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Provo AND SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH—
Joseph Smith as a Visionary: Heavenly
Manifestations in the Latter Days features
essays presented at the 2025 Religious
Education Symposium in Honor of Syd-
ney B. Sperry. It examines topics such as
Joseph’s First Vision, the impact of scrip-
ture on his visionary experience, how his
contemporaries perceived his visions, and
specific visions of God, angels, the after-
life, and even visionary dreams experi-
enced by the Prophet of the Restoration.
Joseph Smith did not simply pro-
claim he had a different understanding
of Christian religion; central to his teach-
ings were the numerous angelic visita-
tions through which important keys and
teachings were delivered. Joseph also had
incredible visions of the future, the Res-
urrection, and the Final Judgment. Some
of Joseph’s many visitations and visions
would eventually be canonized as Doc-
trine and Covenants 13, 76, and 137. This
book focuses on these miraculous visita-
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tions and revelatory visions, their impli-
cations for Latter-day Saint doctrine, and
their potential application to modern
Saints and the broader world.

From its inception, The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was a
faith tradition filled with visions and
visitations experienced by its founding
prophet, Joseph Smith. Though he lived
during the Second Great Awakening,
when other prominent visionaries had
their own revelatory experiences, observ-
ers have often characterized Joseph’s
divine outpourings as “incomparable.”

Joseph Smith as a Visionary: Heav-
enly Manifestations in the Latter Days
is copublished by the Religious Stud-
ies Center at Brigham Young Univer-
sity and Deseret Book. Visit rsc.byu.edu

/book/joseph-smith-visionary for more
information.
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