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In 1966, Aubrey Singer, a producer for the British 
Broadcasting System, conceived an idea of bringing 
together creative individuals, artists, and unique 

events from nineteen different nations to appear on a 
live global television link. Such an event, at least from 
a technological standpoint, would hardly draw any at-
tention today. But in 1967, an event like this had never 
been attempted before. Singer’s dream became a re-
ality on June 25, when the largest television audience 
at that time, estimated to be over 400 million people 
in twenty-five countries, watched musicians, leaders, 
artists, and iconic images live via satellite. Even after 
forty years, the program is still listed as one of the most 
watched television events in history. 
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The most memorable event of the broadcast 
turned out to be a musical number commissioned by 
the British Broadcasting Corporation for the United 
Kingdom’s contribution. The BBC hoped that a song 
could be written that everyone could easily understand. 
They turned to John Lennon and Paul McCartney of 
the Beatles, who wrote a simple song with the phrases 
“all you need is love” and “love is all you need” repeated 
fifty-one times throughout the lyrics. To make the 
message even easier to understand, they composed a 
chorus (repeated twice) that chants the word “love” nine 
times in succession. Brian Epstein, the Beatles’ manager 
at the time, said, “The nice thing about it is that it cannot 
be misinterpreted.”1 

A recent response to a posting by a student on 
a popular website asking for help with homework, 
however, may prove Mr. Epstein’s statement wrong. 
The student posted, “I am doing my homework, and we 
have to write 10 reasons why love is so misunderstood.” 
Among the many, many answers given, a person 
responded, “The main reason love is misunderstood is 
people misunderstand it.” While this response doesn’t 
move the needle on the meter for higher critical 
thinking and reasoning, it does demonstrate that love, 
even when presented in simple ways, is more often than 
not misunderstood and misinterpreted. 

Such misunderstanding shouldn’t be that surprising. 
After all, the very language we use to create clarity 
is dependent on our ability to accurately decipher 
words, understand context, and combine words and 
meanings appropriately. This is not easy. For example, 
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it is perfectly acceptable for one person to claim to be 
“in love” with another. When I was a child, if someone 
said, “I love Lisa,” it was not uncommon for other chil
dren to respond, “Then why don’t you marry her?” and 
then giggle to their hearts’ delight. But one could use 
the same word, in the same phrase, but speak about 
a place, idea, or thing. Thus one might say, “I love ice 

Sixties rock band The Beatles wave to fans after arriving at Kennedy Airport in New York, 

1964. Members John Lennon (far left) and Paul McCartney (second from left) wrote the 

song “All You Need Is Love.” United Press International, photographer unknown; cour-

tesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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cream.” And others might still respond with, “Then why 
don’t you marry it?” While such a response is absurd, 
it is technically permissible because of the acceptably 
loose use of the word. Some may turn to a dictionary to 
avoid such awkward miscommunications, but they find 
that the word love is defined as an intense feeling, deep 
affection, a romantic feeling, sexual attraction, or even 
sexual behavior. The point here is that our language 
allows for misunderstanding and misinterpretation, 
making it our responsibility to decipher, contextualize, 
and apply expressions accurately. We cannot take a word 
at face value—especially when it comes to the word love. 

When it comes to understanding the meaning of 
love, Elder Marvin J. Ashton cautioned, “Too often expe

diency, infatuation, stimula
tion, persuasion, or lust are 
mistaken for love.” Sadly, the 
world may readily embrace 
these types of misstated 
ideas and concepts as love, 
and, as a result, they tend 
to be disappointed and dis
illusioned with the outcome. 
Elder Ashton points out, 
“How hollow, how empty if 
our love is no deeper than the 
arousal of momentary feeling 

or the expression in words of what is no more lasting 
than the time it takes to speak them.”2 

After saying that the Beatles’ new song couldn’t be 
misinterpreted, Mr. Epstein went on to say that the song 

