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NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

Provo, Utah, and Salt Lake City—If 

your ability to feast on the Book of 

Mormon seems dulled, depriving you of 

precious daily uplift and insights, this 

new book can recharge your reading 

habits. Book of Mormon Insights: Letting 

God Prevail in Your Life models how to 

read perceptively so that even familiar 

passages can be pressed for personal 

applications.

In Book of Mormon Insights, Latter-

day Saint professors of religion and 

other serious students of the Book of 

Mormon share practical insights and 

takeaways gleaned from close readings 

of the text. These essays take a fresh 

look at Book of Mormon teachings, sto-

ries, and people, bringing to the fore 

what you may not have noticed before. 

The writers tease out insightful 

readings to help enlighten, build faith, 

and strengthen resolve to live so that 

God’s will can prevail in your life, 

inviting promised blessings. Examples 

include:

 •  �Lehi’s conviction of God’s everlast-
ing and redeeming love enabled him 
to cultivate hope while enduring the 
anguish of seeing two of his sons 
rebel and become cut off from God.

•  �The rich imagery of the bitter cup is 
more multifaceted and illustrative of 
the Atonement and the ordinance 
of the sacrament than we probably 
realize.

•  �A Lamanite queen in exigent circum-
stances involving the conversion of 
her household shows how critical it 
can be to set aside fear in order to 
defuse contention and discern the 
Lord’s hand at work.

•  �Alma the Younger’s initial failures 
at preaching to a rebellious people 
taught him about overbearance and 
the folly of trying to assert personal 
desires and plans over God’s will.

Book of Mormon Insights: Letting God 

Prevail in Your Life was copublished by 

the Religious Studies Center at Brigham 

Young University and Deseret Book. 

Visit rsc.byu.edu/book/book-mormon 

-insights for more information.
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ABOUT THE EDITORS

KENNETH L. ALFORD, PhD, is a professor of 
Church history and doctrine at Brigham Young 
University. After serving almost thirty years 
on active duty in the U.S. Army, he retired as 
a colonel in 2008. He served in numerous mili-
tary assignments, including the Pentagon, eight 
years teaching computer science at the United 
States Military Academy at West Point, and four 
years as department chair and professor teaching 
strategic leadership at the National Defense Uni-
versity in Washington, DC. He has served as the 
BYU Religious Education Teaching Fellow and is 
an Honorary Life Member of the Utah State His-
torical Society.

KRYSTAL V. L. PIERCE, PhD, is an assistant pro-
fessor in the Department of Ancient Scripture at 
BYU. She received a PhD in Egyptology and Near 
Eastern languages and cultures from UCLA and 
an MA and BA in Egyptian archaeology and Near 
Eastern studies from UC Berkeley. She has taught 
classes on Egyptology and ancient Near Eastern 
studies at the BYU Jerusalem Center, UCLA, and 
UC Berkeley. She has participated in archaeologi-
cal excavations at several sites in Egypt and Israel 
and is currently head registrar for the Tel Shim-
ron Excavations in the Galilee region of Israel.

MARY JANE WOODGER, EdD, is a professor of 
Church history and doctrine at Brigham Young 
University. She has written and published over 
twenty books, including three books about the life 
and teachings of David O. McKay. She has also 
authored numerous articles on doctrinal, historical, 
and educational subjects. Awards she has received 
include the Richard Lloyd Anderson Research 
Award, the Best Article of the Year Award from 
the Utah Historical Society, the Brigham Young 
University Faculty Women’s Association Teach-
ing Award, the Harvey B. and Susan Easton Black 
Outstanding Publication Award, and the Alice 
Louise Reynolds Women-in-Scholarship Honor.
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