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Tender Mercies and Loving-kindness
The Goodness of God in the Old Testament

NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

Provo, Utah—The newest collection 
of essays from the Religious Educa-
tion Symposium in Honor of Sidney B. 
Sperry explores the characteristics of 
God, particularly his goodness, mercy, 
and loving-kindness. Tender Mercies and 
Loving-kindness: The Goodness of God 
in the Old Testament shows that these 
supernal qualities are illustrated in God’s 
interactions with his people, embodied in 
his covenants and laws and in revelation 
to his prophets, and expressed in the love 
and redemption he offers to his children 
in mortality.

The gospel scholars who contributed 
to this Old Testament volume are Jane 
Allis-Pike, Daniel L. Belnap, Michael J. 
Biggerstaff, Matthew L. Bowen, David M. 
Calabro, Ryan Conrad Davis, Amy 
Easton, Lauren Ellison, Mark Ellison, 
Tyler J. Harris, Jennifer Lane, Ty R. Man-
sfield, Eric-Jon K. Marlowe, Joshua  M. 
Matson, Dana M. Pike, David  B. Ridge, 
Joshua M. Sears, Avram  R. Shannon, 
Thora Florence Shannon, Mack C. Stir-
ling, Robbie Taggart, and Kevin Tolley.

Since 1973 the BYU Sidney B. Sperry 
Symposium has become one of the pre-
mier venues for Latter-day Saint religious 

studies. The symposium originated to 
encourage faith-based religious schol-
arship on Latter-day Saint topics. Since 
January 2024, the Sperry Symposium has 
been renamed the “Brigham Young Uni-
versity Religious Education Symposium 
in Honor of Sidney B. Sperry.”

Tender Mercies and Loving-kindness: 
The Goodness of God in the Old Testament 
is copublished by the Religious Studies 
Center at Brigham Young University and 
Deseret Book. Visit rsc.byu.edu/book/
tender-mercies-loving-kindness for more 
information.

ABOUT THE EDITORS
DAVID ROLPH SEELY is a professor of ancient 
scripture at Brigham Young University. His areas 
of teaching, research, and publication include 
the Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, temple 
studies, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the Book of 
Mormon.
JO ANN H. SEELY, an adjunct faculty mem-
ber in the Department of Ancient Scripture at 
Brigham Young University, has also taught at 
the University of Michigan and at the BYU Jeru-
salem Center. Her teaching, research, and publi-
cation interests focus on the Old Testament, the 
New Testament, and the Book of Mormon. 
JOSHUA M. SEARS is an associate professor of 
ancient scripture at Brigham Young University. 
He holds degrees in Hebrew Bible from The Ohio 
State University and The University of Texas at 
Austin.
JOSHUA M. MATSON is an assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Ancient Scripture at 
Brigham Young University, with an appointment 
to the BYU Jerusalem Center for Near Eastern 
Studies. His research focuses on the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, the Bible (particularly the Old Testa-
ment Minor Prophets), ancient and modern 
manuscript studies, and contextualizing the 
Book of Mormon in the ancient world.
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