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JOSEPH SMITH’S TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE
the joseph smith translation and the king james translation in parallel columns

NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

Provo, Utah, and Salt Lake City—A 

Latter-day Saint edition of the entire 

Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible 

will now be available in January 2022. 

Latter-day Saints are familiar with the 

Joseph Smith Translation because of the 

excellent selection of excerpts included 

in the standard works. What many do 

not realize, however, is that the Proph-

et’s Bible revision contains more than 

those excerpts and is a text that starts at 

Genesis and ends at Revelation. 

Joseph Smith made changes in about 

3,600 existing verses of the Bible (about 

12 percent of the total) and added thou-

sands of words of new text. This volume 

contains all the changes and all the new 

words—all the scriptural text that he 

and his scribes recorded on the manu-

scripts they prepared for publication—in 

standardized spelling and punctuation 

and conveniently arranged in columns 

opposite the words of the King James 

translation.

Revising the Bible was a branch of  

Joseph Smith’s prophetic calling. In a 

revelation received in December 1830, 

God told him that by means of the Bible 

revision, “the scriptures shall be given, 

even as they are in mine own bosom, to 

the salvation of mine own elect” (Doc-

trine and Covenants 35:20). 

The Prophet labored on the Bible 

project from June 1830 until July 1833. 

The manuscripts show evidence of an 

initial dictation of the text followed by 

refinements he made to it and also the 

insertion of punctuation, capitalization, 

and chapter and verse divisions. 

He worked through the entire Bible 

and made changes in all but fifteen of 

the books. In some sections he revised 

extensively, and in others he made only 

very few changes. In some instances, 

primarily in Genesis, he inserted large 

additions of new text, but in many 

other places he made small changes to 

clarify or expand existing words in the 

King James Bible.

The Joseph Smith Translation makes 

significant contributions to Latter-day 

Saint beliefs. Joseph Smith’s Translation 

of the Bible: The Joseph Smith Translation 

and the King James Translation in Parallel 

Columns was edited by Kent P. Jackson 

and copublished by the Religious Stud-

ies Center at Brigham Young University 

and Deseret Book. Visit rsc.byu.edu 

/book/joseph-smiths-translation-bible 

for more information.

DETAILS
Purchase at Deseret Book or online at  

deseretbook.com
Hardcover $36.99

Pages: 684

Size: 6" x 9"

ISBN: 978-1-9503-0421-9

Published: RSC and Deseret Book

Available January 2022
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ABOUT THE EDITOR

KENT P. JACKSON is a professor emeri-
tus of ancient scripture at Brigham Young 
University. He earned MA and PhD degrees 
in ancient Near Eastern studies from the 
University of Michigan. He joined the BYU 
faculty in 1980. He has published on the 
intersection of the Bible and Latter-day 
Saint history and beliefs and, in particular, 
the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible.


