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Provo, Utah, and Salt Lake City—In 
1898 Joseph Wilford Booth, a school-
teacher from the pioneering Latter-
day Saint settlement of Alpine, Utah, 
accepted a startling mission call. He was 
to leave behind wife and livelihood and 
travel to the strange, faraway lands of 
the Ottoman Middle East.

Booth’s journaled adventures and 
challenges are edited and annotated by 
James A. Toronto and Kent F. Schull in 
the new RSC publication Missionary in 
the Middle East: The Journals of Joseph 
Wilford Booth.

Booth was destined to serve three 
missions in the Middle East, laboring a 
total of seventeen years between 1898 
and 1928 in what is today Turkey, Israel/
Palestine, Lebanon, and Syria. Little did 
he know that Aleppo, his first assign-
ment, would become a second home to 
him and, thirty years later, his honored 
final resting place.

Thirteen mission journals testify 
to Booth’s lively intellect and spiritual 
capacity. They brim with shrewd obser-
vations of people, scenes, customs, and 
daily life; sobering obstacles and set-
backs mixed with heady triumphs; and 
thoughtful, rapturous reflections on 
divine providence and Christian veri-
ties. Reading his experiences is a chance 
to intimately know and learn from a 
largely unsung giant among the ranks 
of great Latter-day Saint missionaries.

Missionary in the Middle East: The 
Journals of Joseph Wilford Booth is 
copublished by the Religious Studies 
Center at Brigham Young University 
and Deseret Book. Visit rsc.byu.edu 
/book/missionary-middle-east for more 
information.
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JAMES A. TORONTO is professor of Islamic 
and Arabic studies, teaching courses in com-
parative religion, Islamic humanities, and Ara-
bic language. He has lived in the Middle East 
(Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, and Turkey) for 
twelve years and in Italy for five years. He has 
worked as a consultant for Harvard’s Institute 
for International Development in Egypt and 
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the David M. Kennedy Center for Interna-
tional Studies at Brigham Young University 
before accepting a three-year assignment as 
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KENT F. SCHULL is associate professor of 
Ottoman and modern Middle East history at 
Binghamton University, State University of 
New York (SUNY), and the director of Bing-
hamton University’s Center for Middle East 
and North Africa Studies (CMENAS). He 
received his doctorate from UCLA (2007) and 
is a twice Fulbright scholar to Turkey. His pub-
lications include Prisons in the Late Ottoman 
Empire: Microcosms of Modernity (EUP, 2014), 
the coedited volumes Living in the Ottoman 
Realm: Sultans, Subjects, and Elites (IUP, 2016), 
Law and Legitimacy in the Ottoman Empire & 
Republic of Turkey (IUP, 2016), and Subjects of 
Ottoman International Law (IUP, 2020). He is 
book series editor for Edinburgh Studies on the 
Ottoman Empire, Edinburgh University Press.
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