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AVRAM R. SHANNON is an associate
professor in the Department of Ancient
Scripture at Brigham Young University. He
earned a master of studies in Jewish studies
from the University of Oxford (2008) and
a PhD in Near Eastern languages and cul-
tures with a graduate interdisplinary spe-
cialization in religions of the ancient Med-
iterranean from The Ohio State University
(2015).

KERRY HULL is a professor in the Depart-
ment of Ancient Scripture at Brigham
Young University. He received an MS
in applied linguistics from Georgetown
University in 1993. He completed a PhD
in linguistic anthropology at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin in 2003. His aca-
demic interests include Maya linguistics
and anthropology, Polynesian linguistics,
historical linguistics, sociolinguistics, and
Maya epigraphic studies.

Provo, UtaH, AND SALT Lake City—This
volume represents a treasure trove
of Book of Mormon knowledge pub-
lished by the Religious Studies Center.
The title, A Hundredth Part, is a phrase
employed by several Book of Mormon
authors to indicate they were providing
only a small portion of what could have
been written.

The editors believe the future of
Book of Mormon studies is bright
and that many more informative and
faith-promoting articles like those in
this volume are on the horizon.

The book begins with an essay by
President Dallin H. Oaks on the impor-
tance of engaging with the historical
claims made within and by the Book
of Mormon. The rest of the volume is
divided into four main topical divisions:
“Doctrinal Contributions,” “Church and
Priesthood,” “Cultural Contributions and
Close Readings,” and “Post-Book of Mor-
mon Readings on the Text.” The papers
in “Doctrinal Contributions” explore
many of the distinctive teachings of the
Book of Mormon on doctrinal concepts
such as the plan of salvation and dealing
with divine violence. The contributions
in “Church and Priesthood” discuss how
the Book of Mormon presents concepts
arising from church organization and
related ideas. The third category, “Cul-
tural Contributions and Close Readings,”
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is one of the more diverse sections, and
contains papers that strongly illustrate
the value in reading the Book of Mor-
mon closely and carefully. The final sec-
tion, “Post-Book of Mormon Readings
on the Text,” collects papers that discuss
the Book of Mormon in the Restoration.

These gospel scholars contributed
this volume: President Dallin H. Oaks,
RoseAnn Benson, Rachel Cope, Amy
Easton-Flake, Nicholas J. Frederick,
John Gee, Kerry Hull, Jennifer C. Lane,
Dennis L. Largey, Jared W. Ludlow, Jan
J.Martin, Ugo A. Perego, Daniel C. Peter-
son, H. Donl Peterson, Dana M. Pike,
Noel B. Reynolds, Matthew P. Roper,
Andrew C. Skinner, Andrew C. Smith,
Joseph M. Spencer, and Stephan Taeger.

A Hundredth Part: Exploring the His-
tory and Teachings of the Book of Mor-
mon was copublished by the Religious
Studies Center at Brigham Young Uni-
versity and Deseret Book. Visit rsc.byu.
edu/book/hundredth-part for
information.
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