Love typically spoken of  

in the world is potentially 

dangerous not because  

it is mistaken or bad, but  

because it most often  

presents only a part of  

love’s real meaning.
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“is a clear message saying 
that love is everything.”3 
At face value, it is easy 
to embrace Mr. Epstein’s 
assessment; for intuitively, 
it sounds right, seems 
right, and even feels right. 
In 1969, however, just 
two years after “All You 
Need is Love” reached the 
top of the music charts 
and during a time when 
antiwar slogans evoking 
the name of love were 
widely used, President 
Gordon B. Hinckley cau
tioned that there are those 
who “clamor for love as 
the solution to the world’s 
problems.” He then warned, “Their expression may 
sound genuine, but their coin is counterfeit. Too often 
the love of which they speak is at best only hollow 
mummery.”4 President Hinckley’s comments are vital 
because he was pointing out something very different 
than love being mistaken for some other feeling, action, 
or idea. A counterfeit is an imitation or forgery of the 
real thing, and mummery means to mutter, murmur, 
or act in mime. It is important to consider that mut
tering, murmuring, and miming are tools used to 
express something while purposefully holding back full 
intent or meaning. Thus President Hinckley’s insightful 

Gordon B. Hinckley, photo by Jed A. Clark.  

© by Intellectual Reserve, Inc.
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description of this type of love being mummery helps 
us see that the love typically spoken of in the world is 
potentially dangerous not because it is mistaken or 
bad, but because it most often presents only a part of 
love’s real meaning. As such, this prohibits us from 
understanding the authentic nature of love. You see, 
most uses of the word love focus on traits or parts of love 
but fail to speak about the real thing—the total package. 
This, as President Hinckley astutely points out, makes 
love counterfeit and mummery. 

With all this in mind, it is imperative to consider the 
essence of love—in its authentic, genuine form. If we 
accept a diluted form of love or embrace a counterfeit, 
we forfeit the full understanding and full rewards predi
cated upon real love (see D&C 130:20). John emphasizes 
this very point as he writes, “And these things write we 
unto you, that your joy may be full” (1 John 1:4). Full, in 
this context, is used to translate the Greek word pleroo, 
meaning “replete, or finished.” In some interpretations, 
pleroo is described as a “filler” that rounds out imper
fections or dents or makes something complete. This is 
important to understand, for the love we are speaking 
of here is a full measure of love and the only means 
whereby our joy may be made complete or full. 

President Hinckley taught that the full essence of love 
is like the polar star. He said: “In a changing world, it is a 
constant. It is of the very essence of the gospel. It is the 
security of the home. It is the safeguard of community 
life. It is a beacon of hope in a world of distress.”5 When 
seeking this type of love, we must understand that 
the night sky is filled with a myriad of unfixed stars—
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Harry Anderson, Christ with the Children. © by Intellectual Reserve, Inc.
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counterfeit polar stars—each fawning for our attention 
as if it were the sure guiding light. These counterfeits can 
provide some measure of illumination and guidance, 
but only one star provides the constant answer for an 
ever-changing world. The scriptures tell us that the full 
essence of love “suffereth long, and is kind, and envieth 
not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth not in iniquity 
but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things” (Moroni 
7:45). So important is this authentic form of love that 
those who are not found possessing it in the last day 
are “nothing” (Moroni 7:44). Love in its fullest sense 
is free from the world’s dilutions and wickedness and, 
as President Hinckley described, “savors of the sweet, 
all-encompassing love of Christ.”6 No wonder Moroni 
called this love “the pure love of Christ” (Moroni 7:47). 

what is love?

