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CLARK B. HINCKLEY earned a master’s
degree in business administration from
the Harvard Business School and a bache-
lor's degree in mathematics from Brigham
Young University. He is a banker by vo-
cation and a historian by avocation and is
the son of Gordon B. Hinckley and Mar-
jorie Pay Hinckley (the granddaughter of
Mary Goble Pay, whose story is told here).
He is the author of Christopher Columbus:
A Man Among the Gentiles and coauthor
(with his wife) of Taking Off the Tag: A
Transition Guide for Returned Missionaries.
He and his wife, Kathleen, their six chil-

Rescued

THE COURAGEOUS JOURNEY OF
MARY GOBLE PAY

Provo, UtaH, AND SALT Lake CiTy—
Thirteen-year-old Mary Goble and her
family sailed from England and trav-
eled to Utah Territory in the John A.
Hunt wagon company in 1856. They
traveled close to the Edward Martin
handcart company. Both companies
were trapped in Wyoming snowstorms,
suffering from exposure, exhaustion,
and hunger.

A great deal has been written about
the 1856 emigration, but the power of
Mary’s narrative lies in its simplicity
and brevity: a father and mother with
six young children and a seventh on
the way, converts of just a few months,
leave their comfortable home in En-
gland in May. In December, the father
and four badly frozen but surviving
children arrive in the Salt Lake Val-
ley; the mother died just hours before
reaching their destination, and three
children lie buried on the trail. Mary’s
narrative endures as a moving story of
a young girl and her family who were
willing to sacrifice everything for the
gospel.
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Despite these challenges, they lived
their convictions, because, as Mary’s
mother told her, “I want to go to Zion
while my children are small, so they
can be raised in the Gospel of Christ,
for I know this is the true Church’

This is a story of trials, faith, and
overcoming adversity. The core of
the book is a transcription of Mary's
handwritten memoir with annotations
that corroborate, correct, and provide
context. This powerful and moving
account is uniquely bookended by an
introduction and epilogue that place
Mary’s story of her journey in the
context of her life before and after her
emigration.

Rescued: The Courageous Journey of
Mary Goble Pay features an introduc-
tion and notes written by one of her
descendants, Clark B. Hinckley. The
book is copublished by the Religious
Studies Center at Brigham Young
University and by Deseret Book. Visit
https://rsc.byu.edu/book/rescued for
more information.
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dren, and their twenty-four grandchil-
dren are beneficiaries of Mary’s courage
and faith.




