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Provo, UtaH, AND Sart Lake Crry—Since
1973 the BYU Sidney B. Sperry Sym-
posium has become one of the premier
venues for Latter-day Saint religious
studies. The symposium origi-
nated to encourage faith-based
religious scholarship on Latter-

day Saint topics. Beginning in
January 2024, the Sperry Sym-
posium will be renamed the
“Come, Follow Me Symposium
in Honor of Sidney B. Sperry.”

I Glory in My Jesus: Under-
standing Christ in the Book of Mormon
is the first volume published under the
new symposium name.

At the beginning of the Book of Mor-
mon, Nephi writes, “The fulness of mine
intent is that I may persuade men to
come unto the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, and
be saved” (1 Nephi 6:4; emphasis added).
The pinnacle of the Book of Mormon
occurred in 3 Nephi when Jesus Christ
personally ministered to the Nephites
and Lamanites. The final writers of the
Book of Mormon end where Nephi
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began. Mormon says, ‘1 write unto
you, . . . that ye may believe the gospel
of Jesus Christ. . .. And [ would that I
could persuade all ye ends of the earth
to repent and prepare to stand
before the judgment-seat of
Christ” (Mormon 3:20-22), and
Moroni concludes his record
with one final plea to “come
unto Christ” 10:32).
Clearly the central purpose of
those writing on the plates was

(Moroni

to invite and persuade each of
us to come unto Jesus Christ, helping us
understand his redeeming role.

I Glory in My Jesus: Understanding
Christ in the Book of Mormon was co-
published by the Religious Studies Center
at Brigham Young University and Deseret
Book. Visit rsc.byu.edu/book/i-glory-my
-jesus for more information.
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