Those who would like to learn about the Savior’s love 
begin with a willingness to consider that the scriptural 
essence of love might be something very different from 
what they are either used to hearing or have come to 
expect. If one approaches learning about the Savior’s 
love with a casual, self-satisfied attitude, only varying 
portions of the fulness can be realized. This is not to 
say that we are incapable of loving or that the love of 
the Savior is beyond our grasp, but merely that truly 
understanding the love of the Savior is profoundly sim
ple and untainted by humankind’s ways. The teachings 
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that help us understand Christ’s love are not wrought 
with distractions or pomp of their own, and therein lies 
the danger. With such a clean and simple approach to 
love, even Saints are tempted to spruce it up a bit, add 
our own agendas, become satisfied with a status quo 
vision, or allow the views of the world to define our 
understanding. When properly understood, however, 
the love of the Savior provides direction for all mankind. 
The scriptures and prophetic teachings accurately frame 
the love of God and the Savior. 

“god is love” 

The scriptures invite us to “love one another” (John 
13:35; 15:12; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:11). Most of us have ac
cepted this invitation at one time or another in our lives 
and have loved someone (or at least something). Godly 
love, however, does not mesh with traditional concepts. 
The fulness of love is considerably narrow in comparison 
to the world’s concept of love. “Love one another,” John 
wrote, “for love is of God” (1 John 4:7). The scriptures 
connect the fulness of love not with casual emotions, 
affection, or even passion, but with God. To ensure that 
he was not misunderstood, John taught in the simplest 
of terms that “God is love” (1 John 4:8, 16). This means 
that if one desires true love, one must understand God.

Some may become nervous using God and Jesus 
Christ as the standard and definition of love. They may 
think such a standard is too restrictive or unrealistic. 
Some may feel that if God defines love, then romance 
will be replaced with benevolence or brotherly love. But 



Our Savior’s Love

56

when we understand John’s teaching of love correctly, 
romantic love, brotherly love, and benevolence can 
be appropriate under God’s divine guidance.7 The 
Savior’s love will, however, exclude feelings, actions, 
and motives that are contrary to his law. That filters out 
the misconceptions of love, leaving only a “pure” love 
(Moroni 7:47). To those who feel that “God is love” is an 
unrealistic standard, I offer President Henry B. Eyring’s 
advice: “You need not fear that using God as your 
standard will overwhelm you. On the contrary—God 
asks only that we approach him humbly, as a child.”8 As 
we raise our standards to meet those of God and Jesus 
Christ, we not only begin to act like them but become 
more like them as well.

“we love him, because he first loved us” 

Another important consideration in understanding 
the Savior’s love is the statement that “herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us” (1  John 
4:10). Although love is intended to eventually become 
a reciprocal relationship, we must understand that the 
love of God is not contingent upon our love for him; 
love begins with God, not with us. John explained that 
“we love him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 
Rather than considering these statements as a reason for 
us to love God, we can see that John’s point is that love 
begins with God. Thus his love is what allows us to love 
not only him but everything.
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“he that dwelleth in love  

dwelleth in god” 

The scriptures make it clear that “he that dwelleth 
in love dwelleth in God, and God in him” (1 John 4:16). 
Because the love of God is the genesis of our ability to 
truly love, if we remove God for any reason, we forfeit 
our ability to practice love in its fullest sense. For 
example, John taught that “if any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15). This 
is not to say that if one indulges in worldliness God will 
no longer love him or her. C. S. Lewis emphasized that 
“the great thing to remember is that, though our feelings 
come and go, His [God’s] love for us does not. It is not 
wearied by our sins, or our indifference.”9

Although God will always love us, John emphasized 
that our love of the world limits the degree to which 
God’s Spirit is manifest in our lives. How we embrace 
the world, whether with unabashed acceptance or 
with flirtatious encounters with its subtleties, creates 
a boundary between God and us. James, author of 
the Epistle of James, queried, “Know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God?” He 
concluded, “Whosoever therefore will be a friend of 
the world is the enemy of God” (James 4:4). When we 
entertain that which removes God from our lives, it is 
not his love for us that decreases but the presence of his 
Spirit that diminishes (see D&C 121:37). Although God 
still loves us, our understanding and ability to truly love 
is forfeited because of the loss of his Spirit. Where God 
is not, love in its fulness cannot be. This forfeiture is not 
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restricted to wicked acts alone but can include using the 
world to define gospel principles. 

