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The Tabernacle renovation from 2005 to 2007 included changes to the interior furnishings, shown 
here before the remodeling (see pages 41–43; compare with front cover). 
Courtesy of John Telford, purchased with funds provided by the Stewart L. Grow family



The Tabernacle roof is supported by forty-four stone piers built of red sandstone (see pages 151–52).
Courtesy of Richard Crookston

Organ capiter detail
Courtesy of Richard Crookston

The roof arches were based on the architecture 
of bridge trusses (see page 236). 
Courtesy of Richard Crookston

The original organ had only 2,638 pipes (see 
page 208).
Courtesy of Val Brinkerhoff, purchased with funds 
provided by the Stewart L. Grow family



Before electric heating and lighting, the Taber-
nacle could only be used during warm months 
and daylight hours (see pages 249–50).
Courtesy of Val Brinkerhoff, purchased with funds 
provided by the Stewart L. Grow family

When it was made, the organ’s keyboard design 
was an improvement over earlier organs in 
other states (see pages 213 –14).
Courtesy of Val Brinkerhoff, purchased with funds 
provided by the Stewart L. Grow family

Banister post
Courtesy of Val Brinkerhoff, purchased with funds 
provided by the Stewart L. Grow family

Over the years, Tabernacle decorations have 
included garlands, electric stars, and, at one 
point, an indoor fountain (see pages 19–23, 250).
Courtesy of Richard Crookston



Before the Tabernacle’s completion, open air, gusty winds, and inclement weather made it difficult 
for the audience to hear the speakers. Now the building allows thousands to more easily
hear and see the speakers (see pages 99–100).
Courtesy of Richard Crookston

The Tabernacle and the Salt Lake Temple decorated for the Christmas season
Courtesy of John Telford, purchased with funds provided by the Stewart L. Grow family





Contents

Acknowledgments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .xi
Time Line . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Introduction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Stewart L. Grow and Preserving the Tabernacle History . . . 12
Additional Research Since Grow’s Thesis   . . . . . . . . . . . 15
Changes to the Tabernacle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
The Spirit of the Building  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
Conclusion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60

Stewart L. Grow: Teacher and Tabernacle Historian  . . . . . . . . 65
The Teacher, Administrator, and Mentor  . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
The Tabernacle Thesis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Thesis
Foreword  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77
1. Background History and Definition of Terms  . . . . . . . . . . . 81

Church Beginnings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81
Gathering Places  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

2. Buildings in Kirtland, Far West, Nauvoo, and Miller’s Hollow. . 91
The Kirtland Temple. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91
Buildings in Missouri  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
The Nauvoo Tabernacle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99
Miller’s Hollow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

3. Buildings on the Temple Block Preceding the Tabernacle . . . 107
The First Bowery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107
The Second Bowery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
The Old Tabernacle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
The Old Tabernacle Bowery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129

4. Preliminaries to Construction of the Great Tabernacle. . . . 137
The Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
Early Plans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139



5. Construction of the Great Tabernacle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149
6. First Conference in the New Tabernacle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177
7. The Gallery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191
8. The Organ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201
9. Discussions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217

Acoustics of the Tabernacle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217
Source of the Idea for the Shape of the Tabernacle . . . . . 224
Who Was the Architect of the Tabernacle?  . . . . . . . . . . 228
Were Any Plans Drawn for the Tabernacle?  . . . . . . . . . 236

10. Social and Economic Effects of the Tabernacle. . . . . . . . . 241
Social and Cultural Effects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242
Economic Effects  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244

11. Later Additions to the Tabernacle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249
Bibliography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253

Books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253
Periodicals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254
Unpublished Materials  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254
Newspapers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254

Appendix  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255
Personal Interviews  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255
Correspondence. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256

Index  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257


