served during World War I as an 
active duty chaplain for the 145th Field Artillery Regiment �om Utah, 1918.
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Utah’s Governor Simon Bamberger appointed Elder B. H. Roberts as a chaplain. 
Courtesy of Utah State Historical Society.
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Kentucky, in April 1918.53 �e commandant o�ered to ease his program require-
ments, but Chaplain Roberts answered, “No, sir; I came here to take the full 
course.”54 He completed the entire training program—all of the course work, 
obstacle courses, marches, bivouacking, marksmanship, and physical �tness ac-
tivities—without receiving any waivers. A�er successfully completing the course, 
he commented, “It was the most strenuous and anxious six weeks within my ex-
perience.”55 When Roberts returned to Camp Kearny in June, his unit was away 
on a road march. He was o�ered a car to visit them, but “he chose instead a spir-
ited horse. . . . As he approached the regiment, he kept out of sight until he was at 
the head of the column. �en he galloped into view, reining his horse high on its 
haunches and li�ing his hat to sweep the sky in a symbolic gesture that electri�ed 
the men.”56 �e Salt Lake Tribune reported that “from every throat” of the sixteen 
hundred men in his regiment “there arose a mighty cheer. Discipline relaxed and 
there was a waving of arms and a tumult of shouting. . . . To these men, their chap-
lain was a heroic �gure of a man, nothing less.”57 According to historian Truman G. 
Madsen, “then the chaplain le� his mount, shouldered the standard sixty-pound 
pack, and joined his men in the hike on equal terms.”58

In July, as the 145th Field Artillery Regiment was traveling from California to 
New York bound for Europe, they stopped in Salt Lake City. Chaplain Roberts ar-
ranged for the unit band to serenade President Joseph F. Smith at his residence, the 
Beehive House. President Smith watched from the window and invited Roberts 
to join him on the balcony, where “President Smith gave the men a kindly recep-
tion and reminisced in a touching manner about his associations with Chaplain 
Roberts.”59 Chaplain Roberts’s regiment traveled to France and was sent to Camp 
DeSouge for training. �ey were ordered to the front on November 9, 1918, but the 
armistice was signed two days later; the war ended before they saw any combat.60

Perhaps the best known experience from Chaplain Roberts’s military career 
occurred during an interdenominational worship service on �anksgiving Day 
in 1918. Si�ing at the rear of the review stand, Chaplain Roberts had not been 
invited to participate in the program. During the service he was surprised to hear 
the presiding chaplain announce, “Elder Roberts, the Mormon chaplain from 
Utah, will now step up and read the �anksgiving Psalm”—a scriptural refer-
ence he did not know. Several “years later, he testi�ed that during the long walk 
to the front, he distinctly heard an audible voice announce: ‘�e 100th Psalm.’ 
It was as clear as though another person had spoken at his side.” He reached the 
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podium, opened his Bible, and read the 100th Psalm. “A�er Brother Roberts had 
closed his Bible and was returning to his seat, he noticed that his fellow chaplains 
refused to look at him; their eyes were immovably �xed on the �oor. It was then 
he realized that his part on the program had been a deliberate a�empt to embar-
rass him, the Church and the priesthood.”61

�e History of the 145th Field Artillery Regiment records that Chaplain Roberts 
“was a �ne chap and well liked by all, regardless of religion.”62 Unlike the wartime 
experiences of Chaplains Smith and Maw, Chaplain Roberts’s unit never saw any 
action or lost a man.63 He le� the military in January 1919 and returned to Church 
service as a General Authority.64

During the June 1919 general conference, which had been postponed from 
April because of the Spanish �u epidemic and was the �rst conference a�er the 
armistice, President Heber J. Grant, newly sustained to replace Joseph F. Smith 
as Church President, commented on Elder Roberts’s military service. “We are 
grateful to Brother B. H. Roberts, who also volunteered, notwithstanding he 
was beyond the age limit, and did splendid service in looking a�er our boys, as 
chaplain,” he said. “He gained their love and their con�dence and had an excel-
lent in�uence over them for good.”65

�is Christmas postcard was produced by Chaplain B. H. Roberts’s unit, the 145th 
Field Artillery Regiment, in France the month a�er the war ended. Courtesy of 
Kenneth L. Alford.
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Summary
President Joseph  F. Smith was deeply a�ected by World War I. While he was 
initially reticent to have the United States �ght in Europe, he actively supported 
the nation’s cause a�er war was declared. As Anthony V. Ivins (who served as a 
counselor to Heber J. Grant in the Church’s First Presidency) noted, beginning in 
1917 “the Church [was] brought into direct contact for the �rst time with a great 
world war. . . . Never before [had] the e�ect of war been so universally felt and the 
people put to a similar test.”66 During the Church’s April 1920 general confer-
ence, President Grant read selections from speeches made in the United States 
Senate. Quoting Utah Senator Reed Smoot, President Grant read, “No one can 
examine the record made by [La�er-day Saints] during the World War without 
coming to the conclusion that no more loyal people live on this earth. No call was 
made upon them without an immediate response, and not only for the amount 
asked for but for nearly double the amount in most every case.”67

In his father’s biography, Church President Joseph Fielding Smith wrote that 
Joseph  F. Smith “regre�ed the outbreak of war, and the necessity of the United 
States entering the con�ict, yet he encouraged the members of the Church in the 
United States to be loyal to their country, feeling that their cause was just and would 
eventually prevail.”68 President Smith lived long enough to learn that an armistice 
ending the war was signed on November 11, 1918, but he died just eight days later.

In outlining Utah’s role during the First World War, historian Noble Warrum 
observed that President Joseph F. Smith “placed at the service of his country the 
most e�cient non-military organization in the United States [�e Church of Jesus 
Christ of La�er-day Saints].”69 �e service rendered by President Smith included 
calling three faithful La�er-day Saint chaplains who served on active duty during 
the war with honor and distinction. �ey set a high standard for the La�er-day 
Saint chaplains who have followed them during the past century.
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