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THIS GREAT AND LASTING WAR
Studies in Alma 45–63

NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

Provo and Salt Lake City, Utah—
The latest volume from Brigham Young 
University’s Book of Mormon Academy 
highlights Alma chapters 45–63, some-
times referred to as the “war chapters.” 
However, these chapters are much more 
complex than often assumed, focusing 
on the nature of covenant, the love of 
God, and the way human beings establish 
their identities. The record alerts readers 
to challenges uniquely faced by women, 
the difficulty of handling complicated 
relationships, and the need to make good 
choices. The text enlightens its adherents 
about the meaning of scripture in differ-
ent contexts, how prophets intervene on 
behalf of the downtrodden and look to 
God’s future interventions in the world, 
and what it means to see God in the con-
crete details of life. 

With the aim of providing a variety 
of fresh perspectives on what are usually 
called the war chapters, BYU’s Book of 
Mormon Academy presents This Great 
and Lasting War: Studies in Alma 45–63. 

This volume, divided into three parts, 
draws on the expertise and insights of ten 
scholars of ancient scripture. The first part 
addresses the literary dimensions of Alma 
45–63 by putting the Amalickiahite wars 
into the context of Nephite history and 
related books of scripture. It examines 
the interaction of the spiritual and the 
mundane throughout the wars, the signif-
icance of Alma’s final prophecy, the simi-
larities between Captain Moroni and Old 
Testament prophets, and the use of Pau-
line words “stand[ing] fast .  .  . in the lib-
erty wherewith Christ hath made us free” 
in the Book of Mormon (Galatians 5:1). 

The second part focuses on specific 
stories or scenes within Alma 45–63 by 
using tools of literary criticism to analyze 
what principles can be gleaned from these 
chapters. It shows the careful manner that 
Mormon tells the story of “the great wick-
edness one very wicked man can cause to 
take place among the children of men” 
(Alma 46:9), offers ways of interpreting 
Captain Moroni’s pointed letter to the 
chief judge Pahoran, and examines the 
often-overlooked story of the maidser-
vant of Morianton. 

The third part of the volume focuses 
on moral issues arising from the book 
of Alma by examining specific themes 
across these chapters. It analyzes the 

insight the Book of Mormon provides to 
motivationally complex questions of jus-
tice through a study of the word cause, 
Mormon’s testimony of God’s unswerv-
ing love for his children that permeates 
the violence, and the role covenants play 
in the lives of those engaged in conflict.

This Great and Lasting War: Studies 
in Alma 45–63 is copublished by the Reli-
gious Studies Center at Brigham Young 
University and Deseret Book. Visit rsc 
.byu.edu/book/great-lasting-war for more 
information.ABOUT THE EDITOR

JOSEPH M. SPENCER is a philosopher and an 
assistant professor of ancient scripture at 
Brigham Young University. He has degrees 
from Brigham Young University, San Jose 
State University, and the University of New 
Mexico, having earned his PhD in philoso-
phy from the last institution in 2015. He is 
the author of four books (most recently 1st 
Nephi: A Brief Theological Introduction), the 
coeditor of four collections of essays, and 
the author or coauthor more than fifty arti-
cles and book chapters. His work focuses 
on philosophy, theology, and scripture. Pro-
fessor Spencer serves as the editor of the 
Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, as the 
associate director of the Latter-day Saint 
Theology Seminar, and as a coeditor for two 
different book series, Groundwork: Studies in 
Theory and Scripture (published by the Neal 
A. Maxwell Institute) and Introductions to 
Mormon Thought (published by the Univer-
sity of Illinois Press).
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