“the love of god” 

With the connection between love and God 
established, we can turn our focus to John’s teachings 
about “the love of God” (1 John 3:16). When discussing 
God the Father’s love for us, the scriptures once again 
provide critical commentary: “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son” (John 3:16). 
Here John links God’s love for the world with Jesus 
Christ. Later, John writes, “In this was manifested the 
love of God toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him” (1 John 4:9). According to John, the love of God 
manifest to us is Jesus Christ.

An earlier witness of this concept is found in the Book 
of Mormon. Young Nephi saw a tree, “and the beauty 
thereof was far beyond, yea, exceeding of all beauty; and 
the whiteness thereof did exceed the whiteness of the 
driven snow” (1 Nephi 11:8). When Nephi asked for an 
interpretation of what the tree is, rather than giving an 
immediate answer, a vision of the birth of Jesus Christ 
was opened to him (see 1 Nephi 11:13–20). As the vision 
closed, the angel proclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father!” The angel 
then asked Nephi, “Knowest thou the meaning of the 

Right: Jerry Thompson, Lehi’s Dream. © by Intellectual Reserve, Inc.
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tree which thy father saw?” (1 Nephi 11:21). The angel 
seems to have been checking to see if Nephi grasped 
the relationship between the vision of the Savior and 
his inquiry concerning the interpretation of the tree. 
Immediately, Nephi astutely answered, “Yea, it [the 
tree] is the love of God, which sheddeth itself abroad 
in the hearts of the children of men; wherefore, it is the 
most desirable above all things” (1 Nephi 11:22). Both 
Nephi and John testified that Jesus Christ is the love of 
God made manifest to us.

the father gave all things to the son

Although Christ emphasized “my Father is greater 
than I” (John 14:28), he did not diminish his authoritative 
role in manifesting the Father’s love. John recorded 
Christ’s words as “Father, I will that they also, whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world” (John 
17:24). Christ’s glory was given to him by God because 
of his Father’s love. John further testified that “the 
Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his 
hand” (John 3:35). It was through God’s love that Christ 
became the chosen and authoritative manifestation 
of the Father. John said of Christ’s ministry that “the 
Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that 
himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works 
than these, that ye may marvel” (John 5:20). Christ, 
commissioned of the Father, manifests the fulness of 
the Father to all mankind. Thus Christ is a mediator or 
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a propitiator (see 1 John 4:10). Though a mediator and 
a propitiator are similar, Richard D. Draper explains 
that propitiation goes beyond mediation by uniting two 
parties in friendship.10 It is Christ, therefore, who makes 
it possible for us to receive the fulness of God’s love. John 
emphasized this relationship as he taught, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but 
by me” (John 14:6).

“born of god”

If we expect to obtain 
the fulness of God’s love, we 
must receive it through the 
propitiation of Jesus Christ. 
We are reminded that “love 
is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God” (1  John 4:7). 
To receive and exercise God’s 
love requires us to be “born of God.” To some, being 
born of God is receiving the realization that God is our 
spiritual Father and that we are his spiritual offspring. 
To others, being born of God involves recognizing that 
Jesus Christ is our Savior. It is clear that being “born 
of God,” as spoken in this passage, is more than just 
realizing that our beginnings were with God the Father 
or proclaiming that Jesus Christ is our personal Savior.

As Jesus taught Nicodemus, he emphasized that 
one must be “born again” to see the kingdom of God 

