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The Household of God
Families and Belonging in the Social World of the New Testament

NEW FROM THE RELIGIOUS STUDIES CENTER

Provo, Utah, and Salt lake City —The 

related themes of households and 

families figure prominently in the New 

Testament. On various occasions Jesus 

taught about marriage, divorce, and 

more general familial relations. 

Paul likewise preached about 

families, extended families, figurative 

families, and codes of conduct for 

those inhabiting the same household. 

Peter provided direction to the church 

regarding relations between husbands 

and wives and parents and children. 

James counseled church membership 

to treat one another as “brothers” and 

“sisters.” 

Jesus, Peter, and Paul also taught 

about the important contributions 

single members and widows make 

in the kingdom and such household 

complexities as mixed-faith marriages 

or relationships between slaves and 

masters. Thus, the New Testament 

contains much counsel on household 

conduct, familial relationships, and 

belonging to “the household of God” 

(Ephesians 2:19).

The Sperry Symposium, named in 

honor of pioneering Latter-day Saint 

scripture scholar Sidney B. Sperry and 

held on the campus of Brigham Young 

University, seeks each year to exam-

ine and illuminate an aspect of the 

religious and cultural heritage of The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints.

The following gospel scholars 

contributed to the 51st Annual Sperry 

Symposium on the household of God 

in the New Testament: Elder Kim B. 

Clark, Camille Fronk Olson, Lincoln H. 

Blumell, Matthew L. Bowen, Lauren 

Ellison, Mark D. Ellison, Nicholas J. 

Frederick, Eric D. Huntsman, Frank F. 

Judd Jr., Byran B. Korth, Jared W. Lud-

low, Andy Mickelson, Andrew C. Reed, 

Joshua M. Sears, Avram R. Shannon, 

and Gaye Strathearn.

The Household of God: Families and 

Belonging in the Social World of the New 

Testament was copublished by the Reli-

gious Studies Center at Brigham Young 

University and Deseret Book. Visit rsc 

.byu.edu/book/household-god-0 for 

more information.
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