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SAINTS AT WAR IN THE PHILIPPINES

Latter-day Saints in WWII Prison Camps

Provo, UtaH, aND SALT LAKE CiTy —
Members of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints were among
US soldiers in World War IT who
endured the atrocities of the Bataan
Death March in the Philippines and
the brutality of Japanese POW camps.
These camps were places of cruelty,

“Of all the veteran wartime
voices that yearn to be pre-
served—and there are many—
none are more deserving than
those who endured terrible
experiences as prisoners of
war. Michael Hyer is to be
congratulated on doing just
that—preserving voices in a
way that honors their suffer-
ing and sacrifice—often their
ultimate sacrifice. God bless
these heroes.”

. . —-Robert C. Freeman, Director of the Saints
camps in the Philippines, a group of at War Project, Brigham Young University

twenty-nine Latter-day Saint soldiers
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starvation, and sickness; a place where
the prisoners, seemingly abandoned by
their country, were despised, exploited,
tortured, and at times savagely mur-
dered by their captors. Yet, in one
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of the most infamous of these POW

found hope and strength through their Saints at War in the Philippines:
PUFAELE Y religion and each other. Latter-day Saints in WWII Prison Camps
This is the story, largely told was written by Michael H. Hyer and

through their personal accounts, of this copublished by the Religious Studies
group of Latter-day Saint POWs in the Center at Brigham Young University
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Additional Praise for

SAINTS AT WAR IN THE PHILIPPINES

Latter-day Saints in WWII Prison Camps

“While the brutal treatment of POWs by the Japanese during World War II has
received plenty of attention, what sets this book apart is that the tale is told from the
perspective of a handful of captives who used their religion and belief in a higher
power to see them through the darkest of days. All these years later, the positive
attitudes of the Latter-day Saint soldiers held in captivity, and the way it shaped their
behavior, shines through in their stories”

—Lee Benson, columnist for the Deseret News and coauthor of Soldier Slaves

& ~ SAINTS AT WAR
\\(:‘ IN THE FHI I.l PFI N EE “Mike Hyer has written a thorough account of a small group of LDS servicemen

Latt r who sailed to the Philippines in the fall of 1941, enthusiastically prepared to rein-
force United States military capability in the face of unlikely but possible future
problems with Japanese aggression. Hyer's exhaustive account of the post-Pearl
Harbor lives of members of the LDS group is highlighted by his obvious interest in
his uncle Bobby Brown, who died near the end of the war when the Japanese tried
to transport him and other POWs from the Philippines to Japan, and Robert Davey,
MICHAEL H. HYER who survived it all and supplied much detail for Hyer's intriguing book. This is the
intimate story of the heroic struggle of brave men and includes details that signifi-

cantly supplement the more generalized published accounts of this terrible segment

of WWII history”
DETAILS
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—David L. Clark, W. H. Twenhofel Professor Emeritus of the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
Clark has published extensively on Church history, including “The Fate of the Davao Penal
Colony #502 ‘Branch’ of the LDS Church, 1944, BYU Studies 50, no. 4 (2011).
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