It is clear that being  

“born of God” . . . is more 

than just realizing that  

our beginnings were  

with God the Father  

or proclaiming that  

Jesus Christ is  

our personal Savior.
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(John 3:3). The Prophet Joseph Smith further clarified 
that we “must have a change of heart to see the kingdom 
of God.”11 It was later emphasized that our ability to 
love (“everyone that loveth”) is born of God. It is true 
that our ability to love stems from God, but how is 
the love of God born in us? We may also ponder how 
love relates to changing our hearts and becoming born 
again. Elder Bruce R. McConkie wrote, “To be born 
does not mean to come into existence out of nothing, 
but rather to begin a new type of existence, to live again 
in a changed situation. Birth is the continuation of life 
under different circumstances.”12 Thus, “whosoever 
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God” (1 John 
5:1) or, in other words, must begin a renovation. We 
can no longer remain the same people we once were. 
Those who embrace the gospel of Christ become new 
creatures, born into new situations, new circumstances, 
new expectations, a new way to approach daily 
experiences, and a new way to love. When we believe in 
Christ, we begin a new existence, a life with Christ and 
of Christ. Those who were unable to love in the past can 
be transformed and find love born in them. This type of 
transformation is accomplished only through the love 
of Jesus Christ.

“called the sons of god” 

It is interesting that the scriptures link the love of 
God with not only a symbolic rebirth but a metaphorical 
adoption as well. John taught that the love of God 
necessarily leads to both a rebirth and an adoption. 



The Savior’s Love

63

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us,” John wrote, “that we should be called the sons 
of God” (1 John 3:1). This verse possesses a flavor of won
derment that God’s love is so grand that mere men can 
be called the sons of God. To some it may seem odd that 
John wrote of this event with wonder. John understood 
that we were created by God, thus becoming, as God’s 
creations, his sons and daughters. But John stated that 
God’s love was bestowed upon us so that we should be 
called sons of God.

Other prophets testify of this relationship between 
love, rebirth, and becoming the children of God. The 
prophet Moroni was emphatic about obtaining the love 
of God and thus becoming sons of God. He pleaded 
with those who would hear his message to “pray unto 
the Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may be 
filled with this love [the love of Christ, or charity], which 
he hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of his 
Son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become the sons of God” 
(Moroni 7:48).

Another prophet, King Benjamin, addressed the 
importance of understanding this adoptive process. He 
explained that “because of the covenant which ye have 
made ye shall be called the children of Christ, his sons, 
and his daughters; for behold, this day he hath spiritually 
begotten you; for ye say that your hearts are changed 
through faith on his name; therefore, ye are born of him 
and have become his sons and his daughters. And under 
this head ye are made free, and there is no other head 
whereby ye can be made free” (Mosiah 5:7–8). Benjamin 
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testified that this adoption was made possible because of 
the covenant we made with God.

This adoptive process is an essential part of the 
rebirth. Again we return to Christ’s discourse to 
Nicodemus. After teaching of the necessity of the 
rebirth of the heart, Christ told Nicodemus, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God” (John 3:5). He summarized, “Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). The 
Prophet Joseph Smith, when referring to these passages, 
taught that we must “subscribe [to] the articles of 
adoption to enter therein.”13 The process of being born 
again requires more than acknowledging Christ and his 
mission. It requires even more than a change of heart. It 
requires subscribing to the articles of adoption—making 
covenants. Elder Bruce R. McConkie stated that the sons 
and daughters of Jesus Christ “take upon them his name 
in the waters of baptism and certify anew each time they 
partake of the sacrament that they have so done; or, 
more accurately, in the waters of baptism power is given 
them to become sons of Christ, which eventuates when 
they are in fact born of Spirit and become new creatures 
of the Holy Ghost.”14 Because the love of God is manifest 
through Christ, we can know God only through Christ. 
We can experience the fulness of God’s love only by 
entering into a covenant relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Right: Harry Anderson, Jesus Christ. © by Intellectual Reserve, Inc.
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By maintaining our covenantal status, we are born of 
God and thus become the sons and daughters of Christ.

