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NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

Provo, Utah—The Religious Studies 
Center presents Genesis: A New English 
Translation, faithfully translated directly 
from the Hebrew Bible into the language 
of today’s English speakers. The scriptural 
text is followed by commentary intended 
to help readers navigate this first book of 
the Bible. Joseph Smith’s translation of 
Genesis is also included, with its additions 
and revisions placed where they appear in 
their original context.

This translation is presented with the 
hope of making the text clear and read­
able and communicating with accuracy 
the thoughts and intentions of the origi­
nal writers as they are preserved in the 
Hebrew text.

This book has three purposes: to pro-
�vide a new English translation of Genesis, 
to present in context all the Joseph Smith 
Translation of Genesis, and to provide 
explanatory comments that will help 
readers as they engage the biblical text.

Genesis is the foundational text for all 
the sacred writings that follow it. Genesis 
reveals the creation of the earth and the 

fall of Adam and Eve, and by doing so it 
lays the groundwork for later revelations 
that make known the atonement of Jesus 
Christ. It is the indispensable scriptural 
book. 

As the prelude to the record of the 
ancient Israelites, Genesis tells the ancient 
Israelites who they were and where they 
came from. It reveals that God had a spe­
cial relationship with them. It introduces 
them to their ancestors and places their 
lives within a grand divine design. For the 
ancient Israelites and modern believers, it 
has been particularly important because 
it tells of the beginnings of human history 
and relates the story of Israel’s earliest 
ancestors. This groundbreaking volume 
brings Genesis to life for a new generation.

Genesis: A New English Translation 
is copublished by the Religious Studies 
Center at Brigham Young University and 
Deseret Book. Visit https://rsc.byu.edu/
book/genesis for more information.

ABOUT THE TRANSLATOR

KENT P. JACKSON is a professor emeri
tus of ancient scripture at Brigham 
Young University, where he taught for 
thirty-seven years. He received a BA 
in ancient studies from BYU and MA 
and PhD degrees in Hebrew Bible and 
ancient Near Eastern studies from the 
University of Michigan. He is the author 
of The Restored Gospel and the Book 
of Genesis (2001), The Book of Moses 
and the Joseph Smith Translation Man-
uscripts (2005), and Understanding 
Joseph Smith’s Translation of the Bible 
(2022).

CONNECT WITH US   rsc.byu.edursc.byu.edu

DETAILS
Purchase at Deseret Book or online at  Purchase at Deseret Book or online at  

deseretbook.comdeseretbook.com
Hardcover $19.99
Pages: 144
Size: 6" x 9"
ISBN: 978-1-9503-0470-7
Publisher: RSC and Deseret Book
Expected December 22, 2025

This groundbreaking  This groundbreaking  
translation brings  translation brings  

Genesis to life  Genesis to life  
for a new generation.for a new generation.

�is volume contains a faithful new English translation of Genesis, translated 
directly from the Hebrew Bible into the language of today’s English speakers. 
�e translation is followed by commentary intended to help readers navigate 
through this �rst book of the Bible. Joseph Smith’s translation of Genesis is also 
included, with its additions and revisions placed where they appear in their 
original context.

Genesis is the foundational text for all the sacred writings that follow it. 
Genesis reveals the creation of the earth and the fall of Adam and Eve, and by 
doing so it lays the groundwork for later revelations that make known the 
atonement of Jesus Christ. It is the indispensable scriptural book. For the 
ancient Israelites and modern believers, it has been particularly important 
because it tells of the beginnings of human history and relates the story of 
Israel’s earliest ancestors.�is groundbreaking volume brings Genesis to life for 
a new generation.

Kent P. Jackson is a professor emeritus of ancient scripture at Brigham Young 
University, where he taught for thirty-seven years. He received a BA in ancient 
studies from BYU and MA and PhD degrees in Hebrew Bible and ancient 
Near Eastern studies from the University of Michigan. He is the author of �e 
Restored Gospel and the Book of Genesis (2001), �e Book of Moses and the Joseph 
Smith Translation Manuscripts (2005), and Understanding Joseph Smith’s 
Translation of the Bible (2022).

�is volume contains a new English 
translation of Genesis taken directly 
from the Hebrew Bible. It is in today’s 
English and is presented with the hope 
of making the text clear and readable 
and communicating with accuracy the 
thoughts and intentions of the original 
writers as they are preserved in the 
Hebrew text.

�is book has three purposes: to pro-
vide a new English translation of 
Genesis, to present in context all the 
Joseph Smith Translation of Genesis, 
and to provide explanatory comments 
that will help readers as they engage the 
biblical text.

Genesis is the prelude to the record of 
the ancient Israelites. �e Bible’s main 
narrative emphasizes Moses’s call to 
deliver Israel from Egyptian bondage, 
and Genesis tells the ancient Israelites 
who they were, where they came from, 
and where they belonged. It reveals 
that God had a special relationship 
with them. It introduces them to their 
ancestors and places their lives within a 
grand divine design. Ancient Israelites 
learned from Genesis that God had 
promises to keep in their behalf, 
covenant promises he made with their 
distant progenitors.

In Genesis we �rst learn of the covenant 
that God made with Abraham and his 
family, a primary theme of the rest of the 
Old Testament. Genesis is primarily 
about that covenant relationship, but it 
includes its own �ashbacks by pre-
senting narratives of the creation, the 
experiences of Adam and Eve in Eden, 
the beginnings of human institutions, 
and the spread of peoples and nations 
throughout the earth in all their ethnic 
and linguistic diversity.
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