
MEDIA CONTACT
For more information, please contact

Project Editor: Don Brugger 801-422-1526, don_brugger@byu.edu
Marketing: Brent Nordgren 801-422-3293, brent_nordgren@byu.edu
Social Media: Devan Jensen 801-422-9304, devan_jensen@byu.edu

I L LU M I N AT I N G  T H E 

JAREDITE RECORDS

NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

Provo, Utah, and Salt lake City —The 

book of Ether, a record of the ancient 

Jaredite civilization, is rich in human 

drama: an epic migration to a promised 

land, a prophet’s unexcelled vision of 

the premortal Christ and “all things,” 

a people meant to be a great nation 

falling prey to works of darkness and 

suffering extinction—all interspersed 

with inspiring lessons and meditations 

on prayer, faith, repentance, revelation, 

and more.

Given its enduring narrative appeal 

and spiritual value, the book of Ether 

may seem to be fully plumbed. Yet, as 

with all scripture, intriguing questions 

invite further study, with new perspec-

tives and insights ever in the offing.

Illuminating the Jaredite Records 

is a multipronged foray beneath the 

surface of Ether’s record. Through cul-

tural, historical, literary, and theologi-

cal lenses, ten BYU researchers probe 

its nature and far-reaching impact 

on the later Nephite and Lamanite 

societies. The varied readings deepen 

understanding of the text and yield 

insights and thoughtful applications 

for teachers and students of the Book 

of Mormon today.

Contributors in the volume are 

Daniel L. Belnap, Amy Easton-Flake, 

Nicholas J. Frederick, Tyler J. Griffin, 

Kerry Hull, Frank F. Judd Jr., Jared 

Ludlow, Ryan Sharp, Joseph M. Spen-

cer, and Charles Swift.

Illuminating the Jaredite Records was 

edited by BYU professor of ancient 

scripture Daniel L. Belnap and copub-

lished by the Religious Studies Center 

at Brigham Young University and by 

Deseret Book. Visit https://rsc.byu.edu 

/book/illuminating-jaredite-records for 

more information.

DETAILS
Purchase at Deseret Book or online at  

deseretbook.com
Hardcover $26.99, Ebook $14.99

Hardcover Pages: 320

Hardcover Size: 6" x 9"

Hardcover ISBN: 978-1-9443-9497-4

Published: RSC and Deseret Book, 2020
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DANIEL L. BELNAP re ceived 

a BA in interna tional rela-

tions from Brig ham Young 

University, an MA in ancient 

Near Eastern studies from BYU, and an 

MA and a PhD in Northwest Semitics from 

the University of Chicago. He worked as a 

part-time instructor before becoming an 

assistant professor in 2007. He advanced 

to the rank of professor in 2020.


