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Provo, Utah, and Salt Lake City—Hid­

den from the world for centuries, 

the words of ancient Book of Mor­

mon prophets whisper from the dust 

their witness of Jesus Christ. These 

prophets were individuals with dis­

tinctive speaking patterns that are 

unique in vocabulary, style, and  

thematic emphasis.

The fruit of more than a decade of 

research, Voices in the Book of Mormon: 

Discovering Distinctive Witnesses of 

Jesus Christ compares the linguistic fin­

gerprints of many major speakers in 

the Book of Mormon, from Nephi and 

Mormon to Jacob and Jesus Christ. It 

also shows voices speaking in harmony 

as later prophets use powerful phrases 

from their predecessors. Each chapter 

ends with thoughtful discussion of how 

identifying a speaker’s unique voice can 

spark greater understanding and appli­

cation of his message. 

Preserved in the Book of Mormon 

are nearly 150 voices from the ancient 

past. Mormon, its principal editor, often 

tells readers he is using the direct words 

of another person, and some authors 

are clearly speaking in their own voices 

without redaction. So at least some 

voices should remain intact and discov­

erable in the text, and that is exactly 

what close analysis indicates. 

In this book, author John Hilton III 

examines the speaking styles of more 

than a dozen major speakers in the 

Book of Mormon and identifies discerni­

ble patterns of distinctive language use, 

consistent with multiple authorship.  

Such findings foster fruitful discussion 

of how identifying a speaker’s distinc­

tive voice can spark greater understand­

ing and application of his message. Hil­

ton’s analysis of these voices highlights 

the textual richness and complexity of 

the Book of Mormon, providing mean­

ingful evidence that Joseph Smith did 

not write it. More importantly, it sheds 

new light on Book of Mormon prophets’ 

powerful testimonies of Jesus Christ.

Voices in the Book of Mormon: Dis-

covering Distinctive Witnesses of Jesus 

Christ was copublished by the Religious 

Studies Center at Brigham Young Uni­

versity and Deseret Book. Visit rsc.byu 

.edu/book/voices-book-mormon for 

more information.


