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ABOUT THE EDITORS

KENNETH L. ALFORD, PhD, is a professor
of Church history and doctrine at Brigham
Young University. After almost thirty years
on active duty in the United States Army, he
retired as a colonel in 2008. He has served as
the BYU Religious Education Teaching Fel-
low and the Ephraim Hatch Teaching Fellow.
He has received the Richard Lloyd Anderson
Research Award and the Harvey B. and Susan
Easton Black Outstanding Publication Award.
His books include Old Testament Insights;
Book of Mormon Insights, Dreams as Reve-
lation; Utah and the American Civil War: The
Written Record; Saints at War: The Gulf War,
Afghanistan, and Iraq; and Civil War Saints.

MARY JANE WOODGER, EdD, is a professor
of Church history and doctrine at Brigham
Young University. Woodger has written
and published over twenty books. She
has received the Richard Lloyd Anderson
Research Award, the Best Article of the Year
Award from the Utah Historical Society, the
Brigham Young University Faculty Women’s
Association Teaching Award, the Harvey B.
and Susan Easton Black Outstanding Publi-
cation Award, and the Alice Louise Reynolds
Women-in-Scholarship Honor.

MARK A. MATHEWS, PhD, is a religious edu-
cator for the Church Educational System. He
has taught for twenty years in seminaries,
institutes, and as an instructor for BYU Reli-
gious Education. He is the author of numer-
ousdoctrinal articles and aregular presenter
at BYU Education Week and For the Strength
of Youth conferences.
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Capstone of Doctrinal Understanding

Provo AND SALT LAKE CiTY, UTAH—
The Doctrine and Covenants beautifully
illustrates that the Lord Jesus Christ lives
and speaks today. By integrating both
spiritual and secular understanding and
insights, Doctrine and Covenants Insights:
Capstone of Doctrinal Understanding
explores how the Doctrine and Covenants
teaches doctrine, principles, laws, proph-
ecies, and gospel applications.

The purpose of this new volume is to
help readers take a fresh look at the princi-
ples, teachings, stories, and people found
in the Doctrine and Covenants. The Doc-
trine and Covenants is filled with a wide
variety of content—including revelations
dictated to the Prophet Joseph Smith Jr.
by the Lord (like section 1), the words of
an angel (section 2), visions (sections 76,
110, 137, and 138, for example), minutes
of a meeting (section 102), letters (such as
sections 121-23, 127-28), ancient manu-
scripts (section 7 and portions of section
93), a temple dedicatory prayer (section
109), a policy statement (section 134), and
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an account of Joseph and Hyrum’s mar-
tyrdom (section 135).

President Ezra Taft Benson taught,
“The Doctrine and Covenants is a glo-
rious book of scripture given directly to
our generation. It contains the will of the
Lord for us in these last days that precede
the Second Coming of Christ. It con-
tains many truths and doctrines not fully
revealed in other scripture. Like the Book
of Mormon, it will strengthen those who
carefully and prayerfully study from its
pages.”

Doctrine and Covenants Insights:
Capstone of Doctrinal Understanding
is copublished by the Religious Studies
Center at Brigham Young University and
Deseret Book. Visit rsc.byu.edu/book
/doctrine-covenants-insights for more

information.
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Purchase at Deseret Book or online at
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