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FROM WILDERNESS TO MONARCHY
The Old Testament Through the Lens of the Restoration

NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

Provo, Utah—From Wilderness to 
Monarchy continues the story begun in 
From Creation to Sinai, tracing Israel’s 
path from their entrance into the prom-
ised land to the establishment of the 
Davidic monarchy. 

It offers a Latter-�day Saint perspective 
on Israel’s spiritual and historical journey 
as recounted in the Old Testament. Cen-
tral to this period are the emergence of 
prophetic leadership and the development 
of kingship, both of which reshape Israel’s 
identity and covenantal journey. Written 
from a Latter-day Saint perspective yet 
accessible to a broader audience, this vol-
ume combines sweeping narrative with 
detailed scriptural analysis. It emphasizes 
that the Old Testament, though ancient, 
remains spiritually relevant and instruc-
tive today. 

Beginning with the book of Joshua, 
From Wilderness to Monarchy explores 
Israel’s transition from Moses’s leader-
ship to the hardships and difficulties in 
the conquest accounts—focusing on cov-

enantal duties, military battles, and moral 
challenges. The book moves through the 
era of the Judges, highlighting both gen-
eral spiritual decline and the faithfulness 
of individuals like Ruth and Hannah. It 
then follows the reigns of Saul, David, 
and Solomon, examining their leader-
ship, flaws, and divine interactions. The 
volume concludes with insights into the 
literary, theological, and temple-centered 
significance of Psalms, Proverbs, and the 
Song of Solomon. 

As a companion to From Creation to 
Sinai (published in 2021), From Wilder-
ness to Monarchy invites readers to see the 
Old Testament not merely as history but 
as a spiritual guide for modern covenant 
living.

From Wilderness to Monarchy: The Old 
Testament Through the Lens of the Res-
toration is copublished by the Religious 
Studies Center at Brigham Young Univer-
sity and Deseret Book. Visit rsc.byu.edu 
/book/wilderness-monarchy for more 
information.
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