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Provo and Salt Lake City, Utah—Know-

ing what to believe and how to determine 

authenticity is one of the great quests of 

our age. This is especially true for a reli-

gious text that claims it came from antiq-

uity and was securely transmitted to 

modern times by miracles. The Book of 

Mormon is unique for many reasons, not 

the least of which is that it presents read-

ers with a fundamental question: did 

Joseph Smith truly receive an ancient 

text by angelic means and translate it by 

the power of God? Or did he fabricate the 

book and its alleged origin?

In Authentic: The Book of Mormon, 

Evidences of a Miracle, authors Stephen 

and Rebecca Lundwall suggest that to 

evaluate its authenticity, readers must 

analyze the provenance of the Book of 

Mormon—its journey through time, its 

ancient custodians and modern wit-

nesses, and the miraculous process 

of its publication and trajectory into a 

worldwide, 200-million-book phenom-

enon despite the historical resistance, 

prejudice, and violence that have sur-

rounded it.

Authentic guides readers through a 

wealth of evidence uncovered in recent 

decades, examining how new scholar

ship supports the claims of Joseph 

Smith, other eyewitnesses, and the 

Book of Mormon itself regarding the 

book’s divine purpose and miraculous 

journey from antiquity. It is a journey 

that offers readers fresh insights into a 

world-changing text. 

Believers in the Book of Mormon 

will find their testimonies strength-

ened through the provenance analy-

sis that Authentic offers. Even those 

unfamiliar with the sacred text will 

appreciate exploring its origins, endur-

ing power, and influence on millions. 

While the published Book of Mormon 

predates the birth of provenance stud-

ies by more than a century, it exhibits 

advanced recordkeeping techniques 

designed to help readers authenticate 

the text, reflecting its ancient origins. 

Authentic: The Book of Mormon, 

Evidences of a Miracle is copublished by 

the Religious Studies Center at Brigham 

Young University and Deseret Book. 

Visit rsc.byu.edu/book/authentic for 

more information.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

STEPHEN LUNDWALL is a retired intellec-
tual property and business lawyer. From 
1981 to 1983 he served a mission for The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
in Tasmania and Victoria, Australia. Upon 
graduating from law school at Brigham 
Young University, he worked for inter-
national law firms headquartered in New 
York; Houston; Washington, DC; and Chi-
cago before starting his own firm. 

REBECCA LUNDWALL is an associate pro-
fessor of psychology at Brigham Young 
University. She obtained a PhD in cogni-
tive neuroscience from Rice University in 
Houston, Texas, after being a stay-at-home 
mom and nurturing their four children. 

Stephen and Rebecca serve in a married 
student stake in Provo, Utah. They are 
enjoying their fortieth year of marriage 
and adore their four grandchildren.

CONNECT WITH US   rsc.byu.edursc.byu.edu

DETAILS
Purchase at Deseret Book or online at  

deseretbook.com

Hardcover
Pages: 416
Size: 7" × 10"
ISBN: 978-1-9503-0465-3
Publisher: RSC and Deseret Book
Expected February 17, 2025

The Book of Mormon, Evidences of a Miracle

Stephen L. Lundwall and Rebecca A. Lundwall


