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ies Center. He is the author of the award-

winning book Return to the City of Joseph:
Modern Mormonism’s Contest for the Soul of
Nauvoo, an associate editor of the Doctrine
and Covenants Reference Companion, and

the author of numerous other books and

articles on the history of the Church.

Provo, UtaH, AND SALT LakE CiTy—This
volume explores events and teachings
of the early years of the restoration of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. Featuring scholars from
Brigham Young University, the Church
History Department, and the Joseph
Smith Papers, the collection of prom-
inent materials previously produced
by the BYU Religious Studies Center is
designed as a companion to personal
and family study of the Doctrine and
Covenants and Church history. Chap-
ters explore Joseph Smith’s accounts of
his First Vision, the translation of the
Book of Mormon, and the restoration
of priesthood power. Doctrinal teach-
ings about consecration, Zion, the king-
doms of glory, and work for the dead
are also investigated, as are harrowing
experiences in Liberty and Carthage
Jails and the exodus to the West.

By exploring anew the first several
decades of the Restoration, readers
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will witness the growth and devel-
opment of Joseph Smith from a boy
seeking forgiveness and direction
while laboring on his family’s farm
into a prophet of God who translated
ancient records, received divine au-
thority from heavenly messengers, and
organized a church that now spans the
world. Triumphs in understanding the
nature of God, the salvation available
through Jesus Christ, and the futurity
of eternal relationships are explored
alongside tragedies in jails in Missouri
and Illinois. Challenging practices

like plural marriage and restrictions
on priesthood and temple blessings
based on race are examined, as are the
profound ways that the gospel mes-
sage and its eternal rewards are made
available to all.
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Purchase at Deseret Book or online at
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