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Lessons from  
Wilford Woodruff’s Mission Years

NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

provo and salt lake city, utah—
Prepare Me for Thy Use explores Wilford 
Woodruff’s early discipleship during his 
missionary service in the United States 
and Great Britain. Drawing from his let­
ters and personal journals, this new book 
from the BYU Religious Studies Center 
takes a thematic look at Wilford’s unwav­
ering dedication to hard work, obedience, 
meticulous recordkeeping, gratitude, and 
consecration. 

Author Kristy Wheelwright Taylor 
weaves together Wilford Woodruff’s per­
sonal anecdotes and spiritual insights 
in a historical context to make his story 
both relatable and inspiring for modern 
readers. The themes provide rich material 
for personal study or in Church settings, 
seminary, institute, or mission prepara­
tion. Readers will find valuable insights 
from the story of one man’s spiritual pro­
gression that can be applied to their own 
path of discipleship.

By the end of his life, Wilford had 
compiled more than sixty years of daily 
writings—an enduring record that has 
been called by Truman G. Madsen “per­
haps the most important single historical 
treasure we have in the Church.”

Converted to the restored gospel after 
hearing a single sermon, Wilford joined 
the young church and served several mis­
sions in quick succession. His zeal was 
extraordinary, and his efforts meticulously 

documented. His mission years taught 
Wilford profound lessons about consecra­
tion, obedience, gratitude, courage, and 
the relentless effort required to bring the 
blessings of sacred covenants to all. A wit­
ness of the powers of both heaven and hell, 
Wilford saw his life as a testament to the 
Lord’s protection and purpose for him. 
His unwavering devotion is perhaps best 
expressed in a prayer he recorded in his 
journal, “I ask thee in the name of Jesus 
Christ to prepare me for thy use.”

Prepare Me for Thy Use: Lessons from 
Wilford Woodruff 's Mission Years is copub­
lished by the Religious Studies Center at 
Brigham Young University and Deseret 
Book. Visit rsc.byu.edu/book/prepare-me 
-thy-use for more information.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

KRISTY WHEELWRIGHT TAYLOR serves as 
the board secretary for the Wilford Woodruff 
Papers Foundation and helps with transcrip-
tion and writing on the Wilford Woodruff 
Papers Project. She jumped into the proj-
ect, albeit with some trepidation, because 
of her love of history, her need to always be 
reading, and her interest in studying exam-
ples of devotion to the Savior. She has loved 
getting to know Wilford Woodruff better 
through his own words. Kristy has a master’s 
degree in humanities from Brigham Young 
University and has worked as an English 
instructor at Purdue University, copy editor, 
technical writer, travel writer, and historical 
researcher and writer. She now spends much 
of her time volunteering in community and 
church work while also writing for various 
websites and publications. A native of Bos-
ton, she lives with her husband in Fort Worth 
with their four amazing kids nearby; she still 
misses New England every fall.
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