Whether the discussion is about becoming reborn or 
becoming children of God, Christ is always at the center 
of the discussion. As we receive Christ and exercise the 

power given us by him, we 
become his sons and daugh
ters (see John 1:12). Elder 
McConkie further clari
fied the connection between 
rebirth/adoption and Jesus 
Christ when he explained: 
“Those accountable mortals 

who then believe and obey the gospel are born again; 
they are born of the Spirit; they become alive to the things 
of righteousness or of the Spirit. They become members 
of another family; have new brothers and sisters, and a 
new Father. They are the sons and daughters of Jesus 
Christ.”15

Although this adoption is necessary, it is not a 
culminating event but a part of a continual process of 
change. That is apparent in John’s writing: “Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 
3:2). The process of receiving God’s and the Savior’s 
love, rebirth, and becoming the children of Christ is 
not a one-time event but a gradual experience. In this 
process, we shall become like Christ (see 1 John 3:2).

Because the love of God is 

manifest through Christ,  

we can know God  

only through Christ. 
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“if ye love me, keep my commandments”

As sons and daughters of Christ, we have covenanted 
to keep his commandments. Jesus taught, “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15). This implies 
that we will keep the commandments because we love 
Christ (see 1  John 5:2–3; 2  John 1:6). Though this is 
true, an additional aspect of obedience is presented in 
John’s writings. Christ taught that “he that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him” 
(John 14:21). When we keep the commandments, we 
find that Christ manifests himself to us.

This simple concept presents an interesting 
situation. Many of those who keep the commandments 
do so because they already possess a love of Christ. 
They, according to the prophetic blessing, will have 
a manifestation of Christ. But consider these verses 
applied in other circumstances. What of those who have 
not yet come to love Christ? Are they to be obedient 
to God’s commandments as well? C. S. Lewis felt that 
some people worry because they are unsure if they love 
God. He said concerning these people: “They are told 
they ought to love God. They cannot find any such 
feelings in themselves. What are they to do? . . . Act as if 
you did. Do not sit trying to manufacture feelings. Ask 
yourself, ‘If I were sure that I loved God, what would I 
do?’ When you have found the answer, go and do it.”16 
Lewis further observed: “As soon as we do this we find 
one of the great secrets. When you are behaving as if 
you loved someone, you will presently come to love 
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him.”17 Jesus himself taught that “if any man will do his 
[God’s] will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it 
be of God, or whether I speak of myself” (John 7:17). 
Not only will the obedient know the divine source of the 
doctrine, but they will grow in love toward the Master as 
well. Thus the cycle of love and obedience begins anew, 
ever deepening with each act of obedience and receipt of 
divine manifestation.

Our obedience maintains our covenant relationship 
with Christ, which facilitates the manifestation of God’s 
love. We can feel the fulness of the Father only when 
our covenants with Christ are in effect. As we become 
more proficient in maintaining our covenant of keeping 
the commandments, not only do we draw ever closer 
to the Savior but he becomes a constant fixture in our 
lives. Christ taught, “If a man love me, he will keep my 
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him” (John 14:23).

“love one another; as i have loved you”

Disciples of Christ are reminded that mere familiarity 
with the Savior’s message is not sufficient to obtain the 
full love of God. “My little children,” John counseled, 
“let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth” (1  John 3:18). President Howard W. 
Hunter taught: “Merely saying, accepting, believing are 

Right: Sarah Carabine Jenson, Christ Holds a Young Child.  
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not enough. They are incomplete until that which they 
imply is translated into the dynamic action of daily 
living.”18 A disciple of Christ, therefore, is one who not 
only receives Christ’s law but also seeks to follow the 
given counsel (see D&C 41:5). In the same manner, we 
find that a disciple of Christ is not only one who receives 
God’s love and who loves God but one who seeks to love 
others. Christ commanded “that he who loveth God 
love his brother also” (1 John 4:21). This commandment 
was at the heart of Christ’s ministry from the beginning 
(see 1 John 3:11; John 15:17).

Loving others is regarded as the badge of Christianity. 
Christ taught that “by their fruits ye shall know them” 
(Matthew 7:20). The discerning fruit of discipleship 
was determined by whether the followers of Christ 
loved others; “By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples,” Christ taught, “if ye have love one to another” 
(John 13:35).

