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Provo, Utah, and Salt Lake City—Kath-
arine Smith Salisbury was the longest-
surviving member of the Joseph Sr. and 
Lucy Mack Smith family. Her biogra-
phy records a life of challenges, includ-
ing overcoming religious prejudice and 
ostracism. Three of Katharine’s children 
died in infancy. The Salisburys were 
driven from Ohio and Missouri. Her 
husband only sporadically provided for 
the family, was outside the faith for a 
time, and died at forty-four. After the 
deaths of Joseph and Hyrum, Katharine 
remained in Hancock County, Illinois, 
where the family continued to experi-
ence untold hardships due to her con-
nection to the church’s founder.

Katharine was often present at major 
church events, as she frequently resided 
with her parents in Kirtland and in Mis-
souri, even after her marriage to Jenkins 
Salisbury in 1831. Katharine’s surviving 

recollections about early church history 
contribute to our understanding of these 
early Restoration events, particularly 
from a female perspective. 

Through all these challenges Kath-
arine remained loyal to her brother 
Joseph Smith  Jr., vouching for his pro-
phetic appointment. She successfully 
perpetuated her faith in these early Res-
toration events to her expanding poster-
ity before her death in 1900. 

Sister to the Prophet: The Life  of 
Katharine Smith Salisbury was copub-
lished by the Religious Studies Cen-
ter at Brigham Young University and 
Deseret Book. Visit rsc.byu.edu/book 
/sister-prophet for more information.
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