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NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

Provo, Utah, and Salt lake City —This 

volume takes a fresh look at the histo-

ry, people, and places in Washington, 

DC, that have affected The Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

Beginning with Joseph Smith’s earliest 

interactions with the federal govern-

ment of the United States in the 1830s, 

the Church’s progress has been shaped 

by leaders and members interacting 

in Washington. This volume is filled 

with essays on many topics about the 

Church’s history in the U.S. capital. It 

also chronicles many of the Saints and 

statesmen who have worked to bring 

the Church out of obscurity and onto a 

national and international stage.

 The Church’s presence in the 

District of Columbia spans nearly the 

entirety of the faith’s history. Signifi-

cant influence exerted on the Church 

by individuals and agencies associated 

with the federal government make a 

study of the Church in Washington, 

DC, a rich endeavor. 

The book is divided into three sec-

tions. The first section, “History,” exam-

ines episodes occurring in or involving 

Washington, DC. The next section, 

“People,” details prominent individuals 

affiliated in a variety of ways with the 

District of Columbia. The final section, 

“Places,” explores prominent sites as-

sociated with Latter-day Saints in the 

Washington area. Latter-day Saints in 

Washington, DC helps readers appre-

ciate the sometimes complicated, yet 

cooperative, relationship between the 

Church and the United States federal 

government.

Visit https://rsc.byu.edu/book 

/latter-day-saints-washington-dc for 

more information. 
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ABOUT THE EDITORS

KENNETH L. ALFORD is a professor 
of Church history and doctrine. After 
serving almost thirty years in the U.S. 
Army (eleven years in the Washington, 
DC, area), he retired as a colonel in 2008. 
He earned a BA in political science from 
Brigham Young University, an MA in 
international relations from the Univer-
sity of Southern California, a master of 
computer science from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and a PhD 
in computer science from George Mason 
University.

LLOYD D. NEWELL is an American 
journalist, announcer, and author, who is 
the current voice of Music and the Spoken 
Word. He holds an MA in communica-
tions and a PhD in marriage, family, and 
human development from BYU, where he 
is a professor of Church history and doc-
trine and an associated faculty member in 
the School of Family Life.

ALEXANDER L. BAUGH is a professor 
and chair of the Department of Church 
History and Doctrine at Brigham Young 
University, where he has been a full-time 
faculty member since 1995. He received 
a BS from Utah State University and MA 
and PhD degrees from Brigham Young 
University. He specializes in researching 
and writing about the Missouri period of 
early Church history (1831–39).
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