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Provo and Salt Lake City, Utah—Some 
problems never seem to go away. Peo-
ple are imperfect, life is unfair, and we 
inevitably bump up against uncertainty, 
failure, and broken dreams. On the face 
of it, adversity seems to be a regretta-
ble blight of this world, and we often 
feel that if we could just get rid of it, we 
would free ourselves from a great deal 
of unnecessary pain and worry. 

But with a gospel perspective, 
life’s uncomfortable polarities can 
be a redemptive “compound in one” 
(2 Ne­phi 2:11). New volume The Good, 
the Bad, and the Heavenly: Considering 
Opposition in All Things is a faith-
affirming exploration of Lehi’s teaching 
that “opposition in all things” structures 
the world and enables our salvation 
(2 Nephi 2:2).

A single uniform state can’t deliver 
the goods of salvation—life, happi-
ness, meaning, intelligence. We need a  
compound-in-one experience in which 
we are challenged, stretched, and 
sometimes even puzzled. Given its 
soul-stretching complexity, mortality 

is not a world in which there is a right 
answer to every ideological or intellec-
tual question; it is rather a living labo-
ratory for the development of kindness, 
forgiveness, empathy, and charity. To 
this end, Grandy takes a fresh look at 
fundamental gospel principles to show 
how they are admirably adapted to the 
intrinsically uncertain world we live 
in. As followers of the Savior, we have 
everything we need—the good, the bad, 
and the gospel of Jesus Christ, which 
teaches us how to transmute the earthly 
dross of sin and hardship into heavenly 
gold.

The Good, the Bad, and the Heavenly: 
Considering Opposition in All Things 
is copublished by the Religious Studies 
Center at Brigham Young University 
and Deseret Book. Visit rsc.byu.edu 
/book/good-bad-heavenly for more 
information.
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