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Provo AND SALT LAKE CrTy, UTAH—A
new collection of essays, God’s Word in
Our Hearts: Learning from the Old Tes-
tament, is designed to assist teachers and
students of the Old Testament in deep-
ening their understanding of this sacred
scripture and fostering a closer relation-
ship with God.

The editors of this new volume have
compiled works from Latter-day Saint
scholars to enhance comprehension, rec-
ognizing that Old Testament cultures
and peoples may be unfamiliar to many
readers. The essays, written from diverse
perspectives, explore the Torah, the Writ-
ings, and the Prophets, aiming to nurture
God’s word in our hearts and enrich the
lives of those we teach.

The first six essays follow the Torah,
representing Genesis through Deuteron-
omy, exploring different aspects of cov-
enants in the Old Testament and their
significance. Each essay delves into how
covenants shape the lives, responsibilities,
and spiritual journeys of God’s people.

The second section comes from the
Writings. The Writings reflect “the vari-
ety of material collected, . . . ranging from
historical works (e.g., Chronicles), prayers
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(Psalms), [and] wisdom works (e.g., Job)”
(Marc Zvi Brettler, “Kethuvim,” in The
Jewish Study Bible [Oxford University
Press, 1985], 1275). In this section, the
authors explore how individuals in the
Old Testament demonstrate faith and
provide empowerment.

The third section examines the Proph-
ets, which consist of the four major
prophets (ordered based on length of their
book)—Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and
Daniel—and the twelve minor prophets
(shorter books) from Hosea to Malachi.
A unifying theme in these essays is God’s
interaction with his people, specifically
his emphasis of justice, mercy, and the
importance of covenants.

God’s Word in Our Hearts: Learning
from the Old Testament is copublished by
the Religious Studies Center at Brigham
Young University and Deseret Book. Visit

rsc.byu.edu/book/gods-word-our-hearts
for more information.
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