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In the Eyes of the Ancients
Historical Perspectives on the Book of Mormon

NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

Provo, Utah—Latter-day saint schol-
ars of religion often confront a demand-
ing challenge—producing gospel-centered 
scholarship that meets academic expecta-
tions and speaks meaningfully to readers 
seeking to deepen their faith in the Res-
toration. In the Eyes of the Ancients rises 
to that challenge with new and expanded 
lines of research on the Book of Mormon. 

Drawing on literary, ethnographic, 
linguistic, and archaeological approaches, 
sixteen scholars situate the Book of Mor-
mon in its ancient cultural and historical 
contexts. Readers will see how this rich 
record continues to yield insights under 
close analysis—bringing its ancient char-
acter into clear relief in support of its truth 
claims and enduring prophetic messages.

Recent studies on the Book of Mor-
mon have highlighted the unique cul-
tural, linguistic, literary, doctrinal, and 
theological insights that readers can glean 
from this sacred text. In the Eyes of the 
Ancients amplifies those efforts by show-
ing how specific words, phrases, passages, 
and stories in this familiar record take on 
added meaning and reveal striking his-
torical coherence when examined with 
the right tools against the backdrop of 
ancient Near Eastern and Mesoamerican 
cultures and traditions.

This new research is arranged into 
textual/literary, ethnographic, linguistic, 
and archaeological studies that

• �flesh out Amaleki’s terse account of 
Nephite-Mulekite unification,

• �explore the surprising sophistication of 
Lamanite culture and religion,

• �detail the literary richness of Samuel the 
Lamanite’s prophetic discourse,

• �find precedent for the Nephite record-
keeping tradition in Manassite scribal 
schools,

• �clarify puzzling aspects of Mormon’s 
chronological system,

• �differentiate between Korihor’s natural-
istic skepticism and modern atheism,

• �compare the Nephite gold plates favor-
ably with metal-plate texts from ancient 
India, and

• �probe many other dimensions of the text.

Engaging and accessible, this book 
shows how serious study of the Book of 
Mormon can illuminate its ancient char-
acter and historicity while reinforcing 
confidence in its perennial spiritual value.

In the Eyes of the Ancients: Histori-
cal Perspectives on the Book of Mormon 
is copublished by the Religious Studies 
Center at Brigham Young University and 
Deseret Book. Visit https://rsc.byu.edu 
/book/eyes-ancients for more information.
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