Although we have covenanted to love others, it is 
not enough to merely go through the motions in hopes 
of checking off one more requirement of discipleship. It 
is true that Christ admonished us to “love one another.” 
But his commandment was not merely to learn to love 
others but to “love one another; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another” (John 13:34; see also John 15:12; 
1 John 3:23). This pattern was familiar to Christ, for he 
taught that “as the Father hath loved me, so have I loved 
you: continue ye in my love” (John 15:9). No wonder 
John, who was self-described as “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved,”19 wrote so much concerning loving others. Since 
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John received Christ’s love, he was in a position to love 
others; and he understood that he must continue in that 
love by loving others as Christ loved him. Elder C. Max 
Caldwell said, “Jesus’ love was inseparably connected 
to and resulted from his life of serving, sacrificing, and 
giving in behalf of others. We cannot develop Christlike 
love except by practicing the process prescribed by the 
Master.”20

“greater love hath no man”21 

As we consider the depth of the love that is God’s to 
give, it is really quite amazing to think that it has been 
made available to us. The pinnacle of our understanding 
of the love of God is centered 
not only upon Christ, but also 
upon his sacrifice (see 1 John 
4:9). The scriptures teach that 
we “perceive .  .  . the love of 
God, because he laid down 
his life for us” (1  John 3:16) 
and that the love of God is 
manifested toward us, because 
“God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, [so] that 
we might live through him” (1  John 4:9). Paul taught 
that “if any man live in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new” (Joseph Smith Translation, 2 Corinthians 5:17).22 
The Savior’s mission—his sacrifice—in some miraculous 
way changes not only how we live and love but also 

“At that ultimate stage  

[eternal life] we will exhibit 

divine characteristics not  

just because we think  

we should but because  

that is the way we are.”
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changes us. “The Atonement in some way,” wrote Elder 
Bruce C. Hafen, “apparently through the Holy Ghost, 
makes possible the infusion of spiritual endowments 
that actually change and purify our nature, moving us 
toward that state of holiness or completeness we call 
eternal life or Godlike life. At that ultimate stage we will 
exhibit divine characteristics not just because we think 
we should but because that is the way we are.”23 It is 
through this change that we can find everlasting life. 
John reminded us that “God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16). Jesus Christ, the love of God, provides hope of 
salvation. No wonder John exults, “There is no fear in 
love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love” 
(1 John 4:18).

“the fulness”

“What manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us” (1  John 3:1)? The scriptures clearly teach of 
a fulness of love: not a counterfeit love, nor a portion 
of love, but a fulness thereof. We begin to understand 
that the full measure of love is founded in God. It is 
from God that all love springs forth. We learn that Jesus 
Christ is, in reality, the love of God, and thus we can feel 
of the fulness of God’s love as we enter into a covenant 
and become born of Christ. We reciprocate the Savior’s 
love by keeping the commandments and loving others. 
It is because of the ultimate sacrifice, the fulfilling of 
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the mission of Christ, that we are able to become new 
creatures and thereby love others as Christ loved us. 
This is the only way to find the love that will guide and 
direct our lives for peace, dispose of fear, and bring us to 
a fulness of joy: to be filled with pure love—even Jesus 
Christ. 

Thus, to a world that clamors for love as the solution 
to the world’s problems and sings that love—in any 
form—is all we need, here are the lyrics to yet one more 
song: 

	 I feel my Savior’s love
In all the world around me.
His Spirit warms my soul
Through ev’rything I see.

	 I feel my Savior’s love;
Its gentleness enfolds me,
And when I kneel to pray,
My heart is filled with peace.

	 I feel my Savior’s love
And know that he will bless me.
I offer him my heart;
My shepherd he will be.

	 I’ll share my Savior’s love
By serving others freely.
In serving I am blessed.
In giving I receive.

	 He knows I will follow him,
Give all my life to him.
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I feel my Savior’s love,
The love he freely gives me.24

With all this in mind, we can say with assurance that 
all we need is love—the Savior’s love. 
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